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“Challenges in Oregon’s child care supply & affordability, and the role of public investment.: Presentation to the Oregon Legislature from Oregon State University,, 
Megan Pratt PhD, Feb 20, 2019.

Oregon 
families fund 
72% of annual 

child care 
expenditures





The bottom line? Child care workers & providers 
need significantly more support.

● 41% of providers report using personal savings to stay open, 36% say they’ve used credit cards

● 64% decrease in number of programs serving 100+ children

● 40% of programs still open are operating at 76% capacity to pre-COVID

● 1/3 have not been able to rehire staff that were laid off or furloughed

Providers identified financial support as their most urgent need, closely followed 

by respect and appreciation.



Access Affordability 

Supported 
Workforce ● Living wages and benefits

● Good working conditions
● Training and education 

supports

● Culturally responsive 
curriculum

● Targeted universalism - 
funded well with public 
resources

● Affordable at every income 
level

● Covers children 0 to 13+ and 
serves children of all abilities 
affordability

● Mixed delivery, includes FFN 

● Meets the need in all 36 counties
● Available in diverse settings, in various 

languages
● Available during variety of hours
● True choice, center and in-home options



Questions?

Contact:

Courtney Helstein at courtney@familyforward.org

mailto:courtney@familyforward.org

