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TESTIMONY REGARDING  

Appropriations to Department of Agriculture, Noxious Weed Program 

April 14, 2021 

Joint Committee on Ways and Means Subcommittee on Natural Resources 
Senator Kathleen Taylor – Co-Chair 
900 Court St. NE, S-423, Salem, Oregon 97301 
sen.kathleentaylor@oregonlegislature.gov   
 

Representative Jeff Reardon – Co-Chair 
900 Court St. NE H-493, Salem, Oregon 97301 
Rep.JeffReardon@oregonlegislature.gov 
 

Senator Dick Anderson 
900 Court St. NE, S-303, Salem, Oregon 97301 
Sen.DickAnderson@oregonlegislature.gov 
 

Senator Lew Frederick 
900 Court St. NE, S-419, Salem, Oregon 97301 
Sen.LewFrederick@oregonlegislature.gov 
 

Representative Vikki Breese-Iverson 
900 Court St. NE, H-377, Salem, Oregon 97301 
rep.vikkibreeseiverson@oregonlegislature.gov 
 

Representative Paul Holvey 
900 Court St. NE, Salem H-277, Oregon 97301 
Rep.PaulHolvey@oregonlegislature.gov 
 

Representative Khanh Pham 
900 Court St. NE, H-486 Salem, Oregon 97301 
Rep.KhanhPham@oregonlegislature.gov 
 

Representative David Brock Smith – Member 
900 Court St. NE, H-379, Salem, Oregon 97301 
Rep.DavidBrockSmith@oregonlegislature.gov 

Distinguished Senators and Representatives, 

The Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District welcomes the opportunity to provide written testimony 

regarding the proposed appropriations to the Oregon Department of Agriculture to address natural resource 

related issues.  As an organization that works directly with the Oregon Department of Agriculture on a variety of 

topics including water quality and noxious weeds, we know all too well the importance of our natural resources to 

Oregonians.   

We have recently become aware of proposed reductions to the Oregon Department of Agriculture noxious weed 

control program.  Because we are active in regional efforts to control noxious weeds, we are familiar with the 

impact that these invasive species have on our local economy and natural resources.   

Weeds are more than a gardener’s dilemma.  They threaten the livability of our communities and adversely impact 

our social, economic, and natural resources.  One study on the Economic Impact from Selected Noxious Weeds in 

Oregon looked at just 25 of our 128 designated noxious weeds and found that these 25 species alone cost 

Oregonians “$83.5 million in personal income to the State's economy” per year i.  Without active management 

these losses are predicted to rise to $1.8 billion annually.  These damages are disproportionately felt by our 

agricultural and natural resource-based producers.   
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Noxious weeds also impact the livability of our communities.  Many of the invasive species currently targeted by 

the Oregon Department of Agriculture pose a threat to human health and property.  Some weeds are known to 

cause severe rashes and burns while others are highly poisonous to people, pets, livestock, and wildlife.  These 

invasive weeds degrade the quality-of-life that Oregonians enjoy and alter the way we interact with our 

surroundings.   

Oregon’s wild lands and natural areas are also adversely impacted by invasive species.     Noxious weeds displace 

our native plants and animals, degrade the quality of our natural resources, and result in a landscape that is less 

Oregon-like.  This disruption of our local ecology leads to the continued degradation of our natural systems and 

the viability of our tourism-based economy.  Oregon’s natural areas generate millions of dollars of revenue from 

tourism each year and form a vital component affecting the livability of our communities.   

The Oregon Department of Agriculture serves a vital role to the citizens of Oregon by mitigating the many direct 

and indirect impacts from invasive species.  The assistance and tools they provide through their network of 

regional Integrated Weed Management Coordinators are invaluable resources that empower local entities like the 

Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District.   

The proposed shift of $464,855 in staff resources from the Noxious Weed Program to the Hemp Program will 

greatly undermine the ability of the Noxious Weed Program to address critical invasive species threats to Oregon.  

This reduction will undermine the ability of the noxious weed program to accomplish its mission and will 

undermine the state and local partnerships they support.  We routinely partner with the Noxious Weed Program, 

and the many accomplishments realized through these partnerships will be threatened by this budget reallocation.   

As you deliberate appropriations to the Oregon Department of Agriculture, we ask that you please consider the 

vital role undertaken by the noxious weed control program and continue to protect Oregon’s most valuable 

natural resources. 

We sincerely thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on an issue of such importance to Oregonians.  

Respectfully, 

 

 

Chris Lapp, District Manager     Samuel Leininger, WeedWise Manager 

 
i The Research Group, LLC.  2014.  Economic Impact from Selected Noxious Weeds in Oregon. Prepared for Oregon Department of Agriculture 
Noxious Weed Control Program.  


