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Natural Infrastructure (working definition)

A strategically planned network of natural and working 
lands, such as forests, rivers, wetlands, and waterways that 
conserve and enhance ecosystem values and functions, 
and provide associated benefits for safe and healthy 
communities and vibrant local economies
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Natural Infrastructure

 World Resources Institute: strategic use of networks of natural lands, working 
landscapes, and other open spaces to conserve ecosystem values and functions and provide 
associated benefits to human populations  

 European Environment Agency (Green Infrastructure): a strategically planned 
network of natural and semi-natural areas with other environmental features designed and 
managed to deliver a wide range of ecosystem services’ in both rural and urban settings

 US EPA: the interconnected network of natural and undeveloped areas needed to maintain 
and support ecosystems.

 International Union for Conservation of Nature: the interconnected network of 
natural and undeveloped areas needed to maintain and support ecosystems.
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Natural Infrastructure

A strategically planned network of natural and working lands, such as 
forests, rivers, wetlands, and waterways that conserve and enhance 
ecosystem values and functions, and provide associated benefits for safe 
and healthy communities and vibrant local economies
 World Resources Institute: strategic use of networks of natural lands 

 European Environment Agency (Green Infrastructure): a strategically planned network

 US EPA: the interconnected network

 International Union for Conservation of Nature: the interconnected network
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Natural Infrastructure

A strategically planned network of natural and working lands, such as 
forests, rivers, wetlands, and waterways that conserve and enhance 
ecosystem values and functions, and provide associated benefits for safe 
and healthy communities and vibrant local economies
 World Resources Institute: natural lands, working landscapes, and other open spaces

 European Environment Agency (Green Infrastructure): natural and semi-natural areas with other 
environmental features

 US EPA: natural and undeveloped areas

 International Union for Conservation of Nature: natural and undeveloped areas 
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Natural Infrastructure

A strategically planned network of natural and working lands, such as 
forests, rivers, wetlands, and waterways that conserve and enhance 
ecosystem values and functions, and provide associated benefits for safe 
and healthy communities and vibrant local economies
 World Resources Institute: conserve ecosystem values and functions

 European Environment Agency (Green Infrastructure): designed and managed to deliver a wide 
range of ecosystem services’

 US EPA: maintain and support ecosystems.

 International Union for Conservation of Nature: maintain and support ecosystems.
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Natural Infrastructure

A strategically planned network of natural and working lands, such as 
forests, rivers, wetlands, and waterways that conserve and enhance 
ecosystem values and functions, and provide associated benefits for safe 
and healthy communities and vibrant local economies
 World Resources Institute: provide associated benefits to human populations  

 European Environment Agency (Green Infrastructure): in both rural and urban settings
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Natural Infrastructure (working definition)

A strategically planned network of natural and 
working lands, such as forests, rivers, wetlands, 
and waterways that conserve and enhance 
ecosystem values and functions, and provide 
associated benefits for safe and healthy 
communities and vibrant local economies
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