
 
 

Quorum Requirements 

(Note:  Highlighted states have a supermajority quorum requirement.) 

 

State Provision 

Alabama A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number 

may adjourn from day to day and compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner 

and under such penalties as each house may provide. 

Alaska A majority of the membership of each house constitutes a quorum to do business, but a 

smaller number may adjourn from day to day and may compel attendance of absent 

members.  

Arizona The majority of the members of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a 

smaller number may meet, adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent 

members, in such manner and under such penalties as each house may prescribe. Neither 

house shall adjourn for more than three days, nor to any place other than that in which it 

may be sitting, without the consent of the other. 

Arkansas A majority of all the members elected to each house shall constitute a quorum to do 

business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of 

absent members in such manner and under such penalties as each house shall provide. 

California A majority of the membership constitutes a quorum, but a smaller number may recess from 

day to day and compel the attendance of absent members. 

Colorado A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum, but a smaller number may adjourn from 

day to day, and compel the attendance of absent members. 

Connecticut A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number 

may adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent members in such manner 

and under such penalties as each house may prescribe. 

Delaware …a majority of all the members elected to each House shall constitute a quorum to do 

business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and shall have power to 

compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner and under such penalties, as shall 

be deemed expedient. 

Florida A majority of the membership of each house shall constitute a quorum, but a smaller number 

may adjourn from day to day and compel the presence of absent members in such manner 

and under such penalties as it may prescribe. Each house shall determine its rules of 

procedure.  

Georgia A majority of the members to which each house is entitled shall constitute a quorum to 

transact business. A smaller number may adjourn from day to day and compel the presence 

of its absent members. 

Hawaii A majority of the number of members to which each house is entitled shall constitute a 

quorum of such house for the conduct of ordinary business, of which quorum a majority 

vote shall suffice; but the final passage of a bill in each house shall require the vote of a 

majority of all the members to which such house is entitled, taken by ayes and noes and 

entered upon its journal. A smaller number than a quorum may adjourn from day to day and 

may compel the attendance of absent members in such manner and under such penalties as 

each house may provide. 



 

State Provision 

Idaho A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number 

may adjourn from day to day, and may compel the attendance of absent members in such 

manner and under such penalties as such house may provide.  

Illinois A majority of the members elected to each house constitutes a quorum.  

Indiana Two-thirds of each House shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number 

may meet, adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent members.  

Iowa A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to transact business; but a smaller 

number may adjourn from day to day, and may compel the attendance of absent members in 

such manner and under such penalties as each house may provide. 

Kansas A majority of the members then elected (or appointed) and qualified of the house of 

representatives or the senate shall constitute a quorum of that house.  

Kentucky Not less than a majority of the members of each House of the General Assembly shall 

constitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and 

shall be authorized by law to compel the attendance of absent members in such manner and 

under such penalties as may be prescribed by law.  

Louisiana Not less than a majority of the elected members of each house shall form a quorum to 

transact business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day-to-day and may compel the 

attendance of absent members. 

Maine … a majority shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn 

from day to day, and may compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner and 

under such penalties as each House shall provide. 

Maryland A majority of the whole number of members elected to each House shall constitute a 

quorum for the transaction of business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, 

and compel the attendance of absent members, in such manner, and under such penalties, as 

each House may prescribe. 

Massachusetts A majority of the members of each branch of the general court shall constitute a quorum for 

the transaction of business, but a less number may adjourn from day to day, and compel the 

attendance of absent members.  

Michigan A majority of the members elected to and serving in each house shall constitute a quorum to 

do business. A smaller number in each house may adjourn from day to day, and may compel 

the attendance of absent members in the manner and with penalties as each house may 

prescribe. 

Minnesota A majority of each house constitutes a quorum to transact business, but a smaller number 

may adjourn from day to day and compel the attendance of absent members in the manner 

and under the penalties it may provide.  

Mississippi A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a less number may 

adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent members in such manner and 

under such penalties as each shall provide. 

Missouri A majority of the elected members of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business, 

but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may compel the attendance of 

absent members in such manner and under such penalties as each house may provide. 



 

State Provision 

Montana A majority of each house constitutes a quorum. A smaller number may adjourn from day to 

day and compel attendance of absent members. 

Nebraska A majority of the members elected to the Legislature shall constitute a quorum; 

Nevada A majority of all the members elected to each House shall constitute a quorum to transact 

business, but a smaller number may adjourn, from day to day and may compel the 

attendance of absent members, in such manner, and under such penalties as each house may 

prescribe. 

New Hampshire A majority of the members of the house of representatives shall be a quorum for doing 

business: But when less than two-thirds of the representatives elected shall be present, the 

assent of two-thirds of those members shall be necessary to render their acts and 

proceedings valid.   

 

And not less than thirteen members of the senate shall make a quorum f or doing business; 

and when less than sixteen senators shall be present, the assent of ten, at least, shall be 

necessary to render their acts and proceedings valid. 

New Jersey … and a majority of all its members shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller 

number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the attendance of 

absent members, in such manner, and under such penalties, as each house may provide. 

New Mexico … majority of either house shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a less number may 

effect a temporary organization, adjourn from day to day and compel the attendance of 

absent members. 

New York A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business.  

North Carolina Neither house shall proceed upon public business unless a majority of all of its members are 

actually present. 

[House Rule] A quorum consists of a majority of the qualified members of the House. 

[Senate Rule] A quorum consists of a majority of all the qualified members of the Senate. 

North Dakota A majority of the members elected to each house constitutes a quorum.  A smaller number 

may adjourn from day to day and compel attendance of absence members in a manner, and 

under penalty, as may be provided by law. 

Ohio … majority of all the members elected to each House shall be a quorum to do business; but, 

a less number may adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent members, 

in such manner, and under such penalties, as shall be prescribed by law.  

Oklahoma … and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number 

may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the attendance of absent 

members, in such manner and under such penalty as each House may provide. 

Oregon Two thirds of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller number 

may meet, adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent members. 

Pennsylvania A majority of each House shall constitute a quorum, but a smaller number may adjourn from 

day to day and compel the attendance of absent members. 

Rhode Island … a majority shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn 

from day to day, and may compel the attendance of absent members in such manner, and 

under such penalties, as may be prescribed by such house or by law. 



 

State Provision 

South Carolina … a majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number 

may adjourn from day to day, and may compel the attendance of absent members, in such 

manner and under such penalties as may be provided by law or rule. 

South Dakota A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum, but a smaller number may adjourn from 

day-to-day, and may compel the attendance of absent members in such manner and under 

such penalty as each house may provide. 

Tennessee Not less than two-thirds of all the members to which each house shall be entitled shall 

constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and 

may be authorized, by law, to compel the attendance of absent members.  

Texas Two-thirds of each House shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller number 

may adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent members, in such 

manner and under such penalties as each House may provide. 

Utah A majority of the members of each house shall constitute a quorum to transact business, but 

a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may compel the attendance of absent 

members in such manner and under such penalties as each house may prescribe. 

Vermont [House]  … (a majority of whom shall constitute a quorum for transacting any other 

business than raising a State tax, for which two-thirds of the members elected shall be 

present)  

 

[Senate] A majority shall constitute a quorum.  

Virginia A majority of the members elected to each house shall constitute a quorum to do business, 

but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day and shall have power to compel the 

attendance of members in such manner and under such penalty as each house may prescribe. 

A smaller number, not less than two-fifths of the elected membership of each house, may 

meet and may, notwithstanding any other provision of this Constitution, enact legislation if 

the Governor by proclamation declares that a quorum of the General Assembly cannot be 

convened because of enemy attack upon the soil of Virginia. Such legislation shall remain 

effective only until thirty days after a quorum of the General Assembly can be convened. 

Washington … and a majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller 

number may adjourn from day to day and may compel the attendance of absent members, in 

such manner and under such penalties as each house may provide. 

West Virginia … A majority of the members elected to each house of the Legislature shall constitute a 

quorum. But a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and shall be authorized to 

compel the attendance of absent members, as each house may provide.  

Wisconsin 1) Regular business:  … a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a 

smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may compel the attendance of absent 

members in such manner and under such penalties as each house may provide. 

 

2)  Fiscal business:  On the passage in either house of the legislature of any law which 

imposes, continues or renews a tax, or creates a debt or charge, or makes, continues or 

renews an appropriation of public or trust money, or releases, discharges or commutes a 

claim or demand of the state, the question shall be taken by yeas and nays, which shall be 

duly entered on the journal; and three-fifths of all the members elected to such house shall in 

all such cases be required to constitute a quorum therein. 

Wyoming A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller number 

may adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent members in such manner 

and under such penalties as each house may prescribe. 
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