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Regional Solutions / Office of the Governor 
ATTN: Jason Lewis-Berry, Director 
900 Court Street Suite 254 
Salem, OR 97301  

Dear Mr. Lewis-Berry, 

On behalf of the Seal Rock Water District (SRWD) I am writing in support of the City of Newport’s 
proposed project to remediate Big Creek Dams in Newport, Oregon. As a partner agency in the Mid-Coast 
Water Basin, SRWD has developed a strong relationship with the City of Newport to assist with regional water 
needs. As water resources and infrastructure are becoming increasingly stressed, our work together has 
become even more vital.  

Over the past several years, SRWD has witnessed increasing concern over the seismic stability of the 
Big Creek Dams. In 2015, when the regional experienced a severe drought, our concern escalated as we 
began to better understand the complexity of water infrastructure and supply constraints emerging in the 
region. Events such as this that stress our water supply call even greater attention to our need to explore 
innovative water supply solutions to sustain our communities and meet the growing demand in the Mid-Coast 
region. 

As a collaborating partner, the City of Newport has been a great leader in seeking innovative solutions 
to our emerging water needs. We are writing this letter of support for the City of Newport’s efforts to remediate 
Big Creek Dam. We are confident that such an effort will be critical to the sustainability of the jobs and quality 
of life in the region.  

Thank you for your concern – and attention to – the immediate needs of the Mid-Coast. We are pleased 
to support this important effort to ensure a strong future for our region. 
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