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Testimony of Harris S. Matarazzo, Attorney at Law 

Chair Bynum and Members of the House Judiciary Committee: 

As an attorney who has worked closely with the mental health community 
and individuals under the jurisdiction of the Adult Psychiatric Security Review 
Board (PSRB) for more than thirty years, I participated in the 2019- 2021 Interim 
Workgroup on the PSRB. However, I was not involved in the amendments 
contained in Senate Bill 206-2 which occurred shortly before it was last presented 
to the Senate Judiciary Committee. I am opposed to portions of this proposed 
legislation for the reasons set forth below. 

In pertinent part, ORS 161.327 currently provides that, following a finding 
by the trial court that an individual is "Guilty Except for Insanity" in a criminal 
matter, the Court is to place the person under the jurisdiction of the Psychiatric 
Security Review Board (PSRB). When this occurs, the Defendant is genera!ly sent 
to the Oregon State Hospital. However, ORS 161.327 also authorizes the Court to 
"conditionally release" the person directly to the community upon a finding that 
"[ ] the person can be adequately controlled with supervision and treatment if 
conditionally released and that the necessary supervision and treatment �e· . ,
available". ORS 161.327 (l)(b). 

If enacted, the proposed Bill will limit consideration of proposed 
"conditional releases" to "a local mental health program designated by .the 
[PSRB]." (Emphasis Added) This represents a substantial change in the statutory 
scheme, which will disallow consideration of a release to the care of other 
programs or private practitioners who can provide identical, or better, servi'ces. 
Included would be those individuals under Board authority who may h�ve 
successful, pre-existing, treatment relationships with non-PSRB designated 
providers. An individual who would otherwise meet "conditional release" criteria, 






