
Dear members:   
 
Commissioner Batra and myself wish to offer some clarifying context and 
perspective, given Mr. Ortblad’s comments below and the document he 
attached.  We want to make it clear that the IBR project office and Mr. Johnson 
have been very responsive and inclusive throughout, and their assessment of an 
immersed tube tunnel (ITT) design option was thorough and transparent.    
 
Once their assessment of the ITT option was completed, the IBR office invited 
Commissioner Batra and Commission staff, along with Mr. Ortblad to a briefing 
where they covered all of their research and findings in assessing the ITT option. 
We found their review to be professional, complete, and 
reasonable.  Commissioner Batra made it clear to the IBR staff that from his 
standpoint, the issue was put to rest, based upon their findings.    
 
The Transportation Commission as a body has not taken a position on this topic, 
nor does it intend to.  We respect and support the process and decision making 
occurring at the IBR project office and that which results from this bi-state 
legislative committee effort. 
 
If you have questions please feel free to reach out to me anytime. 
 
Thanks, 
Reema 
 
Reema Griffith 
Executive Director 
Washington State Transportation Commission 
360-701-7172 (cell) 
www.wstc.wa.gov 
 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wstc.wa.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cji5b.exhibits%40oregonlegislature.gov%7Ca3bbb77f15444282b3e308d9610fe3fc%7C489a9c84574a48c7b72a2450511334cc%7C1%7C0%7C637647543345891078%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=g7vqHBFphfkg37J3m9W90MXSwUAZVpmOvn4J6kO7SCw%3D&reserved=0


1	-	Citizen	
6	-	WSP	Consultants	
2	-	IBR	Administrator	&	Assistant	
3	–	WSTC,	two	Staff,	one	Commissioner		
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1	click	 2	click	

https://www.interstatebridge.org/media/4ivnpz3n/2021-03-03-final-itt-v2-48-_remediated.pdf	



“I	skate	to	where	the	puck	is	going,	not	where	it	has	been”.		
Wayne	Gretzky	
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