
Committing a crime does not take away your citizenship. It should not take away your right to participate in our democracy. 

“Racial disparities in criminal enforcement and sentencing means disenfranchisement falls heaviest on black communities. This is 
not just a direct blow to prisoners’ electoral power; it also ripples outward, depressing political participation among their friends, 
families and acquaintances. On the other end, suffrage in prison may help incarcerated people maintain valuable links to their 
communities, which might smooth the transition process once they’re released.”
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