A tosr kdydat

Children’s
Institute

Early Childhood
Facilities

Dana Hepper

childinst.org



Facilities matter for child development

QUALITY MATTERS

o IN EARLY CHILDHOOD LEARNING SPACES
TEMP & AIR

Room temperature & air quality VENTILATION
impact student performance Ventilation controls odors

& reduces illness

DAYLIGHT

Natural daylight boosts learning OUTDOOR PLAY

Builds social/emotional
& creative skills

COLORS
Room colors guide

focus & participation i

LESS NOISE

FACILITY QUALITY LIFTS OVERALL QUALITY
Less noise equals less stress & behavior problems

Boosts ROI, inspires teachers, reflects family dignity



Oregon has some beautiful facilities

~ Education
55 Explorers LLC
: < (Beaverton)

Family Nurturing
Center (Talent)
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Children’s But we have no strategy to expand...
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Facilities needed across settings

Head

Oregon provides care in a s
variety of settings S

Families need care that meets
their need - across language,

culture, location, hours . ‘ i
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Facilities policy brief (link) —_—

Chlldl’Cl’lS

e Interviewed providers across Oregon

o Urban, Suburban, Rural

o Culturally Specific providers

o Head Start, Center-based, Home-based, Schools
e Recommendations

o Develop public financing strategies

o Release $10 million for co-location with

affordable housing (YAY!)
o Streamline regulatory requirements
o Establish technical assistance

According to an Oregon State University
report, 72 percent of Oregon communities
are child care deserts. These child care
deserts are places where less than a third
of children aged 0 - 5 have access to
regulated early education facilities.

For children ages 0-2, every
county in Oregon is a child care
desert. Twenty counties are
considered a severe desert, with
less than one child care slot
available for every 10 children.
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_ Facilities Investments

] Building for Oregon’s

ihlldhood Education System
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Policy Brief - February 2022

preschool s

proven pmgrams for chMleﬂ. providers
need public funding specifically for facilities
costs and changes to the regulatory system,
which currently inhibits people from starting
new sites or scaling existing ones.
Compliance with health and safety
requirements is essential, but inspections
can be made more efficient and consistent
to ease burdens on caregivers.

Oregon has committed to increasing
funding for early learning and care with the
Student Success Act (SSA). Now the
legislature needs to commit to facilities
investments to ensure the promise of SSA
yields.

We interviewed child care providers, and
they underscored the significance of early
learning programs for the economy,
identified key barriers to creating more
facilities, and stressed that expanding
culturally competent education is crucial to
make the system more equitable.



https://childinst.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022-Facilities-Policy-Brief.pdf

What we heard

It's easier when we own the building. We
don’t have to worry about rent going up,
so we can pay for improvements. We can
make changes without permission.

Location is key. Buying is too expensive,
rent is high. | wish there was Zillow for
childcare places, that screened for care
place requirements.

It was difficult to grow because
limited outdoor space. We had to
fence off five parking spaces for play
area.

Many providers rent their homes, which inhibits their
ability to make long-term investments in their spaces.
Rent increases can undermine their annual budgeting for
improving spaces, and if they are required to move, they
may face descrimination by property owners who do not
want to rent to a childcare provider.

It is hard to find space and rent is expensive. We did a capital
campaign to purchase, remodel, do addition. Even furnishings are
expensive (e.g. S2k for a changing table). Age appropriate safety
measures cost about $24k per classroom. We need 35 sq. ft./child
both indoor and outside, and we need to be on the ground floor.
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2021 Legislative Proposal

Protect Child Care Providers in Rentals (HB 2484)

e Passed House Early Childhood, unanimous
e Passed House Floor, bipartisan
e Passed Senate Housing, bipartisan

... Never scheduled for a Senate floor vote
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https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Measures/Overview/HB2484

2022 Legislative Proposal

Student Success Act Early Learning Facilities Expansion Fund

$10 million

10% for administration

25% set-aside for Equity Fund grantees

Focused on classroom grants of $100,000 or less

..Not funded in 2022 session
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PjIGFbbMelwJPgJt1yXKeJtQZ_zXioABgJcs7SIy9vE/edit

Looking to 2023

We need to:
e Identify a financing strategy for repair, renovation, expansion, development
e Design support to ensure equitable access for diverse providers
e Look at removing barriers for facilities (i.e. zoning, parking, fairness in rentals)
e Ensure technical assistance is available to providers

“There is a huge need for additional child care places, but it's extremely difficult
to find appropriate spaces and initial remodeling costs are not affordable.”
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