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Introduction:  

Who is testifying? About Elizabeth Porter, MSSM, GISP (Eugene, OR)

I am a 5+ year OMMP patient with glaucoma, responsive to cannabis therapy and unable to tolerate 

and unresponsive to currently available FDA-approved glaucoma medicines. 

I served as the chief information officer for one of the busiest regulatory districts in the US, 

overseeing the modernization of the reporting and tracking systems for regulating water.  My work 

history includes the development of complex land surveillance systems and reporting systems for a 

variety of applications.

I conducted hundreds of public interest reviews, participated in rule-making and legislative reviews.

I contributed to the development of state, federal and international data standards.

I participated on both working and strategic national committees addressing issues in information 

collection, retention, benchmarking and information ethics.

I have studied open source materials on cannabis tracking systems for over five years.

I am engaged in study of mining for bias in the EMR with respect to cannabis use.

I advise on issues of health parity, healthcare IT, and civil rights for state and national civil rights, 

patient advocacy and policy groups.

My training is in both science and systems engineering. 

I have no financial interests in cannabis tracking or EMR systems or any alternative technologies.

I have no business interest in the cannabis industry.



Stigma as recognized in public health as one of today’s foremost health care 

challenges and deteriorates quality of care:

Stigma in relation to patients who use cannabis therapeutically consists of:

- lack of relevant knowledge (ignorance)

- attitudes (prejudice) 

- behaviors (discrimination)

Parity is equality in rights and access to healthcare between a patient who uses 
cannabis therapeutics compared to a patient who uses other health options.

Health Equity  – Can there be equity with pervasive, 
institutionalized  stigma?

Impact of Stigma on Health Outcomes

3

“Stigma tragically deprives people of their dignity and interferes with 

their full participation in society.” US Surgeon General’s Report on 

Mental Health, 1999  



Importance of §3:  OHA Public Health Role Web Site Revisions

• Addresses only harms and no benefits of cannabis use.
• Protects “public health” but there is no mention of protecting vulnerable patients.
• Uses decisive language to demonstrate active support for ‘use prevention’ but noncommittal (or absent) 

language for safe use, consumer testing, and support for OCC oversight.

Current web site:
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•Stop High-Tech Profiling. ...

•Ensure Fairness in Automated Decisions. ...

•Preserve Constitutional Principles. ...

•Enhance Individual Control of Personal Information. ...

•Protect People from Inaccurate Data. 

•American Civil Liberties Union

•Asian Americans Advancing Justice —

AAJC

•Center for Media Justice

•ColorOfChange

•Common Cause

•Free Press

•The Leadership Conference on Civil and 

Human Rights

•NAACP

•National Council of La Raza

•National Hispanic Media Coalition

•National Urban League

•NOW Foundation

•New America Foundation’s Open 

Technology Institute

•Public Knowledge

Importance of §5 & 24: What Are the Most Critical Information Civil Rights Concerns?

Co-mingling health information in a law enforcement data system 

OMMP Creates An Unprotected Patient Cohort

2015 Civil Rights Principles for the Era of Big Data

https://www.aclu.org/blog/technology-and-liberty-racial-justice-criminal-law-reform/when-big-data-becomes-civil-rights
http://www.advancingjustice-aajc.org/privacy
http://centerformediajustice.org/2014/02/27/surveillance-and-social-control-the-conversation-we-need-to-be-having/
http://colorofchange.org/press/releases/2014/2/27/civil-rights-coalition-releases-core-principles-ci/
http://www.freepress.net/blog/2014/02/27/coalition-calls-protecting-privacy-rights-communities-color
https://civilrights.org/civil-and-human-rights-orgs-speak-out-for-the-first-time-on-privacy-and-big-data-policy/
http://www.nclr.org/index.php/issues_and_programs/civil_rights_and_justice-1/telecommunications/telecommunication_principles/
http://nulwb.iamempowered.com/newsroom/policy-news/national-urban-league-supports-big-data-privacy-principles
http://oti.newamerica.net/blogposts/2014/civil_rights_in_the_age_of_big_data-104390


Importance of §14: Grower Rules: Promotes Systemic Racism Via Plant Counts and 
Added Requirement for Land Ownership Permission Reporting

Source:  Joint Task Force Addressing 
Racial Disparities in Home Ownership, 
Report on Addressing Barriers to Home 
Ownership for People of Color in Oregon, 
Dec 2019, OR Legislative Policy & 
Research Office, downloaded 6/24/20

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/citize
n_engagement/Reports/2019-JARDHO-
Addressing%20Barriers%20to%20Home%
20Ownership%20for%20People%20of%2
0Color%20in%20Oregon.pdf

• Applicable for medical growers in tenancy arrangements and in urban settings.

• Targets vulnerable community members:  renters and urban dwellers.

• Renters (vs owners) are disproportionally people of color, people with disabilities, the elderly, and 

those with lower income. 

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/citizen_engagement/Reports/2019-JARDHO-Addressing%20Barriers%20to%20Home%20Ownership%20for%20People%20of%20Color%20in%20Oregon.pdf


OMMP Should Address Digital Inclusion and Cyber Security Risk of Program Immediately
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What Health and Safety Requirements are Requirements 
(and Not Elective Data Mining) Are Necessary

to Justify Occupying Internet Bandwidth for Cannabis Reporting?

Review requirements carefully.
These have social justice implications.

For Required Internet Reporting, Subsidies should be provided to bridge the “Digital Divide”, not 
exacerbate it.  Revisit “requirements”; revisit costs to include equity measures needed.

Marijuana Programs Have 
Info Technology Mandates
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Oregon does not have a statewide program to 
manage data privacy risk

The state lacks enterprise policies and procedures 
for how to respond to incidents where PII has 
been compromised

PII is collected by many agencies, but not clearly 
defined

Concerns In Oregon 2020 SOS Audit Report on Privacy Risk Are 
Relevant to OMMP
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From Report: High 
Cost of a Single Data 
Breach



Do OMMP Patients Have Civil Rights?
Court Rules Against Marijuana Patient

Are there any venues 
to address social 

inequity while this 
ruling stands?

A legislative fix is 
needed.

Participants in OMMP 
do not have civil 

rights protections.



Thank you for allowing me to testify 
in support of SB758

OREGON MEDICAL AND 
THERAPEUTIC CANNABIS ACT

Elizabeth Porter, MSSM, GISP
Health Environment Justice

Eugene, Oregon


