
Rules Committee Members: 
 
It appears that Hanley Jenkins III will not be replaced on the Energy Facility Siting 
Council at this meeting.  Hanley completed two terms on the council.  The Oregon 
statutes limit participation on the Energy Facility Siting Council to no longer than two 
terms.  Hanley has been continuing to appear, vote and act as a council member for a 
year past the end of his second term.  Other members have been replaced in the 
meantime.  This man has previously been investigated by the Oregon Department of 
Justice due to his actions regarding the Antelope Ridge Wind development planned for 
Union County.  Many members of the public objected to his initial appointment and now 
it appears that he simply will continue in the role indefinitely.  He was involved with the 
Boardman to Hemingway Transmission line as County Planner.  In that role he left 
many believing that he did not represent the county in a legitimate way.  In spite of the 
apparent conflict of interest he has been unwilling to recuse himself from taking a 
leadership role in decisions regarding this transmission line.  Hopefully, this committee 
will encourage the governor to appoint a replacement for Mr. Jenkins immediately to 
avoid questions regarding the legitimacy of decisions that Mr. Jenkins continues to 
participate in.    
 
Thank you very much for considering these concerns. 
 
Irene Gilbert 
2310 Adams Ave.  
La Grande, Oregon   97850 
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Re: I ask that you refuse to confirm Hanley Jenkins to the Energy Facility Siting Council 

The residents of Union County were not made aware of the Governor's appointment of 
Hanley Jenkins to the Energy Facility Siting Counsel until Friday afternoon. Had it been 
made public, you would have been inundated with people calling for you to refuse to 
make t,bis appointment. 

As a business person in La Grande, I can say with utmost confidence that the reaction of 
a great number of people was outrage. 

Mr. Jenkins has itot displayed behavior that has earned him the respect of the bulk of the 
community. He Is known as someone who understands the law, but believes he is above 
it. His reputation is as a person who will interpret land use laws in a variety of ways 
depending upon the person he is dealing with. For example: 

One person who was defending him said they liked him because he had "bent the rules" 
for them. 

Hanley's review of the ]and use laws in relation to the proposed Antelope Ridge Wmd 
farm was laughable. There are over a dozen pending draft contested cases regarding 
land use issues he ignored. For example, the only wildlife issue he identified as a Goal 5
resource was elk. This is in spite of the fiict that this area sits in the middle of a 
migratory bird flyway, would have impacts on bats, sage grouse, burrowing owls, bald 
and golden eagles and a host of other wildlife. There are so many oversights related to 
Union County Land Use laws that a public records request was generated when it became 
apparent that the rules were not being applied to this application. Rather than provide the 
records, Mr. Jenson was observed deleting them. While a Department of Justice 
investigation was unable to retrieve documents that would justify a criminal case against 
Mr. Jeolcins, there was no denial of the fiict that public records were deleted. The fact 
that the Department of Justice employee involved in the investigation was demoted 
approx. a month after issuance of that decision did nothing to enhance the public 
perception that a &ir investigation had occurred. Since the records were gone, the county 
commissioners issued a letter of repriniand. This was not viewed favorably by the 
community, and continues to be a source of anger within the community. While there 
may not have been proof of criminal actions, there is adequate proof of a lack of ethics 
and a breach of public trust. This is not the lcind of person who should be appointed to 
the Energy Facility Siting Committee. 

Hanley has not been in any way discrete about his support ofWmd Farms and the 
Antelope Ridge Wmd Farm in particular. If the intent of the legislature had been to 
provide a seat to represent the interests of wind farm developers, Hanley would be an 
appropriate person to fill that seat, just as I would be an appropriate person to fill a seat to 
represent the opposition. The statutes did not establish this committee to be partisan. For 
that reason, Mr. Jenkins will only serve to assure that all decisions made by the 


































































