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HB 2481 A STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY Carrier: Rep. Power

House Committee On Judiciary

Action Date: 03/18/21
Action: Do pass with amendments. (Printed A-Eng.)

Vote: 10-0-0-0
Yeas: 10 - Bynum, Dexter, Helm, Kropf, Lewis, Morgan, Noble, Power, Wallan, Wilde

Fiscal: Has minimal fiscal impact
Revenue: No revenue impact

Prepared By: Michael Lantz, Counsel
Meeting Dates: 2/8, 2/22, 2/24, 3/1, 3/16, 3/18

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:
Prohibits Oregon law enforcement agencies from receiving certain aircraft, grenades, grenade launchers, and
firearms silencers from the federal government. Limits what funds can be used to purchase surplus military
equipment from the federal government. Specifies notice that must be given, and authorization received, before
military surplus equipment not prohibited by measure can be received by various law enforcement agencies.
Defines "law enforcement agency" and "police officer" to exclude tribal law enforcement. Specifies definitions for
"firearms silencer" and "unmanned aircraft system."

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
 Similar legislation in other states
 Concerns about militarization of law enforcement
 Types of federal surplus programs
 Law enforcement use of armored vehicles 

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:
Replaces the measure. 

BACKGROUND:
Nationwide, many law enforcement agencies receive grants for personnel, training, and equipment from the
federal government. These grants, or internal agency funds, can be used to purchase equipment directly from
federal agencies. Other federal programs allow agencies to receive surplus equipment for free through agencies
such as the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA). The DLA manages surplus military equipment and supplies for the
United States Department of Defense and has been authorized by Congress to transfer certain equipment to state
and local law enforcement agencies. According to the DLA's website, it is prohibited from transferring equipment
such as tanks, large caliber weapons and munitions, body armor, and explosives or pyrotechnics. Still, it may be
possible for law enforcement agencies to purchase or receive this equipment from other federal agencies,
including the United States Departments of Justice and Homeland Security, or through commercial sources.

House Bill 2481 A prohibits law enforcement agencies in Oregon from receiving certain surplus military equipment
and requires agencies purchasing any surplus military equipment to receive permission from their relevant
governing body or agency director, provide notification, and use only state or local funds.


