
81st Oregon Legislative Assembly – 2021 Regular Session

This summary has not been adopted or officially endorsed by action of the committee. 1 of 1

SB 590 STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY
Senate Committee On Natural Resources and Wildfire Recovery

Prepared By: Laura Kentnesse, LPRO Analyst
Meeting Dates: 2/10

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:
Includes land used primarily for cultivating crops within the definition of “rangeland” for the purposes of
organizing a rangeland protection association and providing fire protection for rangeland.

REVENUE: May have revenue impact, but no statement yet issued.
FISCAL: May have fiscal impact, but no statement yet issued.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:
No amendment.

BACKGROUND:
Over one million acres of the state are referred to as "under or unprotected lands" that lack immediate access to
statewide severity resources under the Conflagration Act, as well as systems for mutual aid agreements in the
event of fire. These under or unprotected lands include wheat fields and other land for crop cultivation.

Rangeland Fire Protection Associations (RFPA) are one option for extending fire protection to these lands. RFPAs
are all-volunteer crews of ranchers with training and legal authority to respond to fires on private and state
"rangeland" in remote landscapes where there is no existing state or local fire protection. However, RFPAs are
currently restricted from responding on land used for cultivating crops because "rangeland" is defined in statute
as land located east of the Cascade Mountains that contains isolated tracts of forestland not classified as Class 1,
2, or 3 forestland and not within a forest protection district, and/or that is primarily rangeland or undeveloped
land, characterized by sagebrush, juniper, and related vegetation.

Senate Bill 590 would include land used primarily for cultivating crops within the definition of “rangeland” for the
purposes of organizing a rangeland protection association and providing fire protection for rangeland.


