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Lower Umatilla Basin Groundwater Management Area



Oregon’s Three Groundwater Management Areas

1. Lower Umatilla 
Basin

2. Northern Malheur 
County

3. Southern 
Willamette Valley







Port of Morrow and DEQ permitting

• Collects wastewater 
from food processors

• Water is nitrogen-rich
• DEQ permit allows 

beneficial reuse of 
water for irrigation



Path forward for the region

Two distinct but related paths:
1. Short/medium-term: Immediate public health need –
provide safe drinking water (OHA/Counties)

2. Long-term: Minimize excess nitrate loading and reduce 
concentrations in groundwater to safe levels
(DEQ/ODA/Counties/LUBGWMA Committee)


