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ORS 188.010 (1)
➢EACH DISTRICT, AS NEARLY AS PRACTICABLE, SHALL:
➢Be contiguous

➢Be of equal population

➢Utilize existing geographic or political boundaries

➢Not divide communities of common interest

➢Be connected by transportation links
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EQUAL POPULATION

➢“OVERALL RANGE”
➢ Sum of deviations of least and most populous districts from ideal district

➢CONGRESSIONAL  
➢ “Representatives . . . shall be apportioned among the several States . . . according to their respective Numbers[.]” Art. I, section 2, 

U.S. Constitution

➢ Art. I, section 2, U.S. Constitution also requires congressional apportionment to be based on an “actual Enumeration” of U.S.
population

➢ Strict, mathematical equality – as close to equal as practicable

➢STATE LEGISLATIVE
➢ “No State shall . . . deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.” Equal Protection Clause, 14th

Amendment, United States Constitution

➢ Article IV, section 6 (1), Oregon Constitution requires state legislative apportionment to be “determined by dividing the total 
population of the state by the number of Senators and by the number of Representatives.”

➢ Overall range may be greater than for congressional districts

➢ Presumptively valid if under 10%

➢ Oregon Constitution/ORS 188.010 (1)(b) could possibly require more precise population equality than Equal Protection Clause
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ORS 188.010 (2) – (4)
➢A DISTRICT MAY NOT BE DRAWN FOR PURPOSE OF FAVORING ANY 
POLITICAL PARTY, INCUMBENT LEGISLATOR OR OTHER PERSON

➢A DISTRICT MAY NOT BE DRAWN FOR PURPOSE OF DILUTING VOTING 
STRENGTH OF ANY LANGUAGE OR ETHNIC MINORITY GROUP

➢TWO HOUSE DISTRICTS MUST BE WHOLLY NESTED IN EACH SENATE 
DISTRICT
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FINAL FORM OF 
REAPPORTIONMENT PLAN
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OPERATIVE DATE OF STATE LEGISLATIVE 
REAPPORTIONMENT PLAN (B.M. 55)

➢UNDER ART. IV, SECT. 6 (6), AS ESTABLISHED BY B.M. 55 (2008):
➢General rule: State legislative reapportionment plan becomes 

operative on January 9, 2023
➢Exception: For purposes of 2022 election of state legislators, 

reapportionment becomes operative on January 1, 2022
➢For this year, Oregon Supreme Court has extended January 1, 2022 date in 

circumstances where state legislative reapportionment plan is challenged 
and Supreme Court requires corrections to plan. 
➢Extended date is same as date candidates must be resident of district
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RESIDENCY DEADLINE FOR STATE LEGISLATIVE 
CANDIDATES IN 2022 ELECTION

➢ JANUARY 1, 2022 (ART. IV, SECT. 8 (1)(B))
➢If state legislative reapportionment plan is not challenged
➢If Oregon Supreme Court determines that state legislative reapportionment plan enacted by 

Legislative Assembly or made by Secretary of State does not require corrections

➢FEBRUARY 1, 2022
➢If state legislative reapportionment plan enacted by Legislative Assembly is challenged and Oregon 

Supreme Court determines corrections are necessary

➢FEBRUARY 8, 2022
➢If state legislative reapportionment plan made by Secretary of State is challenged and Oregon 

Supreme Court determines corrections are necessary

7



REAPPORTIONMENT PLAN MUST 
ASSIGN SENATORS TO DISTRICTS
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