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HB 4075 A STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY
House Committee On Judiciary

Action Date: 02/11/22
Action: Do pass with amendments and be referred to

Ways and Means. (Printed A-Eng.)
Vote: 9-0-1-0
Yeas: 9 - Bynum, Dexter, Helm, Kropf, Lewis, Morgan, Power, Wallan, Wilde

Exc: 1 - Noble
Fiscal: Fiscal impact issued

Revenue: Revenue impact issued
Prepared By: Whitney Perez, LPRO Analyst

Meeting Dates: 2/1, 2/11

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:
Modifies procedures for district attorney to request restitution and court to order restitution in criminal cases and
certain violations. Creates presumption that economic damages are reasonable if specified documentation of the
damages is provided at a restitution proceeding. Specifies awards of restitution as Level I for priority of payment
in criminal judgments in circuit and local courts. 

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
 Difficulties crime victims have asserting a claim for restitution 
 Concerns over reasonableness presumption for certain documents
 Pending Oregon Supreme Court opinion 
 Implications of disbursing 50 percent of restitution ordered to insurance carriers to Criminal Injuries

Compensation Account upon collection 

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:
Allows court to extend deadline for district attorney to request restitution for good cause. Removes requirement
that 50 percent of restitution ordered to insurance carriers be distributed to Criminal Injuries Compensation
Account upon collection. 

BACKGROUND:
When a defendant is convicted of an offense that results in economic damages, the district attorney is required to
present evidence of the nature and amount of the damages at the time of sentencing or within 90 days after entry
of judgment. The 90 days may be extended for good cause. Recent Oregon Court of Appeals decisions have held
that certain evidence is required to establish the amount of damages incurred by a victim is reasonable prior to
ordering restitution. 

ORS 137.146 establishes five levels of priority for application of payments on criminal judgments. Level I
obligations have the highest level of priority and Level V obligations have the lowest priority. Currently, restitution
is a Level II obligation in circuit and local court judgments. 

House Bill 4075 A modifies procedures for the district attorney to present restitution evidence and establishes
that economic damages will be presumed reasonable if the damages are documented as specified. The measure
also specifies that restitution be categorized as a Level I obligation in certain court judgments.


