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Our vision provides a fuiure where: all the needs of victims are met; children are
protected; batterers are held accountable; violence fades;families heal and thrive; and

hope for a better future is realizedl By bringing the FJCWC and CARES Northwest
together "all under one roof," we can provide even more wrap around services and meet

the needs of anyone in the family who has experienced abuse or violence.

The Family Justice Center Board of Directors strongly supports this vision and believes

co-locating services at the WCCCA building in Washington Counly with CARES
Northwest would greatly enhance access to care, promote increased coordination of
services and support state-of-art interventions and treatment designed to minimize the

impact of trauma on children and families, and promote their healing'

We encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for
the FJCWC and CARES Northwest. Thank you for giving this opportunity your serious
consideration. We are happy to provide additional information upon request.

sincerely,

4'u'-udy
Board President,
Family Justice Center of Washington County

Familv Justice Center, of Washinaton Gountv Board Members:

Judy Willey, Board President, Oregon lntlAir Show - RET

Toni Loch, Executive Director

Kevin Barton, Washington County Disttict Attorney

John Bennett, Cornelius Chiel of Police & Washington County $heriff's Office

$ylvana Bennett, Physician, OHSU Hillsboro Medical Center

Erin Calvert, Deputy County Administrator, Washington County

Campbell Clarey, Development Director, Tandem Property Management

Mary Gruss, Chief FinancialOflicer - REI, Washington County

Rebecca Guptill, Circuit Court Judge lor Washington Counly

Leocadia Montero Hainley, Pyschotherapist & ESPERE Consultant

Robert Hermann, Washington County Dislrict Attorney - RET

Tristan lrvin, Tigard Community & Schools Representative

JoAnn Lumaco, Development Director & Communily Represeniative

Carolyn Ortman, Kaiser Permanente Regional Manager

Sarah Smith, Faith Community Representative

Janeen Sollman, Oregon House State Representative



SHERIFF
WASHINGTON COUNTY

CONSERVING THE PEACE THROUGH VALUES DRIVEN SERVICE / SHERIFF PAT GARRETT

September 2,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Sheriff Pat Garrett, Washington County Sheriffs Office

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES
Northwest. The Washington County 91 1 call center will move to their new location in 2021.

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of Washington
Counfy communities. Since 1987, CARES Northwest has served Washington County children at their
Northeast Portland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more
Washington County children than Multnomah County children.

Washington County leaders and community members are working to bring CARES Northwest to a
Washington County location shared with the Family Justice Center to establish a state-of-the art
facility where families who experience any violence in the home can receive the needed support at
one location.

Both physical and sexual abuse cases are traumatic on the victim and the victim's family. CARES
practitioners are civilian socialworkers and medical experts who have been trained to dealwith family

trauma. lt allows victims and families exposure to mental health resources from the time they report
the crime to law enforcement. The progressive role CARES plays in an investigation offers the best
services for victims and families and reduces the impact child abuse investigations have on police

officers.

Colocating CARES NW and the FJC to the current WCCCA building will also improve the security of
both centers since the building already has locking entry and mag-card access point security.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

?tQ-
Sheriff Pat Garrett
Washington County



September 2,2020

TO: Washington County Board of Commissioners

FROM:Janie F Schutz

Relationship Manger, Center for Policing Equity

Chief of Police, Retired, Forest Grove Police Department

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Washington County Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

Over a year ago, prior to my retirement in January 2O2O,l served as the Police Chief in Forest

Grove where I had been part of a steering committee working to bring CARES Northwest to

Washington County. Having seen too many investigations of child abuse and/or sexual abuse in

our County, I really understood then, and certainly understand now, the importance of making

this a reality for all those currently living in our great county. I also had the privilege of sitting

on the initial steering committee that worked at bringing the Family Justice Center to our

County and I had continued to stay involved with the FJC up until my recent retirement. l've

come to understand that there is a possibility of having both CARES Northwest and the Family

Justice Center possibly being able to co-locate in what is now the current WCCCA building.

Knowing that WCCCA will be moving to their new location this next year, this seems like an

amazing opportunity for our County to put two needed services together where all our

residents can be cared for with the services that are so badly needed by many.

l'm such an advocate for the CARES Northwest first and foremost because I believe in their

mission, but also because when I was L4 years old, I was a victim of rape and ljust didn't know

what to do as a kid. I never want a child to feel what I felt and to be too scared to tell someone.

I always felt it was my fault and my abuser encouraged years of that thinking. I carried this

secret for too many years and I still feel guilty for not speaking up when it happened. However,

knowing what I do now and from my background in law enforcement, I know that our children

need that opportunity to find people and resources to help them understand what happened

and to be shown different possible coping mechanisms that might continue to help them as

they grow into the life that they were meant to have. I also spent 1"8 years teaching Domestic

Violence Response and SexualAssault lnvestigation to recruit officers at a police training

academy in North Carolina which has further given me the needed understanding on the critical

importance in how Adverse Childhood Experiences increase the likelihood a child will



experience mental health problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction,

homelessness and/or criminal behavior over the course of their life.

Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the past year with

the goal of bringing CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the

Family Justice Center. This could be precedent setting in all the best ways possible for the

people of our county, but more importantly, for our children who deserve the best possibility at

a life that we might dream for them.

Since my retirement in January, I chose to continue my service to others by accepting a position

as a Relationship Manager for the Center for Policing Equity, a national organization working

with law enforcement agencies across the country to put an end to any disparate treatment

that our communities of color might suffer from when engaging with law enforcement. Overall,

I see life as our ability to continue to give back to others, especially those that have less than us.

This is how I view the opportunity that sits in front of each of you, as our County

Commissioners, regarding the possibility of co-locating the Family Justice Center with the

amazing CARES Northwest organization. There could be no better service to the residents of

Washington County and I strongly encourage you to move ahead on this concept as not only a

way to promote the health and safety of children and families today, but the well-being of

Washington County for future generations.

Most Sincerely,

Janie F. Schutz

Relationship Manager

Center for Policing Equity



1-1C A R t)
September 2,2020

City o/Tigard

Washington County Board of Commissioners
c/o District Attorney Barton
I(ristin I(aufmann@co.washington.or.us

RE: IYCCCABuildingfor CARES Northwest andFani! Justice Center

Dear Chait Harrington and County Commissioners,

As Tigard's Mayor and on behalf of the Tigard City Council and residents, we fully support the idea of
making the \Tashington County Consolidated Communications Agency flWCCCA) building avatlable as a

combined location for the FamilyJustice Centet and CARES Northwest once the Washington County 91L

call centet moves to their new location in2027.

Strengthening our response to child and family tr^um is critical to the well-being of our residents and the

Washington County community. Research on Adverse Childhood Experiences show how trauma in

childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health ptoblems, difficulty with school or

employment, addicfion, homelessness and/or criminal behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North Portland

location. In 2018, for the fitst time in 30 yeats, CARES Northwest served more Washington County children

than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued. Last year, almost 800 Washington County

children v/ere seen for child abuse medical evaluations at CARES Notthwest (about / 00 nore than Maltnomah

Counfl); an increase ofover 100% in the last 15 years.

In response, Washington County leaders and community membets have been working for the past year to

bring CARES Northwest to Washington Co. in a location shated with the FamilyJustice Center' The group's

goal: establish a state-of-the art facility where Washington County children who have been abused ot

neglected can get the support, medical ffeatment and therapy they desewe, By coJocating those services in

the WCCCA building with the newly created FamilyJustice Center, families who experience any type of
violence within the home can receive the support they need at one location.

On behalf of the Tigard City Council and our tesidents, I sttongly encourage you to make the \flCCCA

building available as a combined location fot CARES Nothwest and the FamilyJustice Center.

Your decision has the pov/er to advance the health and safety of children and families today, but also, the

well-being of future genetations of Washington County children and families. Thank you fot yout

consideration.

Sincerely,

Jason B. Snidet, Mayor

L3125 SrJfl Hall Blvd. o Tigard, Oregon 97223 ' 503.639.4t71
TTY Relay : 5Q3.684.2772 t www.tigard-or.gov



September 2,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Erol Berkeley, MSW, CSWA, CARES Northwest Family Navigator/lntake Counselor

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES

Northwest (after the Washington County 91 1 call center moves to their new location in 2021).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our
Washington County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Child Experiences show

how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health
problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal

behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North

Portland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more

Washington County children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued. Last

year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at

bnnfs Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 10Oo/o in the

last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the
past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family

Justice Center. The group's goal: establish a state-ofthe art facility where Washington County

children who have been abused or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and

therapy they deserve. By co-locating those services at the WCCCA building with the newly

created Family Justice Center, families who experience any type of violence within the home

can receive the support they need at one location.

ln speaking with families to gather information, orient and schedule for services, we are often

also discussing challenges the family is currently experiencing. There have been many

instances that families have spoken about not having reliable transportation or being unable to

miss multiple hours of work to attend our evaluations. For Washington County families to have a

location tl"rat is potentially 45 minutes closer to home would be an incredible burden lifted from

their shoulders,

I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for

CARES Northwest and tfre Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of

children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations'



Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,

Erol Berkeley, MSW, CSWA
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September 2,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners
From: Bridget Cooke, Executive Director - Adelante Mujeres
RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing to express our support for making the Washington County Consolidated Communications

Agency (WCCCn) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES

Northwest (after the Washington County 911 call center moves to their new locationin202l).

Among other services, Adelante Mujeres provides early child education, youth and adult wrap-around
programming to vulnerable community members. Reducing barriers to intervention and treatment is a

central component of a successful community response.

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our Washington

County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Child Experiences show how trauma in

childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health problems, difficulty with school

or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal behavior over the course of their life.

Since 19A7, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North Portland

location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more Washington County

children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued. Last year almost 800 Washington

County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at CARES Northwest (about 100 more

than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100o/o in the last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the past year

to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family Justice Center.

The gr6up's goal: establish a state-ofthe art facility where Washington County children who have been

abusld or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and therapy they deserve. By co-locating

those servicei at the WCCCA building with the newly created Family Justice Center, families who

experience any type of violence within the home can receive the support they need at one location.

On behalf of Adelante Mujeres, I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a

combined location for CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health

and safety of children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

"NW6r+'-
Bridget Cooke, Executive Director

2030 Main Street Suite A, Forest Grove, OR 97L16



Honte ofthc'li&loth, RN/ l\htional ll idlile Re.fuge

City of SheMood
22560 SW Pine St.
SheMood, OR 97140
Tel 503-625-5522
Fax 503-625-5524
www.sherwoodoregon.gov

Mayor
Keith Mays

Council President
Tim Rosener

Councilons
Renee Brouse
Sean Garland
Russell Griffin
Doug Scott
Kim Young

Gity Manager
Joseph Gall, ICMA-CM

September 2,2020

Washington County Board of Commissioners
155 N First Avenue, Suite 300, MS 22

Hillsboro, Oregon 97124

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family )ustice Center

Dear Chair Harrington and Washington County Commissioners:

We are writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated

Communications Agenry WCCCA) building available as a combined location for

the Family Justice Center and CARES Northwest (after the Washington County 911

call center moves to their new location in 202L).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being

of our Washington County citizens and communities, including Sherwood.

Research on Adverse Childhood Experiences show how trauma in childhood can

increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health problems, difficulty
with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal behavior

over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at

their North Portland location. h 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES

Northwest served more Washington County children than Multnomah Counfy

children. That trend has continued. Last year almost 800 Washington County

children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at CARES Northwest

(about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100% in the last 15

years.

In response, Washington County leaders and community members have been

working for the past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a

location shared with the Family Justice Center. The group's goal: establish a state-

of-the art facility where Washington County children who have been abused or



neglected can get the support, medical treatment and therapy they deserve. By co-locating

those services at the WCCCA building with the newly created Family fustice Center,

families who experience any type of violence within the home can receive the support they

need at one location.

We strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined

location for CARES Northwest and the Family justice Center, not only to promote the

health and safety of children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County

for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

7^V 3a
E*u ,:1,-\/ti

Jeff Groth
Police Chief

iK/'
]oseph Gall,ICMA-CM
City Manager

Keith Mays
Mayor
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August 3I,2O2O

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Chief Ernie Happala, Chair Law Enforcement Council of Washington County

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

lam writing on behalf of the chiefs and sheriff of the Law Enforcement Councilof Washington

County in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency

(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES

Northwest (after WCCCA moves to their new location in 2021).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our
Washington County residents and communities. Research on Adverse Child Experiences show

how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health
problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness, and/or criminal

behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North

Portland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more

Washington County children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued, last

year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at
CARES Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100% in the
last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the
past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family

Justice Center. The group's goal: establish a state-of-the art facility where Washington County

children who have been abused or neglected can Bet the support, medicaltreatment and

therapy they deserve. By co-locating those services, at the WCCCA building with the newly

created Family Justice Center, families who experience any type of violence within the home

can receive the support they need at one location.

Law Enforcement Council of Washington County

Chief Ronda Groshong
Beaverton PD

chiefJohn Bennett
cornelius PD

Chief Henry Reimann
Forest 6rove PD

chief Jim Coleman
Hillsboro PD

Chief Ernie Happala
King City PD

ChiefJesse Baker
North Plains PD

ChiefJeff Groth
sherwood PD

Chief Kathy McAlpine
Tigard PD

chief Bill steele
Tualatin PD

Sheriff Pat Garrett
Washington County

DA Kevin Barton
Washington county

law Enforcement Council of Washington County



We the members of the Law Enforcement Council of Washington County strongly encourage
You to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for CARES Northwest and

The Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of children and families

today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,

€

Chief Ernie Happala, Chair/Law Enforcement Council of Washington County

Law Enforcement Councllof Washlngton county



Oregon Crime Victims Law Center
74I25.W. Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy, Suite 209

Portland, OR 97225

(503) 208-8160 . Fax (866)838-41.42

September 1,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Rosemary Brewer, Executive Director, Oregon Crime Victims Law Center

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES
Northwest (after the Washington County 911 call center moves to their new location in 2021).

CARES Northwest provides evaluation, medicaltreatment, crisis intervention, and therapy to children
who have suffered physical or sexual abuse, neglect, or exposure to domestic violence. Experts
estimate that as many as one in three girls and one in six boys may experience this type of abuse by
the time they reach 18. Research on Adverse Child Experiences show how trauma in childhood can
increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health problems, difficulty with school or
employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal behavior over the course of their life.
CARES Northwest is the only facility serving these children in Multnomah and Washington counties,
and in each of the last two years, CARES has seen more children from Washington County than
Multnomah.

Currently, Washington County children who are experiencing abuse must travelto North Portland to
seek services from CARES Northwest. ln response to this, Washington County leaders and community
members have been working to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared
with the Family Justice Center. The group's goal: establish a state-ofthe art facility where Washington
County children who have been abused or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and
therapy they deserve.

As the only nonprofit organization providing free legal representation to crime victims throughout the
state, the attorneys at the Oregon Crime Victims Law Center have seen firsthand the trauma and pain

children who have been abused face. Without adequate treatment and therapy by well-trained
professionals, the adverse effects of that abuse can be felt for a lifetime. Washington County children
deserve convenient access to the type of facility that can provide this critical intervention, and CARES
Northwest has the experience and skills to best serve these children.

At OCVLC we regularly work with clients who are experiencing multiple forms of victimization, including
domestic violence and child abuse. Placing a CARES Northwest facility within the Family Justice
Center would allow victims to receive services for multiple types of abuse within the home, all in one
location, This would be of enormous benefit to victims trying to recover from the type of domestic
violence that permeates the entire home. Having to go to multiple facilities to receive services only
increases the barriers that these victims face in seeking assistance not only for themselves but for their
children as well.



I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for CARES
Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of children and

families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Rosemary Brewer



Richard V, Stenson

44872 NW Plum Hill Lane

Forest Grove, Oregon 971,16

August 3L,2020

Washington County Board of Commissioners

Re: Request approval for CARES NW and the Washington County Family Justice Center to
share the vacated WCCCA building.

Dear Commissioners:

I would like to offer my support for the proposed creation of a much needed west side

location for CARES NW child abuse, resource and evaluation services in the soon to be

vacated Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency building. We believe

this location would be most effective for caring for our local young victims of sexual

violence, especially if it can be co-located with the Washington County Family Justice

Center. The WCCCA building would be ideal to serve both, often interrelated, needs in a

location more easily accessible to residents from around the county.

My decades in organizing and providing health care services and having the opportunity to
sit on various committees and boards that intersect with the needs of children (including

Washington County Commission on Children and Families, Washington County Public

Health Advisory Committee, Community Action Organization, and the Washington County

Vision Action Network), have made it clear to me that there is a compelling argument that
we can provide these services more effectively and efficiently closer to home. More

children will be able to make their appointments for evaluation and care, and staff

assisting them will be more readily available.

I strongly urge you to approve the WCCCA building as the new home for CARES NW and

the Family Justice Center when it becomes available in 202L. This is a win-win-win
opportunity for future generations of our children in need, these agencies, and the County.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

56A
Richard V. Stenson, FACHE, FACMPE

President & CEO, Tuality Healthcare (retired)



Date: September 1,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Michelle Hahn, Detective, Hillsboro Police Department

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES

Northwest (after the Washington County 91 1 call center moves to their new location in 2021).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is criticalto the well-being of our

Washington County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Child Experiences show

how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health
problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal

behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North

Portland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more

Washington County children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued. Last

year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at

bnnes Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100% in the
last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the
past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family

Justice Center. The group's goal: establish a state-ofthe art facility where Washington County

children who have been abused or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and

therapy they deserve. By co-locating those services at the WCCCA building with the newly

created Family Justice Center, families who experience any type of violence within the home

can receive the support they need at one location'

I have been a detective for 13 years, spending the last 12 primarily investigating child abuse

cases. I have been a part of working with community partners that entire time and cannot

emphasize enough how critical it is to the future success of the case, child, and family well-

being for everyone to be working together collectively. These children and families are already

going through so much in their lives that we, those who have the ability to protect and assist

ihem-, should be willing to do whatever we can to make the process as minimally impactful as

possible. lt is our duty to do so. By housing us all together, in a centralized building, we can

better serve our communities and provide one location for them to be able to address most, if

not all their needs instead of having them travel all over the county for the services they

deserve.



I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for

CARES-Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of

children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations,

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Michelle Hahn, Detective, Hillsboro Police Department



Native American Rehabilitation Association of the Northwest, lnc
A Non-Proft Orgonization

OyrbAdmlnbEdon
1776 SW Madison St.
Portland. OR 97205
lgl503-224-1U4
8 503-271-4251

R.ddenthl T'r lrn.nt Sorvlcc
'!76.15 tJ\ t St. Helens Hrvy.
Portland, OR 97231
Ipl 503621-lo6e
Ifl 503€21-0200

Outp.tb{t Tr[tmont Scrvlc!
1631 S1/V Columbia St.
Podard. OR 97201
lpl 503-231-2641
fl s03-231-165,t

?rto'Topo
1310 SW 17th Aw.
Portland. OR 97201

503.231.2641
503467.1,077

tpl
tft

August 3L,2A2O

To the Honorable Washington County Eoard of Commissioners,

I write in behalf of the Native American Rehabilitation Association of the Northwest

lnc., {NARA NW) in support of establishing a state-of-the-art facility for Washington

County children who have been abused or neglected, so they receive the support,

medical treatment, and therapy in a collaborative proactive way, so that families

who experience anv type of violence within the home, can receive the support they

need in a single location.

As a local stakeholder, NARA NW, is the Portland Metro areas cuhurally specific

holistic non-proflt enttty forthe treatment of American lndians and Alaska Natives.

We have prwlded services to this community for 50 years; our treatment facilities

include medical, dental, behavioral health and addiction services. The American

lndlans and Alaska Natives that we serye are an underserved population. We as a

non-profit have a mission statement that includes everyone.

"The mission of NARA is to provide education, physicol ond mentol health services

ond substone obuse treotment thot is culturolly appropriote to Americon lndions

ond Alaska Notives and onyone in need.'

The need for establishing a state-of-the.art facllity for Washington County children,

in a single location is compelling. NARA NW supports the combining of the CARES

Northwest and the Washington Counties Family Justice Center relocating to a single

facility. This willdirectly benefit the community by increasing the amount of people

served.

Respectfully,

To,bm Lodoa
1t138 SE DMrion
Portland, OR 97202
lpl 503-548-0346
l0 503-232-s95S

Dsntrl Gllnlc
12750 SE Start St., Bulldlng E
Pot[en<|. OR 97233
[p] 971.317-3009
lfl971-25632??

lndhn Hcrltlr Cllnlc'
15 N Monis St-
Porllsnd. OR 9722?
lpl 503-230-9875
lfl s03-230-9877

Wellnorc Corbr
12380 E. Bumdde $. 2d Floor
Por0and, OR 97233
tpl S71-2&,.800
lq 971-27S2051

Chlkl, Youth t Flmlly Progrrmr lnd
Youth R.eldcntlrl Tnrtnent Crobr
620 NE 2d Str€€t
Greghem, OR 97030
191971-27+3757
ltl 503-921-57,10

Mercer, CEO



Date: August 28,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

G-^J *..,;rxji-
From: Carol L. Williams, Volunteer Victim Advocate

RE: Washington County CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

For more than a decade, I have had the honor to serve as a volunteer Victim Advocate working
with the Child Abuse Team of the Washington County District Attorney's Office. Throughout
that time, I have met literally hundreds of families working their way through the criminal
prosecution portion of cases involving the neglect, physical mistreatment or sexual assault of
children. By the time prosecution actively begins, it may have been a span of several months
or, in cases with delayed disclosure, many years from the behaviors that resulted in criminal
charges ultimately being filed.

All too often, the individuals I meet arrive at the criminal prosecution stage of their journey
without any cogent plan to deal with past, present, or potential future behavioral issues. All too
often, these families are overwhelmed and emotionally drained by a cycle of abuse and
dysfunction. All too often, these families are unable or unwilling to recognize the long term
damage hidden just below the surface of the entire family dynamic. All too often, a parent has
shared with me that they too had experienced neglect, physical abuse or sexual assault as a
child.

Any oppodunity, ANY OPPORTUNIry AT ALL, to enhance the ability of professionals to
intervene early in the chain of events that these families endure should be supported. Any
opportunity to streamline, consolidate, or lighten the burden placed on traumatized families as
they progress through the process - from reporting, to police investigation, to CARES
Northwest, to assessment of services needed, to services provided, and ultimately to
testimony at a public trial - should be suppor.ted.

I am aware that there is currently consideration being given to bringing together a Washington
County satellite CARES Northwest location and the Family Justice Centei in a County tacitity
that presently houses the Washington County Call Center. To the extent that local access to
the professionals at CARES Norlhwest can be combined with enhanced provision of ongoing
support and follow-up services available through CARES and the Family Justice Center, the
County as a whole will be well served now and into the future.

As both a volunteer Victim Advocate and a resident of Washington County, I strongly support a
decision to dedicate the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency building to
this purpose when it is vacated in 2021.



August 30,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Peggy R. Burnett, Hillsboro Rotary

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated

Communications Agency (WCCCA) building available as a combined location

for the Family Justice Center and CARES Northwest (after the Washington

County 911 call center moves to their new location in 2021).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-
being of our Washington County citizens and communities. Research on

Adverse ChildhoodExperiences show how trauma in childhood can increase

the likelihood a child will experience mental health problems, difficulty with

school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal behavior over

the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children

at their North Portland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES

Northwest served more Washington County children than Multnomah County

children. That trend has continued. Last year almost 800 Washington County

children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at CARES
Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over

100o/o in the last 15 years.

In response, Washington County leaders and community members have been

working for the past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in

a location shared with the Family Justice Center. The group's goal: establish a

state-of-the art facility where Washington County children who have been

abused or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and therapy they



deserve. By co-locating those services at the WCCCA building with the newly

created Family Justice Center, families who experience any type of violence

within the home can receive the support they need at one location.

I was a Paramedic in Hillsboro for a long time. I saw a great deal of violence

against women and children. I was helpless to do anything for them other than

take care of their wounds. There wasn't an agency to handle this at the time.

Children had no voice and women were afraid to speak up. You can't
separate the need between violence against women and violence against

children. They go together and should be handled in the same building.

I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a

combined location for CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not

only to promote the health and safety of children and families today, but the

well-being of Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,
Peggy R. Burnett
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Dana R Nason MD FAAP

Medical Director, Hillsboro Pediatric Clinic LLC

August 29,2OZA

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners

The opportunity for a CARES Northwest assessment clinic to co-locate with Washington County's Family Justice

Center is welcome news. At Hillsboro Pediatrics, we regularly make referrals to and receive assessments from

CARES Northwest, These comprehensive evaluations are, by their nature, emotionally difficult and time

consuming for families. The inconvenience of travel and traffic compounds the difficulty. Approximately 50%

of our patients are financially vulnerable and many of their families have a primary language other than English.

We fully support the proposal for having the CARES NW team provide assessments locally in Washington County,

The ability to locate with the Family Justice Center in a consolidated facility will enhance the County's ability to

offer needed supports to families.

lf you have any questions, I would be happy to discuss this exciting development

Sincerely,



Kate Brown, Covernor

Department of Human Services
Child Welfare, Self SfficiencY

District 16 Administrative Office
15425 NW Greenbrier ParkwaY

Beaverton OR 97006
Phone: 503-277-1759
FAX: 503-277-1769

)lons
,/ \ oregon Department

\ of Human Services
August 28,2020

To:

From:
RE:

Washington County Board of Commissioners

Rolanda Garcia - DHS, Washington County District Manager

WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency (WCCCA) building

available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES Northwest (after the Washington County 911 call

center moves to their new location in 2021),

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our Washington county citizens and

communities. Research on Adverse Child Experiences show how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child

will experience mental health problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal

behavior over the course of their life.

Since 19g7, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North Portland location' ln 2018, for

the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more Washington County children than Multnomah County children.

That trend has continued. Last year almost 800 Washington county children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations

at CARES Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100% in the last 15 years'

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the past year to bring CARES

Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the FamilyJustice Center, The group's goal:establish a state-of-

the art facility where Washington county children who have been abused or neglected can get the support, medical

treatment and therapy they deserve. By co-locating those services at the WccCA building with the newly created Family

Justice Center, families who experience any type of violence within the home can receive the support they need at one

location,

As the primary organization responsible in responding to child abuse and neglect, DHS relies on our CARES partners to

provide a comprehensive assessment and evaluation for the children we serve. Their practitioners are trained in the area

of child abuse and provide a high level of expertise leadingto more accurate diagnosis of child abuse and neglect.

We strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for CARES Northwest and the

Family Justice center, not only to promote the health and safety of children and families today, but the well-being of

Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,
Rolanda Garcia

"Safety, heatth and independence for all Oregonians"
An Equal OPPortunitY EmPloYer
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Septonber 3,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

RE: WCCCA Building for GARES Northwest and Family Justice center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency

(,.wcccA;) buitding available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES

ilorthwest (after the Washington County 911 call center moves to their new locationin20?I).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our Washington

Couniy citize]rs and c-ommunities. Research on Adveise Child Experiences (l'A.!Eg") show how

trauma in childhood can increase, often dramatically, the likelihood that the individual will experience

physical and mental health problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness

u"alor criminal behavior over the course of their life. Early intervention can redress and even prevent

these adverse health effects that can result from trauma.

Since 19g7, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North Portland

location. In20l8, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more Washington County

children than Multnomah County children, and that trend has continued. Last year almost 800

Washington County children w€re seen for child abuse medical evaluations at CARES Northwest

(about i'00 *orr than Multnomah County)o an increase of over 100% in the last 15 years. In response,

Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the past year to bring

CARES Northwesito Washington County in a location shared with the Family Justice Center' The

group's goal is to establish a state-of-the art facility where Washington County children who have been

u"turuO oi neglected can get the support, medical treatrnent, and therapy thoy deserve. By coJocating

those se,nrices at the WCbcn building with the newly created Family Justice Center, families who

experience any type of violence within the home can receive the support they need at one location.

Helping childre,n and families cope with and heal from trauma not only benefits the individuals directly

affected, but improves the health-and financial well-being of communities as a whole, because early

intervention and treatment of childhood trauma reduces the risk of, and subsequent costs associated

with, homelessness, addiction, under- and unemployment, and health care' SARC shongly encolnages

you io make the wCCcA buiiding available as a combined location for CARES Northwest and the

Fu-ity Justice Ce,nter, not only to promote the health and safety of children and families today, but the

well-being of Washington County for future ge'lrerations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Amy
Executi ve Director, Sexual Assault Resource Center

4gOO SW Grifftlh Drive Suire 1oO . Beoverron, OR 97006 . phone (503) 626.9100 fox (5og) 626.9122 ' sorcoregon'org



September 2,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners
From: Katie Flaker, MA, NCC/NCSC, Counselor
RE: WCCCA Building for QARES Northwest and Family Justice center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency

(WCCCA) 
-building 

available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES

Northwest (after the Washington County 91 1 call center moves to their new location in 2021).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our

Washington County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Childhood Experiences

show how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health
problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal

behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North
portland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more

Washington County children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued. Last

year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at

bnnfs Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100% in the

last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the

past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family

Justiie Center. The group's goal: establish a state-of-the art facility where Washington County

children who have been abused or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and

therapy they deserve. By co-locating those services at the WCCCA building with the newly

created Family Justice Center, families who experience any type of violence within the home

can receive the support they need at one location'

From 2004-2006, I served as a counseling intern at the Alameda County Family Justice Center

in Oakland, California. My role was to offer support and skills to the children who had been

victim or witness to domestic violence. We were able to either offer immediate support in our

KidZone play area for drop off needs during emergency situations for caregivers in the building,

or schedule i6erapy appointments that coincided with the caregiver's ongoing appointments

within the same OuilOing. lt was integral for the success of all agencies to work together'

Now serving as a School Counselor for elementary students, I would so appreciate the ability to

refer a family to a single building to get the care they need without worry of traveling to various

sites or settihg up outlide childcare. This system works, and our community needs it. Having a

single, safe loiation for all agencies to work synchronistically offers ease and comfort for

so'ieone already impacted by trauma, and truly helps them feel protected, validated, and loved

This is where the healing starts.

I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for

CARES Northwesf anO tfre Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of

children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations.



Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Katie Flaker, MA, NCC/NCSC, Counselor



FRIENDS"
1855 NN7 Albion Court, Beaverton, OR 97006

503-890-0971

September 3,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Susan Bender Phelps, President

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing to request your vote to make the Washington County Consolidated

Communicitions Agency (WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the

Family Justice Cenier and CARES Northwest (after the Washington County 911 call

center moves to their new locationin2O2l)'

For more than 15 years, I led mentoring programs for middle and high school students.

So many of the young people we worked with during that time experienced trauma from

domestit violence, child abuse and neglect, and violence in their neighborhoods. I

believe that strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-

being of our families and communities. Research on Adverse Childhood Experiences

show how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental

health problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or

criminal behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their

North Portland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served

more Washington County children than Multnomah County children. That trend has

continued. t-ast year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child abuse

medical evaluations at CARES Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an

increase of more than 100% in the last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working

for the past year to biing CARES Northwest to Washington County i1 a location shared

with the Family Justice Center. The group's goal: establish a state-of-the art facility

where Washington County children who have been abused or neglected can get the

support, mediclltreatment and therapy they deserve. By co-locating those services at

th; WCCCA building with the newly created Family Justice Center, families who

experience any type of violence within the home can receive the support they need at

one location.



Our organization was formed to advocate for locally sourced, sustainable funding for out
of school time programs: early learning, before and after-school childcare, enrichment
programs, healing and preventing child abuse, and support for foster kids. On behalf of
our volunteer board, I request that you vote YES to making the WCCCA building
available as a combined location for CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center.

This action will be is major step in providing the constellation of services these children
and families need. lt will promote their health and safety today, and the well-being of
Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,

Souano 8er4d//, ?f&pl
President
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September 2,2AZA

To: Washington Coun$ Board of Commissioners

From: Ryan Ghaquette, Governing Board Chair, CARES Northwest

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

On behalf of the CARES Northwest Governing Board, we write to support making the Washington County

Consolidated Communications Agency (WCCCA) building available as a potential combined location for the
Family Justice Center and GARES Northwest (once the Washington County 911 call center moves to their new
location in 2021).

CARES Northwest is a national leader in child abuse response services. lt is a unique collaboration between
Randall Children's Hospital at Legacy Emanuel, OHSU's Doernbecher Children's Hospital, Providence
Children's $ervices and Kaiser Permanente. Our mission is to stop child abuse and neglec't through
multidisciplinary prevention, mediealevaluation, ard ongoing treatment in partnership with our community.

CARES Northwest has proudly served as Washington County's Children's Advocaiy Oenter since 1987,

providing child abuse medical evaluation and trauma therapy for hundreds of children each year at our North
Portland location. We're deeply committed to collaborating with our Washington County Child Abuse
Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) partners to provide a coordinated, comprehensive, caring response to children
and families impacted by abuse.

The number of children we serve from Washington County has increased over 100% in the last 15 years. In

2018, for the first time ever, the number of children served from Washington County surpassed that of
Multnomah County. That trend is continuing. Last year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for
child abuse medicalevaluations (about 100 more than Multnomah County).

ln 2019, CARES Northwest and the Washington County MDT convened a workgroup of Washington County
leaders and community members to address the growing need and create a vision for the future. Their goal is
to establish a state-of-the art facility where Washingrton County children who have been abused or neglected
can get the support, medicaltreatment and therapy they deserve - in Washington County. By co-locating
CARES Northwest services at the WCCCA building with the newly created Family Justice Center, families who
experience any type of violence within the home can receive the support they need at one location.

The CARES Northwest Governing Board strongly supports the workgroup's vision, and believes co-locating
services at a Washington County location would enhance access to care, promote increased coordination of
services, and support state-of-art interventions and treatment designed to minimize the impact of trauma on
children and families, and promote their healing.

We encourage you to make the WCCCA building available and provide the opportunity for a combined location
for CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center. Thank you for your consideration.

#1"'eft'k
Ryan Chaqdette
Chair, CARES Northwest Governing Board

1800 N Vanfcuv€r Avr-nue, lurte fl201. Portland OR 972.)/ rel 50J Jl6-9OtJ0 iah 5ttl.l7b-9010 web www.i:aresnw.orB

Kaiser permanente . OHSU Doernbecher Children's Hospital r ProvidenceChildren's Health r Randall Children's Hospital at Legacy Emanuel
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September 3,2020

To: Woshington County Boord of Commissioners

From:Moyor Denny Doyle, Beoverton, OR

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest ond Fomily Justice Center

Deor Woshington County Boord of Commissioners:

I om writing in support of moking the Woshington County Consolidoted
Communicotions Agency (WCCCA) building ovoiloble os o combined locotion for the
Fomily Justice Center ond CARES Northwest (ofter the Woshington County 91 I coll
center moves to their new locotion in 2021).

Strengthening our response to child ond fomily troumo is criticol to the well-being of our
Woshington County citizens ond communities. Reseorch on Adverse Childhood
Experiences show how iroumo in childhood con increose the likelihood o child will

experience meniol heolth problems, difficulty with school or employment, oddiction,
homelessness ond/or criminol behovior over the course of their life.

Since 
,l987, 

CARES Northwest hos been serving Woshington County children of their
North Portlond locotion. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 yeors, CARES Northwest served
more Woshington County children thon Multnomoh County children. Thot trend hos

continued. Lost yeor olmost BO0 Woshington County children were seen for child obuse
medicol evoluotions of CARES Northwest (obout .l00 

more ihon Multnomoh County), on
increose of over I OO% in the lost 15 yeors.

ln response, Woshington County leoders ond community members hove been working
for ihe post yeor to bring CARES Northwest to Woshington County in o locotion shored
with the Fomily Justice Center. The group's gool: estoblish o stote-of-the ort focility
where Woshington County children who hove been obused or neglected con get the
support, medicol treoiment ond theropy they deserve. By co-locoting those services ot
the WCCCA building with the newly creoted Fomily Justice Center, fomilies who
experience ony type of violence within the home con receive the support they need ot
one locotion.

City of Beoverlon. 12725 SW Millikon Woy . pg }ox4755. Beoverton, OR97076. www.BeovertonOregon.gov
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The City of Beoverton is committed to working closely with our community to oddress
the need of o sofe ond stoble locolfocility, so thot children ond fomilies
thot experience violence ond troumo con get the resources, ossistonce, suppori ond
core thot they need.

We sirongly encouroge you to moke ihe WCCCA building ovoiloble os o combined
locotion for CARES Northwesi ond the Fomily Justice Center, not only to promote ihe
heolih ond sofeiy of children ond fomilies todoy, but the well-being of Woshington
County for future generotions.

Thonk you for your considerotion.

Sincerely,

Denny Doyle
Moyor
Beoverton, Oregon

b*
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Protecting children, healing lives

September 3,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Amanda "Meeda" Reesman, LCSW, Social Worker at CARES Northwest

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES
Northwest (after the Washington County 91 1 call center moves to their new location in 2021).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our
Washington County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Child Experiences show
how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health
problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal
behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987 , CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North
Portland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more
Washington County children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued. Last
year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at
CARES Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100o/o in the
last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the
past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family
Justice Center. The group's goal: establish a state-ofthe art facility where Washington County
children who have been abused or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and
therapy they deserve. By co-locating those services at the WCCCA building with the newly
created Family Justice Center, families who experience any type of violence within the home
can receive the support they need at one location.

I believe having a permanent CARES Northwest lbcation in Washington County will have a

timely impact on Washington County children needing their services, With the Multnomah
County location being what's available to Washington County families in an urgent situation, it
could be over an hour before the family reaches their services. ln a child's time of need,

travelling for what could be over an hour can be detrimental, increase trauma, and can also
raise the family's anxiety immensely. With a Washington County location, children can be seen *I,,,'r..
sooner, which can lead to concerns being addressed urgently. lt can also increase the t\Y,y-l

?ir:*t3:f \'

28OO N. Vancouver Avenue, Suite #201, Portland OR 97227 tel 503-276-9000 fax 503-276-9010 web www.caresnw.org

Kaiser Permanente o OHSU Doernbecher Children's Hospital . Providence Health & Services r Randall Children's Hospital at
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northwest

Protecting children, healing lives.

response time of community partners such as law enforcement agencies and Department of
Human Services (DHS) caseworkers. As a social worker with CARES Northwest, I believe there
are some families and situations that cannot afford to wait in the long commute. Opening the
WCCCA building to CARES Northwest would provide that timely resource to Washington
County children and families.

ln addition to children being seen urgently at a Washington County location, children would also
have access to ongoing specialized therapy services in their area. lt has been my experience as
a CARES Northwest social worker that some families do not engage in therapy services
because there is not a local resource. Exposure to childhood trauma increases the likelihood a

person will experience mental health problems, and difficulty with school, among other concerns
as they age. Making the WCCCA building available to CARES Northwest would provide a

resource for these families who are otherwise unable to address their children's trauma with
adequate resources. With the therapies and supports CARES Northwest can provide, there are
decreased chances for these children to have adverse experiences as they age as a result of
their trauma.

I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for
CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of
children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Amanda "Meeda" Reesman, LCSW
SocialWorker

28OO N. Vancouver Avenue, Suite #201, Portland OR 97227 tel 503-275-9000 fax 503-276-9010 web www.caresnw.org

Kaiser Permanente o OHSU Doernbecher Children's Hospital . Providence Health & Services o Randall Children's Hospital at

Legacy Emanuel
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City of Durhatn
Website: www.durhanroreqon.us

17160 SW Upper Boones Ferry Rd. e-mail: cityofdurham@comcast.net
Durtram, OR 97224 503.639.6851 Fax 503.598.8595
Linda Tate - Gity Administrator Emily Baker - Administrative Assistant

September 3,2020

To: Washington Coun$ Board of Commissioners
From: Gery Schirado, Mayor of City of Durham
RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES Northwest
(after the Washington County 911 call center moves to their new location in2O21}

Strengthening our response to child and hmily trauma is critical to the well-being of our Washington
County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Childhood Experiences show how trauma in

childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health problems, difficulty with school
or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington Coun$ children at their North Portland
location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more Washington County
children than Multnomah County children. That hend has continued. Last year almost 800 Washington
County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at CARES Northwest (about 100 more
than Multnomah County), an inmease of over 100% in the last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the past year
to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family Justice Center. The
group's goal: establish a state-of-the art facility where Washington County children who have been
abused or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and therapy they deserve. By co-locating
those services at the WCCCA building with the newly created Family Justice Center, families who
experience any gpe of violence within the home can receive the support they need at one location.

ln Durham a significant number of our police calls relate to some form of domestic disturbance. Often
these situaiions involve women and children directly or indirectly. lt is important to know that there is a
place in Washington Coun$ that, if necessary and warranted, there is a safe and secure location where
these parents and children can go and receive proper care. Having a facility that combines the functions
of the Family Justice Center and CARES Northwesi makes good sense for Durham and for Washington
Coun$.

The Durham City Council and I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a
combined location for CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health
and safety of children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration

Gery Schirado
Mayor

J,
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September 3,2024

Dear Coun$ Commissioners:

I'm writing in support of Family Justice Center collocating with CARES NW in the WCCCA building.

We are similar in our missions and like CARES NW our mission is to provide a collaborative,

community based program for domestic violence, where they are committed to assessment,

treatment and prevention of child abuse in one location. Many of the characteristics of child abuse

and domestic violence go hand in hand. Both agencies are alike in we both have one location for

clients to get many of the needed services.

CARES NW is not only concerned about child abuse and neglect they are also concerned for children

exposed to domestic violence. The statistics support what practitioners know - 30o/o to 60% of

cfri6ren living in homes with domestic violence are also victims of abuse (JL Edleson), Growing up in

a home with domestic violence can be dangerous to children as well as they learn behaviors that

follow them to adulthood, perpetuating the cycle domestic violence. Both domestic abuse and child

abuse are centered around power and control'

We offer comprehensive services for domestic violence including: advoacy, safety planning,

restraining orders, counseling, financial assistance, legal assistance, childcare and law enfore,ement.

Domestic violence and child abuse has been portrayed as separate and siloed issues. Many times

victims of domestic violence stay because they are concerned about their child's well-being and will

stay to protect their children. lt might not make sense that they would stay, but they face threats

about the children -"You'll lose custodyn, "You'll never see the children again if you leave" and to

actually threaten to do something to the children'

Great efficiencies are possible with the collocation as well as more people knowing about the services

of both agencies. Many times people don't know where to turn in a time of crisis, and both CARES

NW and Family JusticeCenter offer a lifeline. This would be financially beneficialto FamiU Justice

Center as our current rent is very expensive, and we could spend more of our time focused on

serving trauma victims.

I appreciate your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

{w(
Toni Loch
Executive Director Freeing Familles from Violence

735 SW 1586 Avenue
Boaverlon OR 97006

503.430.E300

www.llewc.org

ttO ramtly.tustlco center of
Washlngton CountY



Northwest Reqional
Education Servicd District

September 3,2020

Washington County Commissioners

% Kristin Kaufmann
150 North FirstAvenue
Hillsboro, OR97L24

To the Board of Washington County Commissioners,

On behalf of Northwest Regional Education Service District, I am writing this letter of support for the proposed

co-location of a westside CARES NW office with the Family fustice Center of Washington County in the

soon-to-be-vacated Tanasbourne 911 Call Center.

Washington County does not currently have a dedicated facility for child abuse victims, and in each of the past two

years, the CARES NW office in NE Portland treated more Washington County children than Multnomah County

children. We know Adverse Childhood Experiences can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental

health problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal behavior over the

course of their life. Our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our Washington County

citizens and communities.

Washington County leaders and community members have worked for the past year to bring CARES Northwest to

our community in a location shared with the Family fustice Center, By co-locating those services at the WCCCA

building with the newly created Family Justice Center, families who experience any type of violence within the

home can receive the support they need at one location.

At NWRESD, we know our work is only as strong as the partnerships we foster with other public agencies. We

encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for CARES Northwest and the Family

fustice Center.

Dan

Superintendent

NWRESD

Office of the Superintendent
5825 NE Ray Circle I Hillsboro, OR97L24

503-614-140 L l www.nwresd.org



September 3,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Cassandra Williams

RE: WCCCA Building for QARES Northwest and Family Justice center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington.County, Consolidated Communications A.gg!"y

iwccCAli,uilding' avaitable as i combined l6cation for ihe Family Justice Center and CARES

i,lortt,*"ri (after tie wJsnington County g11 call center moves to their new location in 2021).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our

Waih,ington dounty ciiizens and communities. Research on Adverse Childhood Experie.nces...

show h6w trauma in irritorrooo can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health

p.Uiu11r, ditficutty witf'l iifroof or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal

behavior over the course of their life.

since 1g87, CARES Northwest has been serving washington county children at their North

iortfanO location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more

Wasfrington County rf itOr"n than Multnomah County children' That trend has continued' Last

y";;;i;;;t B0o wa;hington county chitdren were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at

bARES Northwest (aUo,it 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100% in the

last 15 years.

ln response, washington county leaders and community me.mbers have been working for the

pu.i li"u, to'bring 6A"RES Northwest to washington county. in a location shared with the Family

Justice Center. ffre'gioup's goal: establish a state-of-the art facility where.Washington County

children who have O6en iUu"sed or neglected can get the s.qPPqr!'me{iggt trea.tment and

t6"rupy they deserv". gV 
"olo."ting 

t"hose services at the WCCCA building with the newly

creatbl raririty Justicetenter, famiiies who experience any type of violence within the home

can receive the support they need at one location'

As a parent of 2 adopted children, our family kngyvs all.too well the effects of loss and trauma' lt

islmri"l"tiuu ttrat crriLoien and families receive this vital support. ln order to break the cycle of

abuse and trauma *" fiuu to provide intervention as early as possible to families. I have

volunteered for oveig v;ui"*ith famiries looking for help supporting their children living with

iorru, to help build c5nnections and support w-hicn they can take into all aspects of their lives.

I strongly encourage you to make the WCccA building available as a combined location for

CARES Northwest 
"riJin" 

ramirv Justice Center, not-only to promote-the health and safety of

chitdren and famitiei i;d;t, uut ttie welt-being of washington county for future generations'

Thank you for Your consideration'

Sincerely,
Cassandra Williams



7e BEAVERTON Don Grotting
Superintendent of Schools

16550 SW Merlo Road

Beaverton, OR 97003

503-356-4401

SCHOOL DISTRICT

WE EXPECT EXCELTENCE I *r rNNovArE ig *r EMBRAcE Eaurry llllll wE cotlABonare v$

September 3,2020

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners,

On behalf of the Beaverton School District, I am writing in support of making the Washington County

Consolidated Communications Agency (WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice

Center and CARES Northwest in the soon-to-be-vacated Tanasbourne 911 Call Center.

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our Washington County

citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Childhood Experiences show howtrauma in childhood can

increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health problems, difficulty with school or employment,

addiction, homelessness and/or criminal behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North Portland location. ln

2018,for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more Washington County children than Multnomah

County children, That trend has continued. Last year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child

abuse medical evaluations at CARES Northwest (about 1"00 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over

I00%inthe last L5 years, The need is there, and the solution is clear,

Washington County's 911 call center building, known as the Washington County Consolidated Communications

Agency or "WCCCA," will be vacated in 202L when WCCCA moves to a new location, Opening a new westside

CARES NW office and combining it with the Family Justice Center makes sense, represents good financial

stewardship of County resources, and will allow families that have experienced violence and trauma to receive

the support they need at a single location'

Sadly, the Eeaverton School District has many students each year who are evaluated at CARES NW' Having a

westside option for these students would remove a significant barrier to them receiving needed services,

As a fellow public agency, strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location

for CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of children and

families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations,

Thank you for your consideration and please feel free to contact me if you need additional information.

Respectfu lly,

Don Grotting
Superintendent

District Goal: WE Empower all students to achieve post-high school success

,,The District prohibits discrimination and harassment based on any basis protected by law, including but not limited to, an individual's actual or perceived race, color,

religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, national or ethnic origin, marital status, age, mental or physical disability, pretnancy, familial

status, economic status, veteran status, or because of a perceived or actual association with any other persons within these protected classes !



September 4,2020

Dalin
Mayor of Cornelius
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Oregon's Fami
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Kathryn Hanington, Chair
Washington County Board of Commissioners
155 N. First Avenue
Hillsboro, OP.97l24

2019

RE: WCCCA Building Space for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Chair Harrington and the Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES

Northwest (after the Washington County 911 call center moves to their new location in202l).

Strenglhening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our Washinglon
County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Childhood Experiences show how trauma in
childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health problems, difficulty with
school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North Portland

location. In 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more Washington County
children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued. Last year almost 800 Washington

County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at CARES Northwest (about 100 more

than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100% in the last 15 years'

In response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the past year to
bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family Justice Center. The
group's goal: establish a state-of-the art facility where Washington County children who have been

abused or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and therapy they deserve. By co-locating those

services at the WCCCA building with the newly created Family Justice Center, families who experience

any type of violence within the home can receive the support they need at one location.

The City of Comelius has been a financial supporter for the Family Justice Center since its opening and

believe that the two agencies working together will make both services even stronger for children and

their families.

We strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for CARES

Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of children and

families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations.

S

a

Visit our website:
www.ci.cornelius.or. us

1355 N. Barlow Street
Cornelius, Oregon 97113

Phone: (503) 357-9112
Fax: (503) 3s7-7775



September 3,202Q

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Dominic Done. Lead Pastor of Westside A Jesus Church

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES
Northwest (after the Washington County 91 1 call center moves to their new location in 2Q21).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is criticalto the well-being of our
Washington County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Child Experiences show
how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health
problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal
behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North

Portland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more
Washington County children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued. Last
year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at

innfs Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100% in the

last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the
past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family

Justice Center. The group's goal: establish a state-ofthe art facility where Washington County

children who have been abused or neglected can get the suppotl, medical treatment and

therapy they deserve. By co-locating those services at the WCCCA building with the newly

created Family Justice Center, families who experience any type of violence within the home

can receive the support they need at one location.

I believe that the violence and trauma experienced by children and families is an urgent issue

that needs to be addressed. As a pastor, I have seen so many families devastated by this issue,

and I applaud this proposal and view it as a significant step in towards the healing that our

community desperately needs.

I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for

CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of

children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,



Dominic Done. Lead Pastor of Westside A Jesus Church



Fred
s03-720-5197

fcnrtr@outlook.com

Fred & GaYle Nachtigal
P.O. Box 624

Hillsboro, Oregon
97L23-0624

GaYle
503-970-6032

ganjdg@yahoo.com

September 3,2020

Washington County Board of Commissioners

re; WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

We understand the Washington County 911 call center is scheduled to move to a new location in

2021. We stongly *pp"rt"r"*Uining tfre Family Justice Center and CARES NW into the

building to be vacated bY WCCCA.

Stengthening our response to child and family lrauma is critical to the well-being of our

Washington county citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Childhood Experiences" .

proves that childhooJ ttu;u increases the likelihood that a child will experience mental health

problems, ditrrculty with;;il or employment, addictioq homelessness and/or criminal

Lehavior, over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Norttrwest has been serving Washingtoa County children at its North

portland location. I" ibit;iltnt nttt time in i0 ytars, CannS Northwest served more

washington cou"tyctrildren than Multromah County children. That trend has continued' Last

y.* ut iort S00 w-asilid;; 
";*tt 

tpldren received child abuse medical evaluations at

CARES Northwest, ufpio*irutety iOO more than Multnomah County. This represents an

increase of over 100% in the last 15 years'

ln response, washington county leaders and community members have been working for the

past year to bring C.InnS Northwest to Washingtron County, to be housed in a shared location

with the Family Justice center. The group" gg* establish a state-of-the art facility where

Washington County rtrifdren wfro ha:ve bien-abused or neglected, can obtain thesupport'

medicat treament, *J tt 
"rupy 

they require and deserve. boJocating thg." services at the

wcccA building allows falnilies exp.Jentiog any type of violense within the home to receive

the support they need at one location'



Washington County Board
of Commissioners

September 3,2020
Page 2

We strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for
CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of
children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Fred and Gayle achtigal



OREGON STATE LEGISLATURE
900 couRT sr NE SALEM, OREGON 97301

August 28,2020

Washington County Board of Commissioners

155 N. First Avenue Suite 300,

Hillsboro, OR97l23

RE: WWCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications

Agency (WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and

CARES Northwest (after the Washington County 911 call center moves to their new location in

2021).

As a State Legislator, I have the honor of serving as Vice-Chair of the Education Committee to

collaborate with my colleagues and community members to provide a safe environment and

quality education for our children. However, child abuse is a significant issue in my district as a

few estimates say that in Washington county alone, approximately 20,000 children experienced

abuse or neglect in the last year. Additionally, research on Adverse Child Experiences show how

trauma in one's childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health

problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness andlor criminal

behavior over the course of their life. Child abuse also disproportionately impacts the most

vulnerable and marginalized children in our community, particularly our Hispanic/Latino and

Black children or children who come from financially vulnerable families.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North

Portland location which requires a two-hour roundtrip drive. In 2018, for the first time in 30

years, CARES Northwest served more Washington County children than Multnomah County

children. Last year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child abuse medical

evaluations at CARES Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over

100% in the last 15 years. And with current estimates that Washington County will have the

largest child population in the state within the next generation, this trend is expected to continue.



In response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the

past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family

Justice Center. The group's goal is to establish a state-of-the art facility where Washington

County children who have been abused or neglected can get the support, innovative medical

treatment and therapy they deserve and need. By co-locating those services at the WCCCA

building with the newly created Family Justice Centero families who experience any type of
violence within the home can receive the support they need at one location.

As a mother, educator, and a legislator representing this community, I urge you to make the

WCCCA building available as a combined location for CARES Northwest and the Family

Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of children and families today, but the

well-being of Washinglon County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration and please let me know if you need any additional

information.

Sincerely,

Representative Courtney Neron

Rep. Courtney Neron



To the Washington County Board of Commissioners:

Re: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

September 3,2020

I would like to submit this letter to articulate my support of the request to utilize the former WCCCA

building to house CARES NW and the Family Justice Center. I believe this would be an enormous asset

to Washington County and the members of our community. During the 13 years I served as a victim's

advocate for the Washington County District Attorney's Office, several of which I served as the Child

Abuse Multi-Disciplinary Team Coordinator, I witnessed daily the impact that involvement in criminal

investigations and prosecution had on victims and their families. They are typically under a tremendous

amount of stress and hardship dealing with the aftermath of the crime, the time it takes to meet with

various agencies and community service providers, and meeting the additional needs of their family. ln

the case of child abuse and domestic violence, there were often additional struggles when the offender

is a family member and oftentimes a primary source of income and the remaining parent now has to

provide sole financial support for their family.

I also routinely observed the positive impact CARES NW had in supporting these children and their

families - we are so fortunate to have them as a resource. The collaboration between law enforcement

and CARES NW to interview child victims and witnesses so as to minimize re-traumatization is essential

and they provide outstanding emotional support and services to victims. However, unfortunately, it is

often a great hardship for families to take time off work and school and get to the CARES NW location in
portland especially when they don't have a vehicle. CARES NW provides such an essential service to the

children and families of our community and it would be an enormous asset to have a satellite office in

Washington County that would make it easier for these families to access their services.

lf Washington County could provide one place where families could go to participate in the forensic

interviews, get assistance in filing protective orders, get therapeutic support, and other services needed,

it would help remove some of the many hardships victims face in the aftermath of these crimes of family

violence. Being able to go to one location to complete several necessary appointments and meet other

needs would help families to minimize the amount of time they miss from work and school, the time

and money spent driving to several different buildings, and the stress multiple appointments and tasks

create.

Further, if Washington County could provide the location to house this multi-disciplinary one-stop

location for victims, it would put the county on the cutting edge of victims' services and put us in the

company of programs like the Chadwick Center at Rady Children's Hospital in San Diego'

As a parent of children in Washington County, I also believe in this project and think it would better

serve the needs of our communitY.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I sincerely hope you approve this request and co-locate

CARES NW and the Family Justice center in the former wcccA building.

Sincerely,

Laurie Schmidt



RONNOBLE
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRTCT 24 @

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing ln support of making lhe washington county coisolidated communications Agency
(WcccA)-buildind available as a combined l&ation for ihe Family Justice Center and CARES Norlhwest

iatter tne'Wastriniton Counly 911 call center moves to their nw location in 2021)'

strsnotheninq our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our washington

Countv.- 
"itiieia "no 

@mmunities. Research on Adverso childhood Experiences show how trauma in

JniiOtr6oA on in"r"".e ths likelihmd a child will axperienc€ mental health problems, _difficulty with $hool

oie;proyment, aaoiction, homelessnes, and/or criminal behavior over the 6urse of their life.

since 1987, CARES Northwest has be€n serving washington county children at their North Porlland

fo""tion. in ZOfa, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest serued more Washington County

cf ifO'ren ttran fvfuir'omah County childre;. That trend has continued. Last year almost 800 Washington

dornty 
"triiOt"n 

*.r" seen for ciild abuse medical epluations at CARES Northwest (about 100 more

lhan Multnomah County), an increase of over 100% in the last 15 yeaB'

ln response, washington county lsaders and communily msmbeB have been working tor the past yetr

io oririgCnRes Nort-hwest io Washington county in a location shared with the Family Justic€ Center. The

itioup;] goal is io establish a statsf-ihe art facility wh€re Washlngton County children who hare b€€n

Soumo 6r neotecteo can qet the support, medical treafinent' and therapy ihey deservs B.y co-leating
'tn""" 

""ri"ii "iit 
i WC6C4 Ouilairig fith the newly created Family Justie Center, families who

;4;6gn;;t tpe of viotence withii the home can receive the support they need at one location.

I believe this combined locatlon will serve the community and their families wetl. we seldom have such

an ooooriunitv to orovide criticallv needed and necessary services under one rool and I Strongly

""".i,ioii= 
u,iu io'r"ke the WcccA building available as a combined localion for cAREs Northwast and

itiiiFa.iv j".tiir C"nier. This witl promote-tha health and safeiy of children and families today, as well

as the wejFbeing of Washington county for future generalions.

Thank you foryour mnsideratlon.

Sincerely,

HOUSE OF' REPRNSENTATIVES

September 3, 2020

To: washington County Board of commigsionere

From: Represntatve Ron Noblo

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES North\€st and Family Justice Center

Representative Ron Noble

Offie:900Coun St. NE. Salen, OR 97301 - Phonc: (501) 986'1424

Rep.RdNoble@oregonlegisls@.8ov - \sv oresonlcslolurc.gov^oblc

62$t-



September 2,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Dominique Kraushaar, MSW, CSWA, CARES Northwest

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners.

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES

Northwest (after the Washington County 91 1 call center moves to their new location in 2021).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is criticalto the well-being of our
Washington County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Child Experiences show
how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health
problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal

behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North

Portland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more
Washington County children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued. Last
year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at

CARES Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100% in the
last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the
past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family

Justice Center. The group's goal: establish a state-of-the art facility where Washington County

children who have been abused or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and

therapy they deserve. By co-locating those services at the WCCCA building with the newly

created Family Justice Center, families who experience any type of violence within the home

can receive the support they need at one location.

I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for

CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of

children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations'

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Dominique Kraushaar, MSW, CSWA



READY
NATION
COUNCIL FOR A STROI{G AUERICA

OREGOl{

September 3,2020

Washington County Board of Commissioners
155 N. First Avenue, Suite 300
Hillsboro, OR97124

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

We are writing to you as proud members of ReadyNation Oregon, a network of over 50 business

executives in Oregon, and 2,600 globally, who advocate for policies and programs that build a stronger
workforce and economy. ReadyNation believes in effective, bipartisan investments in children-from
birth to young adulthood-as the future workforce that will drive success in the marketplace.

To effectively invest in the next generation, we must lift up the most vulnerable young people in the state

and stop cycles of poverty, abuse, and trauma in their tracks. These cycles often follow kids into

adulthood, making it more difficult for them to live productive and meaningful lives. To this end, we are
writing in support of making the Washington Gounty Consolidated Gommunications Agency

WCCdA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Genter and GARES
Northwest (after the Washington County 911 call center moves to their new location in 2021).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our Washington

County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Childhood Experiences show how trauma in

childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health problems, difficulty with

school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North Portland

location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more Washington County
children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued. Last year almost 800 Washington
County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at CARES Northwest (about 100 more

than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100% in the last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the past year

to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family Justice Center.

The group's goal: establish a state-of{he art facility where Washington County children who have been

abusbd or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and therapy they deserve. By co-locating

those services at the WCCCA building with the newly created Family Justice Center, families who

experience any type of violence within the home can receive the support they need at one location.

We strongly encourage you to make the WGGGA building available as a combined location for
CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Genter, not only to promote the health and safety of
children and families today, but the well-being of Washington Gounty for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Andrew Brooks
Owner and Manager
Room 122,Beaverton
Washington County Resident

17355 SW Plum Lane /

Dawn Sahm
Marketing Manager
SERVPRO of Southwest Portland
Washington County Resident

0R 97007 /

Stron gNation.org/ ReadyNation El Ready-Nation fl ReadyNation

649-2068



FIGHT CRIME:
INVEST IN KIDS
COUNCIL FOR A STRONG AMERICA

OREGON

September 3,2020

Washington County Board of Commissioners
155 N. First Avenue, Suite 300
Hillsboro, OR.97124

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

As the Oregon State Director of Fight Crime: lnvest in Kids, I represent a membership of over
120 chiefs of police, sheriffs, and prosecutors across the state. Our members are passionate
about promoting strategies proven to reduce crime and put kids on the path to productive lives. ln this
vein, the decision over the future of the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building hits a cord for members, who care to ensure that the state's justice system is

trauma-informed and prioritizes the young people involved in it.

That is why we are in support of making the WGCGA building available as a combined location
for the Family Justice Genter and GARES Northwest (after the Washington County 911 call center
moves to their new location in 2021).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our Washington
County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Childhood Experiences show how trauma in

childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health problems, ditficulty with
school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North Portland
location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more Washington County
children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued. Last year almost 800 Washington
County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at CARES Northwest (about 100 more
than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100% in the last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the past year
to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family Justice Center.
The group's goal: establish a state-of-the art facility where Washington County children who have been
abused or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and therapy they deserve. By co-locating
those services at the WCCCA building with the newly created Family Justice Center, families who
experience any type of violence within the home can receive the support they need at one location.

We strongly encourage you to make the WCCGA building available as a combined location for
CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of
children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

rnu%6-2J---
Martha Brooks
Oregon State Director
Fight Crime: lnvest in Kids

17355 SW Sugar Plum Lane / Beaverton, OR 97007 / (503) 649-2068

Stron g N ation.org/Fig htCrime El FightCrime El FightCrimelnvest



City of King City
15300 S.W 1 16th Avenue, King City, Oregon 97224-2693
Phone: (503) 639-4082'FAX: (503) 639-3771

www.ci.ki n g-city.or. us

September 4,?:AZA

To: \f\lashington Gounty Board of Commissioners

From: Ken Gibson, MayorKing City

RE: WCCGA BuiHing foTGARES Northweat and Family Justioe Center

Dear \lVashington Gounty Board of Gommissioners:

I am ymting in support of making the Washington County Consolidated CommunicationsAgerrcy
S /GGCA) building available as a combined location fortre Family Jusfiice Center and CnneS 

-

Northwest (after the Wastrington County 911 call center rnoyes to thdr neur location in 20211,.

$trengthening our response to child and family hauma is critical to the rirell{eing of our
Washington County citizens ard communities. Researcfi on Adverse Childhood-bperienes
show how trauma in childhood en increasethe likelihood a cfiild will expedence mental health
problems, difficulty wittr sctrool or ernploymenL addis{bn, homelessress andlor criminal
behavior overthe counse of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving \llashhEfion Gounty children attheir North
Portland location. ln 2018, forthefirsttime in 3Oyears, CARES No*frvuest served more
Washington County cftildrcnthan Multnomah Gounty cfiildren. Thattrend hre continued- Last
year almost 800 \ftlashingiton County children wene seen for ctrild abuse nredical evaluations at
CARES Nortfilvest (about 100 more than Multnomah Gounty), an inclease of over 10oo/o in the
last 15 years.

ln lesponse, \f'tlbshingtwt_Go{rfy keaders and connnunity mqnbers haue been working furthe
Past yearto bring CARES l{orffu€Sto }rlftashingrton County in a location strared wftfr tE Family
Justft:e Cer*er- The group's goal: esilablisir a s&te-of{re artfuilitywfrereWashington Courrty-
cfiildren who have been abused or neglected can get the support, medical beatrrJnt and
thenapy they desenre. By co-locating ttrose serrrioes at fte WGCCA building with the nelvly
creatd Family Justice Cerrter, ftmilies who experience any type of viobnce wtttrin the home
can receivethe supportthey need at ore location.

The well-being and safety of our King Gity families is a top pnority fior our police force and city
council-

I strongly encourege you to make treWCCCA building available as a combined location for
CARES Notttnrest and the Family Justie Genter, nd only to promote the heatth and safety of
children and fami$es today, but the rrrell-being of Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Gibson, King Grty



Sheri Schouten
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 27

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

September 1,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency (WCCCA) building
available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES Northwest (after the Washington County 911

call center moves to their new location in202l).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our Washington County citizens and

communities. Research on Adverse Childhood Experiences show how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a
child will experience mental health problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or

criminal behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North Portland location. In 2018,

for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more Washington County children than Multnomah County
children. That trend has continued. Last year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child abuse medical

evaluations at CARES Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100% in the last 15

yeafs.

In response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the past year to bring CARES

Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family Justice Center. The group's goal: establish a state-

of-the art facility where Washington County children who have been abused or neglected can get the support, medical

treatment and therapy they deserve. By coJocating those services at the WCCCA building with the newly created Family
Justice Center, families who experience any type of violence within the home can receive the support they need at one

location.

I spent over 30 years working as a home visiting nurse for Multnomah County. In that time working with new mothers

and their children, I referred scores of families to CARES NW. I saw firsthand the important work they did for kids
struggling with trauma and abuse. We need more resources like this in Washington County.

I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for CARES Northwest and the

Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of children and families today, but the well-being of
Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

900 Court St NE, Salem, OR 97301
reo.sherischouten@oresonlesislature.eov

(503)986-1427

Rep. Sheri Schouten



WASHINGTON COUNTY
CHILD ABUSE MULTIDISCPLINARY TEAM

Justice Services Building
150 North First Avenue, MS 40

Hillsboro, Oregon 97124
(503) 846-8671

August 31, 2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Washington County Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Team

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners

The Washington County Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) would like to voice our

strong and unwavering support for making the current Consolidated Communications Agency

WCCCA) building available for use as the future co-located CARES Northwest Child Abuse

Assessment and Family Justice Center. The Child Abuse MDT is a legislatively established

collaboration of representatives including the Department of Human Services Child Welfare, the

Washington County District Attorney's Office, the Department of Health and Human Services,

local school districts, the Washington County Juvenile Department, all local law enforcement

agencies, CARES NW and other community partners. ln Washington County, the MDT and its

mlmbers meet regularly to address issues regarding child abuse intervention and response,

and to help ensure the safety of children in our county.

Establishing a state-of-the art facility where Washington County children who have been abused

or neglected will receive the support, medicaltreatment and therapy they need is a top priority

of ouiCtritO Abuse Multidisciplinary Team. By co-locating these services at the WCCCA building

with the current Family Justice Center, families and children who experience violence and

trauma can receive the support they need all at one location. Another important advantage of a

local "one-stop" center is that it will dramatically reduce the amount of time child abuse

professionals, as well as child abuse victims, spend traveling out of our county to attend

assessments and receive urgently needed care. As Washington County's juvenile population

continues to grow, this need will only intensify and become more pressing.

Research on Adverse Child Experiences (ACES) has shown that trauma in childhood can

increase the likelihood that individuals will experience mental health problems, physical health

issues, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and criminal behavior

over the course of their lives. Early intervention in ACES is critical. Strengthening and

supporting Washington County's ability to respond to childhood and family trauma is necessary

to ensuring the ongoing well-being of the most vulnerable in our community'



The importance of this unique opportunity to support and care for families and children in our
own community cannot be understated. The Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Team strongly urges
you to make the WCCCA building available as the future home of the CARES Northwest and
Family Justice Center facility to help ensure the ongoing health and safety of Washington
County's most vulnerable citizens.

Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,

The Washington County Child Abuse Multidisciplinary Team Steering Committee:

Andy Pulver
Washington County Child Abuse MDT Chair

Kathleen McDonough
Washington County Ch*ld Abuse MDT Coordinator

Kevin Dowling
CARES Northwest

Mark Groshong
Beaverton Police Department

Sonya Faulkner
Washington County Child Protective Services

{t.f'.t-, to

lan May
Washington County Mental Health

Michelle Hahn
Hillsboro Police Department

Tom Vlahos
Washington County Child Protective Services

f'[l {r't'tvu
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Oregon Child \
Abuse Solutions

September 4,2O2O

1827 NE 44th Avenue, Suite 220

Portlqnd, Oregon 97213

To Woshington County Boord of Commissioners,

I om writing todoy in strong support of moking the Woshington County
Consolidoted Communicotions Agency (WCCCA) building ovoiloble qs o combined
locotion for the FomilyJustice Center ond CARES Norihwest (ofter the Woshington
County 911 cqll center moves io their new locotion in 2021).

My orgonizotion, Oregon Child Abuse Solutions, portners with locql community
experts to sirengthen solutions for child obuse. CARES Northwest is one of our
over 20 children's odvococy centers (CACs) thot provide needed intervention,
prevention, ond theropeutic services for children who moy hove experienced
obuse. For decqdes, Woshington Couniy children hove trqveled to Portlond to
receive services they should be guoronteed to receive locolly. When o child hqs

built up the couroge to tolk obout difficult experiences, our communities should

respond with services, help, ond ongoing support like troumo-focused theropy.

Oftentimes, trovel con be o borrier to fomilies receiving the services necessory for
their heoling ond ongoing heolth ond sofety. lmogine o ieenoger who needs to
bolonce school, o port-time job, ond her needed theropy for obuse she suffered
beyond her control. Now imogine her theropy is o 50 minute one-woy bus ride

owoy. We need proposols like this one to be successful, becouse the stokes ore
high when children hove built up couroge, ond how we respond con chonge the
trojectory in their lives both positively ond negotively.

We believe Woshington County fomilies deserve these comprehensive services.

CARES Northwest serves more kids thon ony other CAC in the siote, ond odding o
locotion specific to Woshington County children will still meqn ihot this new

locotion will serve more children thon every other CAC in the stote. This proposol

will mqke essentiql services more ovoiloble in Woshington County.

Unfortunotely, too often we see ihe impocts of unheqled childhood troumq within

our communities. When heoling opportunities oren'i qvoiloble, we know qdults qre

1827 NE 44lh Avenue
Suite 220
Portlond, Oregon 97213

(503) 4s5-8339
www.orsgoncq3,or!,
info@oregoncosorg
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Oregon Child \
Abuse Solutions

more likely to live offected by mentol ond physicol heolth symptoms, oddictions,
economic ond housing insecurity, ond mony other preventoble chollenges.

We believe locol occess to services like ihose provided by CARES Northwest ond

the FomilyJustice Center, ore criticol in breoking cycles of obuse thot monifest in

qll of these other community chollenges. lt's in our best interesi thot whenever
possible we invest eorly, intervene eorly with the right services, ond ploce child

ond fomily sofety os o high priority.

Lostly, this proposol represents notion-leoding innovoiion in combining providers

to benefit the sofeiy of the whole fomily. This co-locotion would represent o first
for Oregon ond would provide voluoble insights into quolity, effective cqre for the
child obuse intervention ond domesiic violence fields.

For these mony reosons, we ore in strong support of moking ihe WCCCA building
qvoiloble os o combined locotion for CARES Norihwest ond the FomilyJustice
Center. We believe the success of this proposol will hove positive impocts on child
ond fomily sofety, ond public sofety, for mony yeors io come.

Thonk you for your considerotion.

Sincerely,

BeckyJones
Executive Director
Oregon Child Abuse Solutions
www.o reoon cos.oro
becky@oregoncos.org
(503) 455-8624

1827 NE 44th Avenue
Suite 22O

(503) 455-8339
www.of€goncos.org
info@oregoncos.orgPortlond, Orcgon 97213



September 4,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Washington County Behavioral Health Council

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners,

Our Behavioral Health Council (BHC) provides strategic direction and input to the Behavioral
Health Division as they address prevention, intervention, and treatment issues of children and

adults in Washington County who are in need of excellent services due to symptoms and
challenges related to mental health, addictions, and other behavioral health areas of expertise
Our BHC membership is diverse in terms of geography, cultural and ethnic makeup, and the
professional and lived experiences we contribute to the BHC and to our greater Washington
County community each day.

We are unanimous in our support of the Washington County Consolidated Communications
Agency (WCCCA) building becoming a combined location for the Family Justice Center and

CARES Northwest, once it becomes available.

Put simply, our Washington county children deserve a strong, comprehensive, and local
response to child and family trauma, Strengthening our response and our focus on children
and adults that need help coping with and healing from trauma is the right thing to do, and when
done well, can prevent the occurrence or increasing severity of behavioral health challenges.

The success of this proposal would create an innovative, state-of-the-art facility, bringing
together two needed service providers and ensuring our local residents have a coordinated and
safe place to go when they need help intervening in child abuse and/or domestic violence. Co-
locating CARES NW, a provider of child abuse intervention, prevention and healing services,
and the Family Justice Center, where families get support when impacted by domestic violence,
will improve the effectiveness of both types of services, while also closing a gap in lack of
access for Washington County families.

Our BHC acts in service of our neighbors, friends, and colleagues. We advise our County's
excellent Behavioral Health Program and ensure those most affected by lack of service or poor

service have a voice they can count on to bring their issues to light. lnvesting in the proposal

outlined here, and in quality, culturally-responsive, and accessible behavioral health services for
children and adults are some of the best investments that can be made for our County and for
our collective future.

We strongly encourage your support and invite your ongoing partnership with our Council

Thank you for your consideration,

Sincerely,



Becky Jones, Prevention Stakeholdel Chair
J. Sean Fields, Member at Large, Chair-Elect
Danielle Berner, Provider of Adult Alcohol and Drug Services
Jessica Cardinal, Member at Large
Kim Cooper, Provider of Child Mental Health Servlces
Carol Greenough, Member at Large
Marcia Hille, Provider of Adult Mental Health
Karen James, Family Member of an Adult Recipient of Seruices
Emily Matkar, Member at Large
Mary Monnat, Provider of Youth Alcohol and Drug Serurces
Dave Mowry, Adult Consumer
Eric Schmidt, Member at Large
Lynne Schroeder, Child-serving Social Service Agency
John Sheridan, K-l2 Schoo/ Representative
Balpreet Singh, Member at Large
Sgt. Dustin Sluman, Member at Large
Larysa Thomas, Member at Large
Steven Youngs, Member at Large



regon Department of Human Services
Child Welfare

15425 NW Greenbrier Pknvy
Beaverton, OR 97006
Voice: (503) 646-7234

Fax: (503) 643-4892

Kate Browry Governor

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications
Agency (WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center

and CARES Northwest (after the Washington County 911 call center moves to their new
location in202l).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our

Washington County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Child Experiences

show how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental

health problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or

criminal behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North
Portland location. In 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more

Washington County children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued.

Last year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child abuse medical

evaluations at CARES Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of
over 100% in the last 15 years.

In response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for
the past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the

Family Justice Center. The group's goal: establish a state-of-the art facility where

Washington County children who have been abused or neglected can get the support,

medical treatment and therapy they deserve. By co-locating those services at the WCCCA
building with the newly created Family Justice Center, families who experience any type of
violence within the home can receive the support they need at one location.

I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for
CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety

of children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future
generations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Dominic Canazaro CPS Supervisor Washington County, ODHS

Xp,iJ";,."."",
of Human Services



Kristin Kaufmann

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Linda Wilson < lindajwilsonl 963@gmail.com >

Friday, September 4,2020 12:17 PM

Kristin Kaufmann

TEXTERNALI WCCCA Building for Family Justice Center and CARES Northwest

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

We are writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated
Communications Agency (WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the
Family Justice Center and CARES Northwest (after the Washington County 91 1 call
center moves to their new location in 2021).

As a retired Hillsboro Police Commander (Joel) and a retired 911 Dispatcher (Linda),

we believe that strengthening the response to family and child trauma is critical to the
well-being of our Washington County citizens and communities.

Combining the location of CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center will
facilitate quicker access by victims and Westside Iaw enforcement agencies. ln this
way families who experience any type of violence within the home can receive the
support they need in one location.

For these reasons, we strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available
as a combined location for CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only

to promote the health and safety of children and families today, but the well-being of
Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration
Sincerely,

Commander Joel Wilson (Ret.)
Hillsboro Police

Linda Wilson

Linda

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the County. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking links from

unknown senders. Always follow the guidelines defined in the KnowBe4 training when opening email received from external

sources. Contact the ITS Service Desk ifyou have any questions'
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cares
northwest

Protecting children, healing lives

September 4,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Ariana Chavarria, LCSW
Counselor
CARES Northwest

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES
Northwest (after the Washington County 911 call center moves to their new location in 2021).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our
Washington County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Child Experiences show
how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health
problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal
behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North
Portland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more
Washington County children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued. Last
year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at
CARES Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100% in the
last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the
past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family
Justice Center. The group's goal: establish.a state-ofthe art facility where Washington County
children who have been abused or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and
therapy they deserve. By co-locating those services at the WCCCA building with the newly
created Family Justice Center, families who experience any type of violence within the home
can receive the support they need at one location.

During my time at CARES NW I have had the privilege of serving a number of families from
Washington County in our Trauma Focused Therapy program. These families have come to
CARES NW in times of uncertainty, confusion and fear. Throughout the process of being served !t. ,

by dedicated personneltrained to support families and children who face violence, neglect,. .Vnti$
and/or abuse in their homes or communities I've witnessed healing. While serving families I 'ry 

4'X,i
hear their most intimate struggles. Healing from trauma is difficult. Unfortunately, for many 7{$*-*

CHI I,DREN,S
ALLIANcE.

2800 N. Vancouver Avenue, Suite f201, Portland OR 97227 tel 503-275-9000 fax 503-276-9010 web www.caresnw.org

KaiserPermanente r OHsUDoernbecherChildren'sHospital o ProvidenceHealth&Services o Randall Children'sHospital atLegacyEmanuel
ACCREDITED

MEMBER



families the added stress of having to commute into Portland for services limits their ability to
access services and many times families are left to decide between seeking trauma focused
services in our program or look for generalized services closer to home.

A facility in Washington County would allow greater access to the families we serve. Together
with the Family Justice Center, CARES NW could ease one of the most difficult times families
may encounter.

I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for
CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of
children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Ariana Chavarria, LCSW
Counselor, CARES NW



,s ADMINISTRATIVE OFFTCE
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v trLtScLUl
9330 sE HqDtd St
Portbnd. OR 97266

BOYS & GIRI.s CIIIBS
OF PORT|jI{D METROPOLFAfl AREA

September 4,2020

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES
Northwest (after the Washington County 911 call center moves to their new location in 2021).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our
Washington County youth, families, and communities. Research on Adverse Child Experiences
show how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health
problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal
behavior over the course of their life.

At the Boys & Girls Clubs, we have first-hand experience of youth and families who have
experienced trauma, and have made it our mission to alleviate it. CARES Northwest, and places
like the Family Justice Center, are critical partners in our wraparound services for our
communities,

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North
Portland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more
Washington County children than Multnomah County children, That trend has continued. Last
year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child abuse medicalevaluations at
CARES Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 1 00% in the
last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the
past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family
Justiie Center. The group's goal: establish a state-of{he art facility where Washington County
children who have been abused or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and
therapy they deserve. By co-locating those services at the WCCCA building with the newly
created Family Justice Center, families who experience any type of violence within the home
can receive the support they need at one location.

Now more than ever our youth, families, and communities are facing the trauma caused by
poverty, racism, economic, housing, and food instability. We know that these stressors can
result in the external symptoms of neighborhood and domestic violence, child abuse, and poor
mental and physical health. Every hand in our community needs to come together to interrupt,
address, and alleviate these traumas and their symptoms.
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,s ADIIINISTRATIVE OFFICE
8203 SE zth Ave Suite 1oo
Porttand, OR gzzoa

MAIUNGADDRESS
PO Box 8zo2og
Portland, ORgTz9z

BOY-IS & GIRI.S CITIBS
OF PORTI.AND METROPOLITAH AREA

We strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for
CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of
children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,
RachelSchutz
Vice President of Services and Trauma lnformed Care
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Portland Metro Area
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August 4,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: James C Dooman

RE: WCCCA Building for the Family Justice Center and CARES Northwest

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES
Northwest (after the Washington County 91 1 call center moves to their new location in 2021).

Strengthening our response to family and child trauma is critical to the well-being of our
Washington County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Child Experiences show
how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health
problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal
behavior over the course of their life. Many children growing up in domestic violence homes
often become abusers themselves.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North

Portland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more
Washington County children than Multnomah County children. Last year almost 800
Washington County children were seen for child abuse evaluations at CARES Northwest (about

100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100o/o in the last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leqders and community members have been working for the
past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County. The hope is that we cab bring the
Family Justice Center and CARES Northwest under one roof. The group's goal: establish a

state-of-the art facility where Washington County children and adults who have been abused
can get the support, medical treatment and therapy they deserve. By co-locating those services
at the WCCCA building, families who experience any type of violence within the home can

receive the support they need all in one location.

As a former Juvenile Probation Officer I saw firsthand the results of child neglect and abuse. This

problem desperately needs more attention and resources.

I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for
CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of

children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration
Sincerely,
James C Dooman



Marilynn Helzerman

3810 NE Jackson School Road, Hillsboro, OR 97124

September 4,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

FTom: MARILYNN HELZERMAN

RE: WCCCA Building for the Family Justice Center and CARES Northwest

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES
Northwest (after the Washington County 91 1 call center moves to their new location in 2021).

Strengthening our response to family and child trauma is critical to the well-being of our
Washington County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Child Experiences show
how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health
problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal

behavior over the course of their life. Many children growing up in domestic violence homes
often become abusers themselves.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North

Portland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more
Washington County children than Multnomah County children. Last year almost 800

Washington County children were seen for child abuse evaluations at CARES Northwest (about

100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100o/o in the last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the
past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County. The hope is that we can bring the
Famiiy Justice Center and CARES Northwest under one roof. The group's goal: establish a

state-of-the art facility where Washington County children and adults who have been abused

can get the support, medical treatment and therapy they deserve. By co-locating those services

at the WCCCA building, families who experience any type of violence within the home can

receive the support they need in one location.

I have strongly supported the Family Justice Center of Washington County since its inception in

2018, both personally and through the Hillsboro Rotary Club Foundation. The merger of these
two entities and their commitment to serve those undergoing domestic abuse and violence in

our community, makes complete sense and will assist them in serving those in need more

efficiently and easily. I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a

combined location for CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the

health and safety of children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for
future generations.

Thank you for your consideration
Sincerely,
Marilynn Helzerman



September 3,2o2o

Washington County Board of Comrnissioners

155 N. First Avenue
Hillsboro, oregon 97124

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice center

Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing to support the proposal to use the Washington County Consolidated Communications

Agency (WCCCA) building as the combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES

Northwest when the Washington County 9tt call center moves to their new location in zo2l,

I have observed both personally and professionally the incredible impact of the CARES Northwest

team on the children and families of our region. As a resident of Washington County, I believe it is

critical to the health and well-being of our residents that we continue to strengthen our response to

child and family trauma. Research shows that trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood that a

child will experience mental health problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction,

hometessness and/or criminal behavior over the course of their life.

Since r9g7, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North Portland

location. ln 2018, for the first time, the number of children CARES Northwest served from

Washington County surpassed the number of children from Multnomah County. This trend has

continu;d with almost 8oo Washington County children being seen last year (approximately too

morethan Multnomah County). The number of Washington County children served by CARES

Northwest has increased over 1oo% in the last 15 years.

The plan to bring CARES Northwest to a Washington County location shared with the Family Justice

Center has been a year in the making. The goal is to establish a state-of-the art facility where

Washington County children who have been abused or neglected can get the supPort, medical

treatment and therapy they deserve. By co-locating the CARES Northwest services at the wcccA

buildingwith the Family Justice Center, famities who experience any type of violence within the

home can receive the support they need at one location.

I urge you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for CARES Northwest and

thelamily Justice center to promote the health and safety for children and families today and for

future generations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

55 NW Waltuck Court
Portland, Oregon 97229



ninety-nine ginlfniends
C0LLECTIVE GIVING FOR IMPACT: P0RTLAND & SWWASHINGTON

September 4,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners
From: Pip Denhart, Coordinating Council Co-Chair, ninety-nine girlfriends

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES
Northwest (after the Washington County 91 1 call center moves to their new location in 2021).

ln 2019 ninety-nine girlfriends awarded CARES Northwest a $100,000 lmpact Award to support
a pilot program for the expansion of their programs into Washington County. This expansion
represents a critical area of need for the services they provide to address the violence and
trauma experienced by children and families.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North
Portland location. ln 2018. for the first time in 30 years. CARES Northwest served more
Washington County children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued. Last
year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at
CARES Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 1o0o/o in the
last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the
past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family
Justice Center. The group's goal: establish a state-of-the art facility where Washington County
children who have been abused or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and
therapy they deserve. By co-locating those services at the WCCCA building with the newly
created Family Justice Center, families who experience any type of violence within the
home can receive the support they need at one location.

On behalf of the Coordinating Council of ninety-nine girlfriends, I strongly encourage you to
make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for CARES Northwest and the
Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of children and families today,
but the well-being of Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,

Pip Denhart
Coordinating Council Co-Chair
ninety-nine girlfriends



September 8,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Brian Tingey, Washington County Resident

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency

(WCccA)iuilding'available asi combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES

t1orthwesi (after the Washington County 91 1 call center moves to their new location in 2021)'

I feel that this would be the best use of this soon-to-be-available facility. Who is more important

to the safety and security of our collective future than our children? I support focusing our tax

funded buildings and programs to serve the children in our community. Co-locating these two

invaluable orginizations is a much more efficient and effective way to serve children who need

these services.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincereiy,

Brian Tingey



ASHIN TOt\

Public Safety Coordinatin

September 8,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Lindsay Coppinger, Chair, Washington County Public Safety Coordinating

Council

RE: WCCCA Building for the Family Justice Center and CARES Northwest

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications

Agency (WCCCn) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice

Centei and CARES Northwest (after the Washington County 911 call center moves to

their new location in2021).

Strengthening our response to family and child trauma is critical to the well-being of our

Washlngton dounty citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Child Experiences

show how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental

health problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or

criminal behavior over the course of their life. Many children growing up in domestic

violence homes often become abusers themselves.

Since 1ggz, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their

North porfland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served

more Washington County children than Multnomah County children. Last year almost

800 Washingion County children were seen for child abuse evaluations at CARES

Northwest (Jbout 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100o/o in the

last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working

for the past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County, The hope is that

we can brin! the Family Justice Center and CARES Northwest under one roof. The

group's goal: establish a state-of-the art facility where Washington County children and

iOutis who have been abused can get the support, medical treatment and therapy they

215 SW Adams Avenue Hillsboro, OR97123



deserve. By co-locating those services at the WCCCA building, families who experience

any type of violence within the home can receive the support they need all in one

location.

As a council that has primary focus and concern on our community's safety; and as a

council composed of these agency directors and non-profits who routinely and regularly

care for children and adults caught in abusive situations, we strongly believe this will

only benefit the county as a whole, providing the needed structure to better facilitate

care.

We strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined

location toi CnnES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the

health and safety of children and families today, but the well-being of Washington

County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration
Sincerely,

Lindsay Coppinger
Chair, Public Safety Coordinating Council

215 SW Adams Avenue Hillsboro, OR 97123
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Septembet 4,2020

Board of Commissioners

Washington County

155 N 18tAve, Suite 300

Hillsboro, OR 97124

Dear Washington County Commissioners,

It is my understanding that the impending move of Washington County's 91 1

Communication Services to its new facility next year will make the current building at 17911

NW Evergreen Place, Beaverton, available for other purposes. I am writing to support its

use as a combined home for the Family Justice Center of Washington County and CARES

Northwest.

As former Treasurer and Board Member of the Family Justice Center, I recognize the value

of providing needed services under one roof, and I believe offering assistance for Domestic

Violence and Child Abuse in one location would be a great benefit to Washington County

families.

Washington County has been a supportive partner of the Family Justice Center since its
inception, helping families experiencing domestic violence to more easily obtain the services
theyneed. County teaders and community members have been working to bring CARES
Northwest to Washington County in order to strengthen our response to family and child
trauma. Housing both the Family Justie Center and CARES Northwest in one facility would
allow Washington County families who experience any type of violence within the home to
receive the support they need all in one location.

I ask that you consider making the soon-to-be-vacated WCCCA building available as the
combined home for CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center of Washington County
to beneffi all residents of Washington County.

Thank you

Laura McMurray, CFO

4480 Nt CENTURY BLV0 HltLsB0R0, 0R S7124

PH0l'lE: 503-640-0807 ffi



August 26,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Chuck Anderson

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners.

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES
Northwest (after the Washington County 91 1 call center moves to their new location in 2021),

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our
Washington County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Child Experiences show
how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health
problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal
behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North
Portland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more
Washington County children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued. Last
year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at
CARES Northwest (about 100 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100% in the
last 15 years.

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the
past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family
Justice Center. The group's goal: establish a state-of-the art facility where Washington Gounty
children who have been abused or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and
therapy they deserve. By co-locating those services at the WCCCA building with the newly
created Family Justice Center, families who experience any type of violence within the home
can receive the support they need at one location.

Since 2007,I have been a Detective in Washington County investigating crimes against
children. I can't count the number of times l've been to CARES Northwest over the last 13
years. I've also been to assessment centers in many other counties and worked with child
advocacy centers around the country for cases involving children from Washington County We
are lucky to have CARES Northwest and their dedicated staff helping children talk about their
most traumatic experiences. There isn't a group I would rather have talk to my own child if the
need arose.

The only difficulty with CARES Northwest has been the location. Many times, families have had

difficulties getting to CARES Northwest because of where it is, For many families getting to or
leaving Portland at rush hour adds hours to an already stressful day. Having a location in

Washington County for our community members will be a tremendous benefit.



I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for
CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of
children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Ghuck Anderson



cares
northwest

Protecting children, healing lives

September 7,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Sally Blackwood, CARES Northwest

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency (WCCCA)

building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES Northwest (after the

Washington County 911 call center moves to their new location in 202L).

I have worked in the CARES Northwest lntake Department and our Prevention Department. ln my opinion, we

need a permanent home in Washington County for the following reasons:

1. Currently, families who live in Washington County spend at least 45-60 minutes commuting to/from their

CAERS Northwest appointment. This time estimate is based on driving to our North Portland location'

However, many of our families don't have access to a car and rely on public transportation. Therefore, they

need to take a combination of 2-3 buses and MAX to get to the CARES Northwest office. This places undo

stress on families who are already stressed due to concerns of child neglect and abuse.

2. We have a strong child abuse prevention program in Washington County. Our CARES Northwest

comprehensive violence prevention curriculum is the official curriculum for the Beaverton and Hillsboro

School Districts. Research shows that rates of disclosure increase after implementing violence prevention

curriculum. Therefore, we expect more referrals to CARES Northwest. Additionally, our prevention staff

have been training teachers and counselors in the Beaverton and Hillsboro District for years now. Because

teaching youth about child sexual abuse prevention is new for many teachers, having a "home" in

Washington County would help to collaborate more closely and enhance our ability to establish

relationships with the other school districts in Washington County. Furthermore, for years now, CARES

Northwest prevention staff have provided child abuse prevention to many pre-school ce'nters in Multnomah

County. Having a permanent site in Washington County would help us provide this service to pre-school and

childcare centers in that county as well.

I hope this letter adds some different information to the types of statements of general support that you have

received. Because of these reasons (and others), I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building

available as a combined location for CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the

health and safety of children and families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future

generations..

Thank you for your consideration

Sincerely,
Sally Blackwood, MA, LPC

CARES Northwest lntake Counselor & Prevention Educator

2800 N. Vancouver Avenue, Suite #201, Portland OR 97227 tel 503-276-9000 fax 503-276-9010 web www,caresnw.org

Kaiser permanente o OHSU Doernbecher Children's Hospital o Providence Children's Health o Randall Children's Hospital at Legacy Emanuel



regon Department of Human Services
Child Welfare

15425 NW Greenbrier PkovY

Beaverton, OR 97006
Voice: (503) 646-7234

Fax: (503) 643-4892

Kate Brown" Governor

September 8,2024

Xp,"fi;-,""",
of Human ServicesTo: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: lason Bromley, Child Protective Services Supervisor

Oregon Department of Human Services

Washington CountY

Re: wcccA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated

Communications Agency (WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the

Family Justice Center and CARES Northwest (after the Washington County 911 call

center moves to their new location in 2021).

As part of the supervisory team for Chlld Protective Servlces in Washington County,

I understand the critical role CARES NW services to the children of our community

as well as the importance of ongoing supportive services for children to work

through the trauma they endure, To bring the services of CARES NW and the Family

Justice Center to one location would be of immense asslstance to the families we

serve as well as the staff who assess child safety. While we have seen our referral

numbers drop during the COVID 19 pandemic, Washington County has seen a

roughty 50% increase in reports of child abuse in the last year and half. Many of

these cases require a review by a designated medical provider, which is CARES NW

for washington county. Travel to and from Portland is time consuming for child

abuse invesggators and sometimes a barrier for a families whose children need that

immediate medical attention. While CARES NW has opened up site in Beaverton,

we often lack to the ability to coordinate timely and needed therapy for these

children. To be able to provide this in one setting and within our county would

provide more opportunity for Washington County families to get timely servlces

and reduce the ongoing trauma associated with the victimization of child abuse' lt

would allow for Oregon Department of Human Services and our Law Enforcement



partners to team better by having a clinic close to where the work is done, whlch

certainly adds to a reduction in trauma for those impacted by abuse and neglect'

I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA buildlng available as a combined

location for CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote

the health and safety of children and families today, but the well'being of

Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for Your consideration.

Sincerely,

$-tr-'b*^^
Jason Bromley
Child Protective Services Supervisor

Oregon Department of Human Services

Washlngton CountY



CITY OF NORTH PLAINS
31360 NW Commercialsfreef North Plains, OR 97133

NORTII PI,AINE
Citl'to tho Sallllr,ot

September 4,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Teri Lenahan, Mayor North Plains

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency (WCCCA)

building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES Northwest (after the

washington county 911 call center moves to their new location in 2021).

I think reusing this county building to support both programs will be a win-win for both groups because it has

the potential to streamline the services and response times that our county can and should provide to

children and families who are experiencing this grotesque trauma.

Strengthening our response times to child and family trauma is extremely vital for the health and safety of

our citizens. Children are our future and parents need our support.

First, I ask that you vet this request. Secondly, I strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available

as a combined location for CARES Northwest and the Family Justice Center because it is the right thing to do.

please feel comfortable reaching out to me if you should have any further questions.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

4.J
Teri K Lenahan, Mayor North Plains

Office: (503)647-s555 police Non-Emergency Dispatch: 503.629.0111 Web: www.northplains.org



OREGON STATE LEGISLATURE

September 8,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Oregon State Legislators of Washington County

RE: WCCCA Building for CARES Northwest and Family Justice Center

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

We are writing in support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency
(WCCCA) building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and CARES
Northwest (after the Washington,Counfy 91 I call center moves to their new location in202l).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our Washington
County citizens and communities. Research on Adverse Childhood Experiences show how trauma in
childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience mental health problems, difficulty with
school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or criminal behavior over the course of their life.

Since 1987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North Portland
location. In 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more Washington County
children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued. Last year almost 800 Washington
County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at CARES Northwest (about 100 more
than Multnomah County), an increase,of over 100% in the last l5 years.

In response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the past year to
bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family Justice Center. The
group's goal: establish a state-of-the art facility where Washington County children who have been
abused or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and therapy they deserve. By co-locating those
services at the WCCCA building with the newly created Family Justice Center, families who experience
any type of violence within the home can receive the support they need at one location.

We strongly encourage you to make the WCCCA building available as a combined location for CARES
Northwest and the Family Justice Center, not only to promote the health and safety of children and
families today, but the well-being of Washington County for future generations.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,



OREGON STATE LEGISLATURE
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Sept 4,2020

To: Washington County Board of Commissioners

From: Bob Hermann, Retired Washington County District Attorney

Re: WCCCA Building for Family Justice Center and CARES Northwest

Dear Washington County Board of Commissioners:

I am writing personally, in addition to my co-signing the letter from the FJC Board Members, in

support of making the Washington County Consolidated Communications Agency (WCCCA)

building available as a combined location for the Family Justice Center and Cares Northwest

(after the Washington County glL call center moves to their new location in 2021).

Strengthening our response to child and family trauma is critical to the well-being of our

Washington County community and all its members. Research on Adverse Childhood

Experiences show how trauma in childhood can increase the likelihood a child will experience

mental health problems, difficulty with school or employment, addiction, homelessness and/or

criminal behavior over the course of their life. I don't need to tell you that those very potential

results of childhood trauma are a checklist of the very serious problems that every community

faces today. Conversations, protests and public demands are happening every day in this

country seeking opportunities to lessen or eliminate that list of damage that childhood trauma

can create.

Since t-987, CARES Northwest has been serving Washington County children at their North
portland location. ln 2018, for the first time in 30 years, CARES Northwest served more

Washington County children than Multnomah County children. That trend has continued. Last

year almost 800 Washington County children were seen for child abuse medical evaluations at

CARES Northwest (about L00 more than Multnomah County), an increase of over 100% in the

last 15 years, All those Washington County kids and families having to go to another County to

receive those critical CARES services'

ln response, Washington County leaders and community members have been working for the

past year to bring CARES Northwest to Washington County in a location shared with the Family

Justice Center. The group's goal: establish a state-of-the art facility where Washington County

children who have been abused or neglected can get the support, medical treatment and

therapy they deserve, By co-locating those services at the WCCCA building with the newly

created Family Justice Center, families who experience any type of violence within the home can

receive the support they need at one location'

I served Washington County for over 43 years as a prosecutor in the District Attorney's Office,

17 years as Chief Deputy DA and the last t9 % years as the elected District Attorney. During my

career I had a courtside view of the domesticviolence and physicaland sexualabuse of children

that impacted families, children and ourcommunity, lheard and sawthetrauma and pain.

Almost daily we would see the aftermath of domestic violence and childhood trauma: persons

being re-victimized, persons struggling with addiction and mental health problems, and persons



involved in all sorts of criminal activity. The research is accurate and plays out every day' An

opportunity to improve our County response shouldn't be passed up.

ln my career I believe that Washington County Board member have always recognized the

horrible impact of domestic violence and child abuse on our community. The CAO office and the

Board always provided resources and support for crime victims. My office consistently received

resource to deal with child abuse and domestic violence, Multiple examples exist of County

support for families and children affected by domestic violence, ln recent years the County

provided resources for Steve Berger's Community Corrections Department to supervise and

work with convicted dv offenders when the State would provide no financial support. The Board

has been criticaland essentialin supportingthe FamilyJustice Centre in its opening and

successful operation, Former Commissioner Malinowski was a constant presence in the

planning, development and ultimate opening. Present Commissioners Schouten and Rogers

were always strong supporters of County efforts to deal with domestic violence and crimes

against children in our communities.

ln sum our Board of Commissioners have been a consistent voice and had a constant message in

the effort to help prevent, respond to and treat family trauma in our community. Now the

County has a unique opportunity. We have something available we really never had before' A

tangible, physical resource to dramatically provide co-located support to children and families in

our county. This building will be a place open to all, providing services to any who seek them.

This can be a big decision that demonstrates the County's commitment to our communities'

strong present requests for equal access to critical services and for action to deal with the root

causes that have led to the serious problems impacting our communities today.

Thanks for considering my thoughts
Sincerely,

4fi"d
Bob Hermann, Washington County District Attorney, Retired 201"8


