DR. MARK ANDERSON, DBA (ABD), MBA

169 South Broad St. ® Monmouth, OR 97361 ¢ bookdr@wvi.com

Oregon Legislature, Redistricting Committee
Submitted via email: Oregon.Redistricting@Oregonlegislature.gov
Re: Proposed Congressional Redistricting, Written Testimony

Sept. 13,2021
Dear Co-Chairs and Committee Staff,

Please accept this letter and attached map as my written testimony for the proposed
redistricting of Oregon’s congressional districts.

I am not a native of Oregon, but I have been here for nearly 25 years. I originally come from
New York State, exploring Oregon in 1996 and making the move final in 1997. I lived primarily
in Western New York but to finish college, I spent two and a half years some 30 miles north of
New York City. As such, I developed a good sense of both east and west sides of the state.

New York State is similar in many ways to Oregon — at least geopolitically. New York has
one extremely large urban area that dominates the rest of the state and controls much of what
happens, including budgets and policies. Because of its dominance, the rest of the state deeply
resents New York City—which somehow manages to be blissfully unaware of just how much the
rest of the state resents them. I was amazed, actually, during my time not too far from “The City”
(as it’s called), how unaware the people were of life in the rest of the state. Unaware of their
lifestyles, their thinking, their ordeals and desires, and almost completely lacking in any sense of
what rural life entailed.

Undoubtedly, the biggest complaint from the rest of the state is that they don’t feel
represented. They don’t feel like their interests and needs are heard. And, quite frankly, they
aren’t. The City simply does what it wants and isn’t especially aware, or concerned, with the
needs of those on the outside.

There is no need for this to happen here in Oregon, my adopted state.

I recognize that you, as a committee, have a difficult task. But I am disturbed to hear that
some democrat-drawn proposed redistricting plans would gerrymander Portland to be part of,
and influence, 4 of the 6 congressional districts. To give Portland 2/3rds of the representation
will only build the same resentment and anger that New York State has engendered. Surely, we
are better than that. Does one neighbor on the block get to have a say in how the other
households are run?

And giving Portland effective control and influence over four districts, or even three, is not

only insulting to the rest of the state, it defies reality. Though they often are unaware of it, urban
areas depend on rural areas for the necessities of life. If rural areas went away, urban areas would
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soon starve. Conversely, rural areas do not depend on urban areas. If urban areas went away,
rural areas would continue to exist. To give Portland, or other urban areas, over-representation in
those rural areas deprives the rural areas of their voice and control of their lives they need to be
successful. Doing so effectively weakens their ability to provide for not just themselves but for
the urban areas that depend on them for their own daily lives.

In other words, if Portland and other urban areas want the goods and services they need and
depend on, then they need to support rural areas by giving them a full voice and representation
they deserve to take care of themselves and their businesses. Which in turn will make them
better, more able, neighbors and support the whole of the state.

While the people of Portland and larger cities support environmental causes, they don’t know
the environment or how to care for it the way people who live in those rural areas do. And yet as
currently drawn, or suggested by some Democrat-drawn maps, Portland, which knows nothing of
actual forest management or farming or ranching or the complexity of water rights, would be
able to tell people who do know and who must grapple with those issues because they live them,
what to do and how to do it.

Imagine if the shoe was on the other foot. Imagine if people in rural areas told Portland how
to design their streets or traffic patterns. Or how many bridges they were allowed. (Why does
anyone need more than one bridge?) Or decide that Portland businesses had internet access that
was too fast. Or they should be forced to do away with that expensive public transit.

What I have described for you should be the basis of redrawing the districts because the
districts should be drawn to give these geographical areas a voice. Areas that have commonality;
not just geographically but in terms of way of life, outlook, culture, and needs.

It is important to point out that Portland already has a voice and will continue to have a voice
in politics by its sheer size of population. They will continue to have the votes to dominate
statewide offices, including U.S. senators and presidential candidates, regardless of how districts
are redrawn.

That’s precisely why it’s important to /imit the influence Portland has on other districts
because they already have their own voice. They don’t need to dominate others and take away
their voices. Redistricting is about giving people in those unique areas their own unique voice.
Doing so does nothing to diminish Portland’s influence while giving voice to those who feel
dominated by Portland already.

Allowing Portlanders to control other districts outside their own is neither fair nor equitable.

As such, what should be considered foremost is commonality of businesses and lifestyles.
People are connected to their geographical areas and maintaining that commonality should be
foremost. Portland knows a lot about business and commerce but knows little about fishing or
coastal issues. People on the coast know fishing and coastal issues and tourism but know little
about 5,000- or 10,000-acre ranches and farms. Ranchers whose land extends for miles and miles
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in all directions know little about the businesses and communities and college towns of the Mid-
Valley.

Each of these areas should be given the ability to do what they do best — without the
encroaching of other areas in an attempt to control outcomes politically.

I therefore propose the following basic districts:

CD 1: Portland

Starting in the center of Portland and growing outward to take in the whole of Portland.
Portland, as stated, already has a commanding voice in Oregon’s politics. They should not be
allowed to deprive others of their voice. Likewise, as true Portlanders, their voice should not be
diminished by “leaking” suburbs into their district. Portland has it’s own unique way of dealing
with the world but it should influence itself, not artificially extend that influence to others.

CD 2: Portland Suburbs

Voters in the suburbs of Portland have a deep commonality in that they live in the shadow of
Portland, and are intimately tied to Portland, but choose not to live in Portland proper. Even so,
for business or personal reasons, they want or need to be close to the city. However, the suburbs
are not always happy with Portland; to leech Portland into the suburbs literally steals the voice of
those who specifically choose not to live in Portland.

The Portland Suburbs District would necessarily incorporate the urban sides of Eastern
Washington County and Western Clackamas from their more rural areas and the remaining
balance of Multnomah County that isn’t already in CD 1.

CD 3: Willamette Valley

The Willamette Valley has a broad mix of industries, businesses, and collegiate cities, and
has both rural and urban areas. Still, they are distinct from Eastern Oregon’s very rural areas and
large ranches and farms, as well as distinct from the coastal areas.

The Willamette Valley District would include Hood River, the balance of Clackamas County,
and the Eastern Willamette Valley counties of Marion and Linn, and incorporate both the
collegiate centers of Corvallis and Eugene, including the Eastern portion of Lane not in CD 4.

CD 4: North Coast

The North Coast is distinctly different from Portland and its suburbs, but also distinct from
the South Coast due to the influx and influence of tourism from the Portland areas as well as
from the Northern Willamette Valley. The North Coast has fishing, farmlands, and forestry. It
also has port cities and shipping, the gateways to national and international destinations.

The North Coast District would extend westward from the Portland suburbs taking the
western half of Washington County, Columbia County; the coastal counties of Clatsop,
Tillamook, Lincoln; the Western Willamette Valley counties of Yamhill, Polk, and Linn, and the
rest of Lane County that is not in CD 3.
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CD 5: South Coast

The South Coast is distinct from both the North Coast and the Eastern side of Oregon. In
many ways, especially geographically and culturally, closer to Northern California than to
Northern Oregon. It is more rural than the Willamette Valley, with less industry and a greater
focus on agriculture and timber.

The South Coast District should include the counties of Douglas, Coos, Curry, Josephine,
and Jackson.

CD 6: Eastern Oregon

Essentially, this district would include all of Oregon east of the Cascades. Eastern Oregon
has commonality of being more rural than urban, and similar agricultural issues (and supporting
industries) due to less rainfall on the eastern side of the mountains than the western. For
example, Klamath County might be geographically closer to the Pacific Ocean and South Coast
than it is to Wallowa County but both counties share similar water and agricultural land issues.

The Eastern Oregon District would take in the counties of Wasco, Jefferson, Deschutes, and
Klamath and all the counties east thereof.

I recognize that some small adjustments may be necessary due to requirements of population
but population figures should not be the crutch to gerrymander. Keep in mind, the census on
which these new districts will be based was some 18 months ago and there has been great
amount of change and migration since. (According to U-Haul’s annual net migration study,
Oregon was a net loss in 2020, losing more people to outbound migration than New York'.) So
while population has undoubtedly shifted, geography and county lines have not.

I have attached a map showing the basic gist of my proposed redistricting. Note that the
map’s color choices are not intended to be indictive of anything other than to be distinct from
one another. Also, the variations of color within districts are due to color overlays on a map that
had pre-existing colors for the counties underneath.

Thank you for your consideration. I am more than happy to testify in person or remotely to
address any questions.

Respectfully,
/

Dt. Mark D. Anderson, DBA (ABD), MBA

Encl:
Proposed Congressional District Map

! https://www.uhaul.com/Articles/About/2020-Migration-Trends-U-Haul-Ranks-50-States-By-Migration-Growth-
22746/

Page 4 of 4



SN 05

WX 05
SN ST

ST WMO0L O
—

SAN0L

0

soyeq g
saye JuapIuIBu|

SIaAY djeipawIdu|
SJaAY Jolepy

speojiey
skemybiH By
skemubiH ‘s'n
skemyBiH ayeissa|
sabpug pue speoy |0 ——

uogoaQ

sauepunog Ajuno)
sauepunog aBIS

10T ‘€1 3doag ‘payruqng

S ety | uosaopuy ey
JUIWIRI)Y AUOULI)SI |, UI)JLIAL
dey JOLDSI(] [RUOISSIATUO)) pIasododg

g g arpon
ey mbde) vy )





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


