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SB 800 A -A7 STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY
Joint Committee On Ways and Means

Prepared By: Tom MacDonald, Budget Analyst
Meeting Dates: 6/21, 6/22

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:
Establishes the Oregon Essential Workforce Health Care Program (Program) in the Oregon Health Authority (OHA)
to provide health care to employees of qualified facility operators participating in the state's medical assistance
program. Allows OHA to provide additional medical assistance payments to eligible employers participating in
Program. Establishes Oregon Essential Workforce Health Care Trust Fund and specifies funding and uses.
Appropriates unspecified funds. Declares emergency, effective on passage.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
 Long-term care facility workforce and lack of employee health care coverage
 Employee income levels and gap between wages and cost of health insurance

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:
-A7  Removes the establishment of the Trust Fund and the blank General Fund appropriation. Includes exclusions
to the Insurance Code for participating employers under the measure upon meeting certain conditions. Defines
requirements for financial administration of an individual or self-insured program including reserves and
reinsurance. Requires OHA to notify Legislative Counsel upon approval or denial of its request to the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services. 

BACKGROUND:
Long term care refers to a range of services that help people who can no longer meet their own daily needs. These
services can be home-based to allow a person's ability to stay independent and safe in their home with the
support of a homecare or personal support worker. Residential care and assisted living facilities also offer
different levels of support, services, and amenities for people with long term care needs. A Kaiser Family
Foundation analysis found that 14 percent of long term care health workers lack health insurance coverage. 

Senate Bill 800 establishes the Oregon Essential Workforce Health Care Program to provide health care to
employees of qualified facility operators participating in the state's medical assistance program.


