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OREGON’S BOTTLE BILL
HISTORY & OVERVIEW OF THE PROGRAM

• 1971 - Oregon leads by enacting the first Bottle Bill

• Goal: Clean up beaches, highways and other public areas

• OLCC authorized to administer Bottle Bill

• Education and Partnership Approach

• Bottle Bill touches every Oregonian
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
OLCC Inspectors educate and work with licensees to get their operations into compliance. If licensees do not heed the advice and continue to violate laws, Inspectors will refer the issue to partner agencies, in this case OHSA, for them to follow-up and may also generate a report to evaluate whether the OLCC should also issue sanctions against a licensee. This could include a financial penalty or a license suspension. In extreme cases, where there is a clear disregard to Public Safety, the Commission has issued immediate suspensions of a business’ liquor license. Licensees have the right to contest any charges and “get their day in court” via an administrative hearing. 



EVOLUTION OF THE PROGRAM 
RESPONDING TO MARKET GROWTH

• Initial Products 
• 1971 – Beer and Malt Beverages, Mineral Water, Soda Water, 
Soft drinks (5 cents)

• Expansion (as a result of 2007 Task Force)

• 2009 - Added Water & Flavored Water (still at 5 cents)

• 2017 – Redemption value increased to 10 cents

• 2018 – Added most beverages
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HOW THE SYSTEM WORKS
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CHALLENGES OF INCREASED PARTICIPATION
ADAPTING TO GROWTH
• COVID and Non-enforcement

• Assisting overwhelmed grocers and Public Health

• Increased Redemption
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50 YEARS OF BOTTLE BILL
CONTINUED EVOLUTION…

• Educating the Public and Industry

• Partnership with OBRC and Grocers

• Providing Leadership and Education to Improve the Bottle Bill
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