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Four reasons

• It won’t work:  Congestion won’t improve 

• It makes kids at Tubman breathe more toxins 

• It’s contrary to our climate goals 

• We have better uses for half a billion dollars 

• (We can address safety, covers, bike/pedestrian 
access, and freight implications as well.)



It won’t reduce 
congestion
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You can’t build your way 
out of congestion

“Induced demand”: 
With “free” roads, more 
capacity simply generates 
more traffic
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Fundamental Law of 
Road Congestion
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ODOT admits it won't 
work

OPB, Politics Now, October 12, 2017 

ODOT’s Travis Brouwer: “We fully admit that this is not going to eliminate 
congestion at the Rose Quarter, But, we do expect it will make traffic a lot 
better.” 

OPB’s Jeff Mapes:  . . . basically, they are saying if you take care of a lot of those fender 
benders, its; going to reduce a lot of delays that frequently happen there.  
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PBOT admits it won’t 
work

PBOT’s Mauricio Leclerc to Portland Planning and Sustainability Commission 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vyl8CPemHw0

February 28, 2017 

at. 37:00 


When we did the analysis, the congestion benefit is on the elimination of 
crashes—non-recurring congestion. The congestion benefit of just adding 
more lanes was very limited.    

Basically you’re fixing something.  Certainly, there’s an improvement, but 
it’s not very large.  If you are familiar with the freeway system, it’s 
congested to the north, it’s congested to the south, and if you’re going to 
I-84, it’s just going to be congested as you enter I-84.  So, it has limited 
utility, but it does have a very significant safety and non-recurring 
congestion benefit.  So, we’re not sure what the induced demand, if that 
gets modeled, it’s potential, but its not very large.   
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Does widening freeways 
reduce crashes?
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$70 million to widen I-5 at 
Victory Boulevard in 2010
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Widening I-5 increased 
crashes



It’s out of line with our 
adopted climate goals



We’re 
losing 
ground 
on 
climate



Carbon pollution is up in 
Oregon because of driving



It won’t make travel  
 safer in Portland



It makes kids at Tubman 
breathe more pollution
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Freeway closer to Tubman
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Freeway closer to Tubman



No More Freeway Expansions Coalition

Busier roads = lower 
achievement

Jennifer Heissel, Claudia Persico, David Simon, Does pollution drive achievement? The effect of traffic 
pollution on academic performance. NBER Working Paper No. 25489.
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Highways=lower test 
scores

 . . children who move to a school downwind of a major highway have lower test scores and a higher 
likelihood of behavioral incidents and missing school than when those same children attended schools 
with similar characteristics that were not downwind of a major highway. The effects are larger for more 
heavily-trafficked roads, and the effects appear to last even after the child moves away from a downwind 
school. This suggests that once damage from pollution is done, even during middle childhood, it might 

persist, potentially affecting outcomes far into the future. 

Jennifer Heissel, Claudia Persico, David Simon, Does pollution drive achievement? The effect of traffic 
pollution on academic performance. NBER Working Paper No. 25489.
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This is not a freeway lane

This is not a 
freeway lane
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This is not a wider freeway
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This is not a wider freeway
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This is not a

Magritte, 1920 ODOT, 2019



Claims project will 
reduce crashes 35-70%

Source:  ODOT, 2016-2018 STIP project description
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Wholly Moses
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Wholly Moses



Or by at least 50%

 • The project will reduce crashes by over 50% on I-5    

Public Involvement Plan – DRAFT 
I-5 Rose Quarter Improvement Project 

Oregon Department of Transportation 
August 17, 2017  

page 15
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A phony marketing plan 

3.1.2 Key Messages 
Key messages that should be communicated throughout the project include: 

 • With high traffic volumes, closely spaced interchanges, and no shoulders, I-5 at the Rose Quarter has the highest crash rate in       
the state of Oregon. This stretch of I-5 frustrates freight haulers and commuters with long and unreliable travel times.  

This is not about getting public input on possible alternatives, its about manufacturing the illusion of 
consent for pre-selected action. 

It’s not about disclosing a wide range of possible alternatives and getting public comment on their 
relative merits, its about selling a choice that ODOT has already made. 



Other issues

• Is this about safety? 

• What about the freeway lids? 

• Is it better for bikes and pedestrians? 

• Don’t we need it for freight? 

• What should be do instead?
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Safety is a red herring
Freeway are 5 times safer than arterials 

Metro State of Safety Report
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Rose Quarter is safer 
than other ODOT roads

82nd Avenue

Powell Boulevard

Columbia Boulevard

Martin Luther King Boulevard

Barbur Boulevard

I-5 Rose Quarter

0 2 4 6 8

Crashes per million vehicle miles, 2015 (ODOT data)
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Purpose: “Reduce minor 
or non-injury crashes”
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Conclusion

Congestion exists because 
roads are under-priced 
Widening freeways doesn’t 
work 
Price first, build later, or waste 
billions


