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Moms increasingly important for the 
Oregon labor market
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COVID puts parents in a bind

• In-person schooling and 
increased day care operations 
twofold impact:

• Direct school district jobs for 
substitute teachers and 
support staff

• Indirect boost to labor supply 
as parents can work more

• Parents in a bind 
disproportionately impact 
middle-income households.

• Low-income households more 
likely to have a non-working 
adult present. 

• High-income households more 
likely to be able to work from 
home.

11%



Oregon Office of
Economic Analysis

4

Early returns suggest COVID has hurt 
women workers a bit more than men
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Many women have left the labor market, 
but childcare is not the only factor

Data not seasonally adjustedData not seasonally adjusted
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Twofold macroeconomic impact of in-
person schooling and opening daycares

• Big enough issue to have macro 
impact and worthy of being 
called out in our forecast 
discussion

• Direct jobs impact
• More teachers hired, especially use 

of substitutes
• Vast majority of K-5 teachers are 

women, 6-12 are evenly split

• Support staff including nutrition, 
buses, etc

• Supply boost from freeing 
parents

• Return to the workforce

• Increase hours worked, or at least 
the productivity of those hours 
worked
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Access to Technology Matters
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Unequal access to education this year


