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The user-friendly tools and materials we intend to deliver in September are the DVDs and 
Flash Drive and our Data.census.gov Data Explorer platform. 
• DVDs and Flash Drives – These are what we deliver to the official recipients with an 

integrated software browsing tool that allows intuitive browsing of the data.  They also 
contain a custom extraction menu that allows for the extraction of large datasets from 
the device.  Those extractions can then be imported easily into a Geographic 
Information System or database.  

• Data Explorer web tool – The data.census.gov Data Explorer is our online data browsing 
tool for both the official recipients and the public. Users of the Data Explorer platform 
can access many different census datasets, including the redistricting data.  It has 
custom filters that allow the user to filter on those geographic and characteristic data 
for which they are interested.  For example, a State could filter the data and easily 
identify the number of voting-age residents by race or ethnicity in each and every block 
within a census tract, county, or even for the entire state.  They can then view, map, 
and download these datasets once they have set the filters with their choices.
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Legacy Format Summary Files

• Product was always part of the 2020 Census product plan

• Format produced and provided to the states since at least Census 2000

• Requires additional handling to properly extract data from this format

• Fully reviewed and cleared for publication by mid-to-late August 2021

• The same data as what will be released in more user-friendly forms by September 30, 2021

• Used as the source files for the DVD/Flash Drive creation

• Prototype data from the 2018 End-to-End Census Test is available for designing and testing redistricting 

systems

• Only for Providence, Rhode Island
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Physical description
• 2020 formatting is four pipe delimited text files per state contained in a single .ZIP file

• Geoheader – contains all the geographic codes for the geography include in the redistricting dataset
• Data Segment 1 – Table P1: Race & Table P2: Hispanic or Latino, and not Hispanic or Latino by Race 

& Table
• Data Segment 2 – Table P3 Race for the Population 18 Years and Over : P4: Hispanic or Latino, and 

not Hispanic or Latino by Race for the Population 18 and Over: H1 – Housing Status (Occupancy)
• Data Segment 3 – Table P5: Group Quarters Population by Group Quarters Type

• The geoheader must be used together with the data segments in order to access the data 

• 2010 formatting was different
• 3 files in total: 1 geoheader and 2 data segments
• Geoheader was a fixed width format
• Data segments were comma delimited
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Processing and 
Extracting Data 
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Screenshot of 
portion of 
geoheader

Screenshot of 
portion of data 
segment 1

Link the 
tables on the 
common 
field
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Processing and 
Extracting Data 
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Screenshot of 
portion of 
geoheader

Screenshot of 
portion of data 
segment 1

Q: I want total population
for my townships in RI.

Township identifier is in 
Summary Level field as 060

Total Population field is in 
data segment 1 as field 
P0010001
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Processing and 
Extracting Data 
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Screenshot of 
portion of 
geoheader

Screenshot of 
portion of data 
segment 1

Q: I want total population
For my townships in RI.

Query: From the 
GEOHEADER file give me 
records where SUMLEV = 
060 and output the 
corresponding GEOCODE, 
NAME (not shown on slide) 
and P0010001
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Processing and 
Extracting Data 
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Screenshot of 
results

Query Results: From the GEOHEADER file give me records 
where SUMLEV = 060 and output the corresponding GEOCODE, 
NAME and P0010001
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James Whitehorne
Chief - Census Redistricting & Voting Rights Data Office
Email: rdo@census.gov
Phone: 1-301-763-4039
Web: www.census.gov/rdo

Thank You 
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