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TESTIMONY TO THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
81st Oregon Legislative Assembly 2021 Session 

Re: SENATE BILL 683 

 
Submitted by: Mike Green, Co-founder 

Common Ground Conversations on Race in America 

Central Point, Oregon 

Email: amikegreen2@gmail.com 

Twitter: @amikegreen2 

March 9, 2021 

Re: SB 683 (Bill Author, Senator Lew Frederick) 

Requires school districts to provide instruction on racist history of this country and state. Directs State 

Board of Education to adopt requirements for instruction. Directs Department of Education to convene 

advisory group for purposes of assisting State Board of Education in adopting requirements for 

instruction on racist history and recommending curricula. Declares emergency, effective on passage. 

 

MY TESTIMONY 

WHO: My name is Mike Green. I am a cultural economist, national consultant and the Chief Strategist at 

the National Institute for Inclusive Competitiveness (niicusa.org). I am also co-founder of Common 

Ground Conversations on Race in America (CGC on Race: commongroundconversations.com). As a 

national consultant, I have worked with numerous policymakers at local, regional, state and federal 

levels of government, foundation leaders, institutions of higher education, K-12 school districts, 

economic and community development organizations, entrepreneurs, investors, business leaders, 

church leaders and major media. I am a published writer and author with many speaking engagements 

on the topic of race and economics in America. I educate educators. I advise policymakers. I help build 

coalitions through common ground information that creates a common frame of knowledge and 

reference that leads to common understanding and productive dialogue.  

PROBLEM: The challenge facing this revered body of Oregon state policymakers is that there is a lack of 

common knowledge of both U.S. and Oregon state history in this body. There is no fault to be found 

here. There is no blame or shame to be appointed. There is no accusation of racism or racist intentions 

being levied by my testimony. I am pointing out facts. All of us were born in the middle of a chapter of 

U.S. and Oregon state history. We did not invent the systems we inherited. We did not create the 

mailto:amikegreen2@gmail.com


 
 

commongroundconversations.com 
 

2 
 

problems that were passed down to us. We did not establish the school systems and the segregationist 

public policies and private sector practices upon which they were developed. The problems that have 

rolled down through the generations like a snowball racing downhill, have not magically dissipated, as 

some would suggest, but rather have deepened and widened, as I will prove in my testimony. 

DECISION: The “shameful condition” that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr described in 1963, which we 

inherited, is not our fault. It existed before we were born. However, now that we have inherited a 

society built and sustained through segregationist policies and practices that protect white supremacy 

(the bedrock foundation upon which this nation and state were both built), it is incumbent upon us to 

determine whether we will “maintain the status quo,” as Dr. King described segregationists of his day, or 

take steps to redesign, reform and reconstruct the segregationist society passed down to us. We will 

either sustain the status quo or pass down a more equitable and inclusive multicultural society to future 

generations. We own no blame or shame for our inheritance. But we do own all of the responsibility for 

what we do with that inheritance. Will we sustain the lies or tell the truth? 

ACTIONABLE STEP: The first step in determining what we shall do is to look back to the beginning of U.S. 

history to understand the truth about what happened then, and in each era along the way to the era in 

which we were each born, and we now live. This exercise is not as laborious as some may think. 

Consider the image below. Note: If you’re wondering what the “Negro Revolution” is, the U.S. 

government in 1965 proclaimed it the most important event in U.S. history. No schools teach it. Why? 
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My wife and I guide participants in our CGC on Race introductory facilitations on a journey of discovery, 

from the day the first Anglo-Saxon European stepped foot on this continent of more than 600 nations of 

nonwhite peoples, all the way to today, in a mere 90 minutes. We address the clash of cultures and 

ideologies (Individualism vs Collectivism) as well as the moral values (or lack thereof) in the value system 

placed on human lives based upon a false societal construct of skin color and race.  

 

The consistent result from our engagements is a cavalcade of epiphanies and an energetic awakening 

that motivates a desire to learn more. And more importantly, the energy level rises to a crescendo that 

compels people to want to take action. That is the power inherent in telling the truth. Our schools 
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should be arenas of fact-based truth-telling. But that isn’t the framework that governed how they were 

established. And sadly, each generation has simply sustained the status quo. We can change that.   

WHITE CHRISTIANS: Our CGC on Race in America primary audiences have been White Christians, most 

with politically conservative perspectives, which is the largest demographic in southern Oregon and 

many areas around the country where we have engaged eager audiences who desire to know truth. We 

are confident that White Americans at both ends of the politically ideological spectrum can find a 

common ground of understanding through a common ground of knowledge. The problem is we cannot 

create a common ground of knowledge for our children if the adults are unwilling to learn what they 

don’t know. After all, we cannot teach what we do not know. Fact-based knowledge is the value CGC on 

Race delivers. Facts serve to build a common ground of awareness and knowledge. And upon that 

foundation we can develop a common ground of understanding that leads to productive dialogue.   

Today, our nation’s schools are populated by more than 3 million teachers, 80% of who are White. 

These professionals were never exposed to the truth that CGC teaches. SB 683 offers a first step in a 

process of educating the adults to equip them to educate the children of our state. What percentage of 

teachers in Oregon are equipped to teach the true history of the U.S. and the state of Oregon?  
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In many areas of Oregon, there is a lack of a common understanding of the vital importance of the 

ongoing societal struggle over the evolution of this nation from its inception as a whites-only citizenry to 

acceptance of a new identity as a multicultural society and Inclusive America. Ironically, this legislative 

body needs the very education this bill purports. Will the legislature avail itself to new knowledge? 

Here is a history textbook used in southern Oregon at a well-known private Christian school. It wreaks of 

white supremacist ideology throughout.  

 

 

I support SB 683 because it is a first step in disrupting insidious multigenerational state and national 

narratives that promote white supremacy as mainstream ideology in public and private schools, 

Christian churches and through mass media and political messaging.  
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The Chronicle of Higher Education published an essay titled, “How Scholars Sustained White 

Supremacy.” It referred to a collection of nearly 3,000 history textbooks dating from the 1800s to the 

1980s. A study of these books revealed a pattern of white supremacist ideology throughout.  
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DISRUPTING THE STATUS QUO: Although few legislative bills ever receive consensus, it is ironic that 

those opposed to teaching truth in Oregon public school districts were previously students who sat in 

classrooms being unwittingly indoctrinated into white supremacist ideology. Now, they sit in the seats of 

power, wealth and influence across the state and nation leveraging their capacity to protect the status 

quo from disruption.  

The status quo is an inherited system of segregationist policies and practices that none of us established. 

But we now have the responsibility to determine whether we will continue to perpetuate falsehoods 

and outright lies or disrupt the multigenerational messaging in schools across Oregon (steeped in racial 

hierarchy and white supremacy) to redesign, reform and reconstruct the curricula and lesson plans 

regarding U.S. and Oregon history, civics and economics. 

Below is a sample of the power of truth-telling about white supremacy in America and Oregon. 
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MEASURING WHAT WE VALUE: Understanding the present-day conditions, which Dr. King described as 

a “shameful condition” in his famous “I have a dream” speech, is key to opening the door to the history 

we inherited and continue to write in the present day. We live in a segregated society that the Supreme 

Court in 1896 declared two separate American societies: one White wealthy and powerful, the other 

Black poor and powerless. The laundry list of political appeasements in policies have become a façade 

behind which white supremacy continues to hide generation after generation while the measurable 

conditions of nonwhite populations deteriorate with each generation. 

Today, poor Black and Hispanic children, which represent the largest racial demographic groups of 

America’s most vulnerable populations (MVP), remain ubiquitously imprisoned in the worst quality 

schools in the richest nation on Earth. That plain-sight fact is an indicator of our societal value system.   
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HISTORICAL TIMELINE: So, how did America get to this point in history in which the vast majority of 

White America lacks knowledge of the fact this nation was built on a bedrock foundation of white 

supremacy by founding fathers who were white supremacists and established a whites-only national 

citizenry? Our journey back in time requires that we let go of the myths we’ve been conditioned to 

believe by our schools, churches, political parties and media. The truth can set us free from the dogma 

of ideological ignorance. 

Consider the awesomeness of Abraham Lincoln who is reported to have freed the slaves with his 

Emancipation Proclamation. The story behind his decision to issue that proclamation, and the actual 

impact of it, sets the stage for 100 years of American history that’s highlighted in Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr’s book, “Why We Can’t Wait,” which should be mandatory reading for every elected official, every 

educator at every level, and every student in America. Lincoln sought to unify a WHITE NATION.  

He did not seek to transform a WHITE NATION into a multicultural inclusive America. 

 

https://americanmind.org/audio/multiculturalism-vs-america/
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GREATEST ERA IN US HISTORY: Fortunately, for Black Americans, and all other Americans of color, there 

were “White Radicals” in a divided Congress who stood against the predominant culture of white 

supremacy and a white supremacist president (Andrew Johnson). This small group of White men, led by 

Thaddeus Stevens in the House and Charles Sumner in the Senate, PRIORITIZED the economic and 

political empowerment of Black people immediately after the last slaves left the plantations in 

Galveston, Texas on June 19, 1865 (Freedom Day or Juneteenth).  

The greatest era in US history lasted a mere seven years. In this time frame, White Radicals in Congress 

did the following: 

• Changed the Constitution 3 times (13th, 14th and 15th amendments – outlawed slavery except in 

cases of incarceration, extended national citizenship to Black people and others born on US soil, 

and extended the right to vote to Black men) 

• Funded the Freedmen’s Bureau and Freedmen’s Savings and Trust (first Black bank in the US) 

• Introduced the first Civil Rights Act (1866. Note: there would be seven more to come) 

• Impeached a white supremacist president (Johnson survived the trial by one vote. When he left 

office he ran for the Senate and won) 

• Accelerated the development of Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU). Note: More 

than 100 would be built from 1865 to 1965. 

• Established favorable conditions for more than 4 million Black people who were emerging from 

246 years of slavery to gain economic stability through land allocation and the Freedmen’s 

Bureau support, which included military protection. The result? More than 200 Black towns 

were built in the first 20 years following Freedom Day. 

 

In 1883, the Statue of Liberty celebrated its grand opening. France had gifted this iconic statue to the US 

to commemorate the freedom of Black people and the end to chattel slavery in America. This was six 

years before Ellis Island was opened. The Statue always stood as a global icon of freedom for Black 

Americans. It still does today. And the museum next to it tells the true story, which has nothing to do 

with immigration.  
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The arguments against the achievements of the White Radicals in Congress, who were Republicans, is 

that the federal government overstepped its boundaries and infringed on states rights to govern their 

own populations and determine their own citizenry. The opposition to the Freedmen’s Bureau was it 

was too expensive and would set a precedent of Black dependency on government handouts.  

Meanwhile, 270 million acres of land was being handed out to millions of White families across the 

country, including here in Oregon by the federal government in the Homestead Act, which was enacted 

during the Civil War but ramped up following it in 1865. Black families were promised 40 acres and a 

mule. That promise was broken. So, the 4 million war refugees emerging from generations of horrific 

hellish treatment entered into a hostile nation that even Abraham Lincoln had not envisioned them 

becoming citizens with rights equal to Whites. 
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White Americans struggled with the question: What to do with Black people?  

From the inception of the nation in 1776, when it declared itself sovereign during a war with Great 

Britain over control and ownership of a continent neither had a right to own or control, each of the 13 

colonies had to answer this quintessential question that would define the character of the state: What 

will you do with your Black people … slave or slave-free? 

The answer established the 13 states as 8 slave and 5 slave-free. But no Black person was a citizen of the 

nation, even if living in a slave-free state. Black people were not considered equal to Whites. And even 

free Black people could be kidnapped and dragged into a slave state and sold into slavery, which 

happened routinely.  
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Schools do not teach about the rise of Black prosperity in America. While Black prosperity was nothing 

compared to White prosperity, Black Americans found their families, united around communal cultures 

and found ways to survive and even thrive in the harshest conditions. The rise of Black prosperity also 

gave rise to White resentment, fear and violence. 

 

 

 

Although White society was already diminishing the access of Black Americans to capital resources, land, 

homes, businesses, education, and overall competing in the capitalist arena, public policies also 

empowered police to arrest Black people for any reason. Once arrested, they were sent to prison by 

White juries and judges that sentenced innocent Black Americans to prison labor that fueled an 

underground White economy. This practice was known as Convict Leasing (most of Alabama’s state 

revenues for many years were due to Convict Leasing). Black prisoners were often leased out to 

plantation owners where they were previously enslaved.  
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Despite the hostilities of a White society that had enslaved them for nearly 250 years and upon release 

segregated them into squalid conditions and denied them access to the American Dream, Black 

Americans courageously stood up for their rights as citizens and leveraged the right to vote to elect 

Black leaders who would represent them in state and national political arenas.  

The backlash across a White supremacist society was swift. Violence reigned for 100 years, targeting 

Black American families and communities. Even sympathetic White Americans were targeted. More than 

25% of the lynchings across the nation (which occurred in all but four states), were of White people 

killing White people. The pathology was so ingrained in White American society that White families 

would come to public lynchings and bring their children on the outing, which they considered 

entertainment. White supremacy was not a fringe extremist ideology. It was ingrained in every 

institution of power, wealth and influence across the entire nation. White supremacy was mainstream 

American ideology. That has not yet changed.  
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In 1876, White Americans could not decide the presidential election between Hayes and Tilden. The 

debate spilled into 1877 when a commission was formed to settle the matter. In a not-so-secret meeting 

between northern Whites and southern Whites, a “Great Compromise” was reached. Rutherford B. 

 Hayes would be given the presidency in exchange for the Union troops to be withdrawn from the 

southern states. The presence of the troops and threat of martial law in perpetuity is how the 14th 

amendment to the constitution received support from three-quarters of the 37 states in 1868 and the 

15th amendment was passed in 1870. But after troops were removed in 1877, White rage was 

unleashed. And by the 1896 official declaration of the Supreme Court that this was two separate 

Americas, more than 53,000 Black people had been murdered. See From Here to Equality. 

https://uncpress.org/book/9781469654973/from-here-to-equality/
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What was happening in Oregon during the formation of the nation? Oregon joined the Union in 1859, 

just two years before the start of the Civil War, as a slave-free state. Oregon wasn’t concerned about the 

slavery issue at all. It simply didn’t want to the expansion of slavery (which was the central issue that led 

to the Civil War) to extend to Oregon, which branded itself as a “White Utopia.” Oregon’s White 

residents didn’t want Black people in the state and explicitly stated such in its constitution. 
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Oregon entered the 

Union at an opportune 

time. During the Civil 

War, the US federal 

government enacted the 

Homestead Act and 

began a process of 

handing out millions of 

acres of land to millions 

of White families. These 

lands were confiscated 

during and after the war. 

They were also lands 

taken by force from the 

Native Americans. 
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Ironically, Oregon was established by White Americans proclaiming Christianity as their faith. But the 

failure to convert Cayuse Indians ultimately results in a lot more White Protestant Christians traveling 

from the east coast to take the land and homes of Native peoples in the west.   
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The Homestead Act established generations of land-owners in White America. This privilege was denied 

to the vast majority of nonwhite people in America. Today, the idea of a federal government providing 

an economic foundation for any group of marginalized vulnerable peoples animates a hostile resistance 

to such policy or practice. Yet, this is precisely what happened in Oregon and elsewhere across the 

nation. 
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Oregon was one of the many areas across the nation that benefited from Asian immigration and 

workers. But, like the rest of the nation, White resentment in Oregon would rise against Asian 

immigrants. 
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The misunderstood history of the famous Brown v Board of Education ruling by the Supreme Court in 

1954 has confused multiple generations of students who are now confused adults. The Supreme Court’s 

decision did not result in widespread desegregation of the schools. It most assuredly did not result in 

widespread desegregation of communities, workplaces or economic systems. 

Dr. King wrote in detail about how the Supreme Court reversed its decision in 1958 by upholding the 

Pupil Placement Law in Alabama. This law nullified Brown v Board. And to this very day, schools remain 

segregated along racial lines. Moreover, the funding mechanism for schools, which has been left to the 

states and local districts, is the key problem that sustains ingrained inequities in the quality of schools 

serving America’s most vulnerable populations. The $736B that funds public education across the nation 

is divided between state funding (48%) and local funding (47%) with the federal government 

contributing a mere 8% ($60B). This equation leaves the strongest decisions regarding the quality of 

schools serving the most vulnerable children in the hands of state and local officials who have a long 

sordid history of sustaining the status quo of segregationist policies and practices. 
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If you don’t know A. Philip Randolph, then you are missing a huge chunk of history wherein Black 

Americans protested repeatedly (often with severe violent backlash from White authorities). They 

sought to gain the attention of the part of White society who Black Americans believed to be well-

meaning allies who could help change the conditions over which only they had significant influence. 

Randolph organized the 1957 March on Washington where a young Christian preacher, Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr would give a preview speech of what was to come several years later. 
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In 1960, Black voters put their weight behind John F. Kennedy to defeat Richard Nixon, who they knew 

to be a white supremacist. Nixon was President Eisenhower’s vice president for eight years. Nixon 

opposed Brown v Board. And while Black voters were still supporting Republicans in significant numbers, 

the 1960 election of JFK leaned a heavy majority of Black voters toward the Democratic Party, which had 

made strong promises that Black Americans were counting on. Nixon paid lip service to the same issues 

but fooled no one. And when King called Nixon a “moral coward” that solidified the Black vote in favor 

of Democratic leadership. Nixon would, however, get the last laugh eight years later. 
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The honeymoon between JFK and Black Americans would not last long. JFK was elected to do three 

things: 

1. End segregation in schools 

2. End discrimination in housing 

3. End discrimination in banking 

He did none of the aforementioned. And by 1963, with the centennial celebration of the Emancipation 

Proclamation generating a growing discontent across Black America, which considered the anniversary 

celebrations a mockery of their untenable conditions, JFK was feeling intense pressure. 
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Dr. King did not shy away from what he called a “Revolution.” In his book, “Why We Can’t Wait,” he 

describes in detail the “Negro Revolution,” and his “army” of volunteers. He uses the war motif 

throughout the book. He considered himself a nonviolent direct-action warrior fighting against 

segregation in America. So, if that’s Dr. King’s own description of himself, why isn’t it ours? 

Moreover, why isn’t this book mandatory reading by every American in every school in the country? The 

first chapter is titled, “The Negro Revolution: Why 1963?” 

Two months before King gave his iconic speech in Washington DC, he traveled to Detroit’s Cobo Hall and 

delivered a searing exhortation on segregation. Why do so many Americans not know this speech?  
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This speech was a precursor to the “I Have a Dream” speech that King gave in August of 1963. But King 

didn’t start that speech in DC with a dream. He began with his sober reality…which has been 

whitewashed. Each year, King’s legacy is further diluted by myths and platitudes. But who is speaking 

passionately and convincingly about ending segregation in schools? Who speaks of ending 

discrimination in housing and banking today, as an ongoing battle in the Revolution King led? 
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When King was delivering this speech in 1963, what was the measurable status of the “shameful 

condition” that he was protesting? What is the measurable status of such conditions in Oregon today?  

• Quality of schools serving Black students 

• Black Homeownership rates and affordability of housing 

• Black access to banking and capital 
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When people ask me if I think the United States is a racist nation, I do not answer. I simply point them to 

the 1965 Dept. of Labor Policy Planning and Research report. It declares America to be a racist nation. It 

even declares who is the primary target of White hostility and racism in this nation. That was 56 years 

ago. I was 3 years old. This report was talking about me and my children. 
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Dr. King wrote in detail about the Negro Revolution in his 1964 book, “Why We Can’t Wait.” 

The U.S. Dept. of Labor declared the Negro American Revolution to be the most important event in U.S. 

history. The first chapter of the Dept. of Labor’s research report is titled, “The Negro American 

Revolution.” 

This is not taught in American schools today. It has, however, been politicized by those who seek to lay 

the blame for the “shameful condition” of America’s most vulnerable populations at the feet of the 

individual rather than the systemic segregationist policies and practices that have benefited White 

society while depriving America’s MVP of equitable access to resources and ownership of lands, homes, 

businesses and intellectual property. These are valued assets that help build net worth and generational 

wealth. Many in White America own the power, yet blame the powerless. We must teach all of White 

America about its own history of hostility in order to prepare future generations of White Americans to 

be empathetic societal change agents. That process starts with us. Now.   
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Dr. King warned that if his revolutionary nonviolent direct-action protest, which arose in nearly 1,000 

cities in 1963, did not result in systemic changes (not merely policy appeasements like in 1964 and ’65), 

he would be unable to contain the pent-up eruption that the Negro had held for decades while being 

beaten, harassed, humiliated and denied dignity by a White society that held the Negro in contempt. 

In 1967, the dam broke and the floodwaters of protest rose above the societal containment barriers. Did 

White society hear the outcry? Did White policymakers, power brokers, educators, clergy and media 

respond with a sense of urgency and compassion to the anguish expressed by an oppressed people?     
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LBJ commissioned an investigation to gain insight into why the nation erupted in numerous uprisings. 

 

One of the first witnesses to be invited to appear before this Commission was Dr. Kenneth B. Clark, a 

distinguished and perceptive scholar. Referring to the reports of earlier riot commissions, he said: 

“I read that report. . . of the 1919 riot in Chicago, and it is as if I were reading the report of the 

investigating committee on the Harlem riot of '35, the report of the investigating committee on 

the Harlem riot of '43, the report of the McCone Commission on the Watts riot [1965]. 

“I must again in candor say to you members of this Commission--it is a kind of Alice in 

Wonderland--with the same moving picture re-shown over and over again, the same analysis, 

the same recommendations, and the same inaction. These words come to our minds as we 

conclude this report. 

“We have provided an honest beginning. We have learned much. But we have uncovered no 

startling truths, no unique insights, no simple solutions. The destruction and the bitterness of 

racial disorder, the harsh polemics of black revolt and white repression have been seen and 

heard before in this country. 

“It is time now to end the destruction and the violence, not only in the streets of the ghetto but in 

the lives of people.” 
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By the end of the 1960s era, so many of the revolutionary voices were murdered it would require a 

series of books and film to adequately tell the stories of the war through the eyes of the many people, 

men and women, who lost their lives in service to a Humanitarian Revolution against White Supremacy 

in the United States. 

 

 

The Negro Revolution is a nonviolent direct-action humanitarian revolution that continues to this day, 

seeking to disrupt segregationist policies and practices that protect white supremacy throughout the 

nation and across this state today.  
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Nixon won in a landslide. His campaign in 1968 screamed “law and order” against a backdrop of 

anguished cries after the assassination of Dr. King…and the ongoing crisis of economic deprivation, and 

the denial of opportunity even to Black children whose dreams were killed in the “shameful condition” 

of the schools to which they were relegated.  

Nixon assumed the presidency on January 20, 1969. The next month he initiated a secret war in 

Cambodia that killed more than 700,000 innocent people. The only reason we know about that secret 

war was because an article of impeachment was drawn up on it. The reason it isn’t taught in schools is 

still a mystery, as is the reason that the judicial committee voted down that impeachment article.  
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The quintessential question raised by SB 683 is 

whether we, the adults residing in Oregon, are 

interested and willing to learn what we do not 

know and were never taught about the history of 

our nation and our state.  

We must teach our children the truth to equip 

them to lead. And in order to do that, we must be 

willing to learn the truth ourselves. I’m willing to 

help. 


