
Oregon Salmon Credit
"If the salmon and steelhead are running, then as far as I am concerned, 

God knows that all is well in His world…”

-Governor Tom McCall
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Oregon Salmon Credit-Gov. Tom McCall line-"If the salmon and steelhead are running, then as far as I am concerned, God knows that all is well in His world…”



Historic Loss of Salmon Since Lewis and Clark’s Expedition

Chad C. Meengs & Robert T. Lackey (2005) Estimating the Size of Historical Oregon Salmon Runs, 
Reviews in Fisheries Science, 13:1, 51-66, DOI: 10.1080/10641260590921509
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Pre-development salmon runs are estimated to have been upwards of 2.5million but these days we’re fortunate to see returns 10% of that mark.



Billions go towards salmonid conservation each year, yet population 
levels still fluctuate around the abysmal levels of the ‘90s
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We invest in billions towards salmon recovery efforts each year, yet stocks have danced around the same low numbers they were at in the 90’s. These efforts all have value, but they demonstrate the holistic inefficacy of current approaches to restoring anadromous fish runs. We need something new, meaningful, and progressive, that can work as a bridge between landowners and restoration. 



Time for a grassroots approach made by Oregonians for Oregonians 
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We need a novel grassroots approach, designed by Oregonians for Oregonians, that benefits both fish and landowners.



restoring low-system, off-channel rearing habitat; the most
Salmon Credit will facilitate salmonid recovery by focusing on

limited habitat type critical to survival and recruitment.
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The Oregon Salmon Credit will facilitate salmonid recovery by focusing efforts on restoring low-system off-channel rearing habitat; the most limited habitat type critical to the overall survival and recruitment of our salmon, that also offers the highest level of carbon sequestration of any habitat type. 



Salmonids reared 
in low-system off-
channel habitats…

• grow larger, and at a faster rate 
while there.

• are more likely to survive the 
ocean and return to spawn.

• make up the greatest proportion 
of all returning spawners.
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Salmon that spend more time rearing in these low-system off-channel habitats grow almost twice as fast as those foraging in upriver streams, allowing them to grow proportionately larger, resulting in fish that are more capable of surviving their long ocean journey and returning to spawn, and have been shown to make up the greatest proportion of all returning spawners.



Chinook (11) Coho (3)

Chum (2)Steelhead (7)

Oregon 
Salmonid ESUs
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Salmon and Steelhead ESUs for Oregon



2019

~85% of vegetated tidal wetlands have been lost from West Coast estuaries.
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Approximately 85% of vegetated tidal wetlands have been lost from West Coast estuaries since pre-development times. See the blue bars here showing the percent of wetland lost in Oregon’s many estuaries. 



Brophy, L.S. 2019. Comparing historical losses of forested, scrub-shrub, and emergent tidal wetlands on the Oregon coast, USA: A 
paradigm shift for estuary restoration and conservation. Prepared for the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission and the Pacific 
Marine and Estuarine Fish Habitat Partnership. Estuary Technical Group, Institute for Applied Ecology, Corvallis, Oregon, USA.
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Diking and vegetation conversion in Oregon have resulted in the loss of 95% of forested and shrub tidal wetlands, and almost 60% of historic tidal marsh. The blue and medium grey on these maps denote historic habitat that is currently diked off or has been converted to agricultural lands. The Oregon Salmon Credit is truly our best avenue for restoring meaningful amounts of this critical habitat as it will convince unwilling landowners to become willing landowners and true partners in this effort.



Current Approaches are Cumbersome
and Disincentivize Landowners

Federal Fish & Wildlife
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Current approaches to salmon recovery are cumbersome and are riddled with disincentives for key stakeholders, especially local Industry and private landowners.*CLICK TO TRIGGER POP-UPS*The Salmon Credit will be streamlined and be much more attractive to all parties than other approaches. Obstacles associated with other approaches include:Paperwork heavyTime consumingGovt. oversite & bureaucracyLiability concerns Landowner negotiationsMultiple agency permittingMeetings and coordinationRisk land-use restrictionsLoss of land-use revenueHire biologist…HydrologistgeomorphologistEngineersEtc. DslLCDCFed fwArmy coreNoaaNmfsLocal land use County commissionCounty planningConservation easementConservation bank



“I grow cattle, hay, and salmon.”
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By creating an avenue for landowners to monetize rearing wild fish; farmers, ranchers, and landowners will proudly say- “I grow cattle, hay, and salmon.”And it really “Will help save Oregon’s family farms”



Example Scenario:
If 1 acre costs $50K to restore…

1 Salmon Credit = $100K

$50K to 
Restoration

~$50K invested in 
an interest-bearing

State of Oregon fund
(Less 10-15% for program operating costs)

Salmon Credit Trust Fund yield permanently tied to 
property as perpetual revenue stream for landowner
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If (for conversation purposes) we say it costs $50,000 an acre to restore an acre of marsh or off channel habitat, then a salmon credit would cost $100,000. Of that total ($100,000), $50,000 would be used to restore the acre and roughly $50,000 would be invested in State of Oregon Interest-bearing fund. The yield of that fund would then be permanently tied to that acre (no matter who owned it), providing a permanent, reliable revenue source that paid the landowner to rear salmon. The only requirement of the landowner would be to simply maintain that portion of the property as salmon habitat. The trust funds would have no restriction of use, and could be used to maintain infrastructure, pay taxes or mortgage, buy stock or seed, build a barn, or simply buy a tractor.



In Closing…
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With the Salmon Credit, we have an incredible chance to turn a shining new page in Oregon’s spectacular conservation history. A page that will soon become a novel filled with grassroots, everyday heroes; the sparkling and resilient people of Oregon. Given the opportunity, they will roll up their sleeves to save what they hold most dear. 
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