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Analyst:  John Terpening 
 
Request:  Approve the submission of a federal grant application by the Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), in the amount of approximately 
$5,000,000, to address air quality in Klamath County. 
 
Analysis:  The Department requests approval to apply for a federal grant from the EPA to support 
activities to address air quality in Klamath County. Each year the EPA identifies around 15 
communities across the country as priority areas based on severe air quality conditions. The city of 
Klamath Falls qualifies as one such community based on their designation as a nonattainment area 
for fine particulate matter. Currently, Klamath Falls has the highest recorded 24-hour levels of fine 
particulate matter in the nation, with the main factor being wood burning fireplaces and stoves. 
 
With this grant, the Department intends to partner with Klamath County to build upon current 
woodstove change-out programs, increase outreach and education efforts, and provide dry firewood 
through community programs. Additionally, the grant will assist with data collection through a 
household survey to inform woodstove interventions and evaluate future strategies, including but 
not limited to, evaluating opportunities to upgrade public transportation buses with low-emission 
buses to address on-road source emissions. 
 
The grant requires no matching funds. The application period for the grant closes March 10 and 
awards are anticipated to be announced in the summer. The funding is anticipated to be structured 
over a five-year period. The Department will use existing staff to administer the grant, passing 
through most of the funds to Klamath County to implement the program. While the Department 
does not require additional position authority or federal funds expenditure limitation for the grant at 
this time, if the full amount is received more federal funds limitation may be requested in the future. 
 
 
Legislative Fiscal Office Recommendation:  Approve the request. 
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