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Chair Sanchez and Committee Members,
Thank you for the opportunity to share written testimony in support of HB 4005. My name is
Debbie Lindgren. I am a retired Oregon educator, parent and volunteer leader for Moms Demand
Action for Gun Sense in America.
The United States has become a nation of gun survivors, directly and indirectly. America’s gun
death rate is tragic and unique-11 times higher than other high-income countries.1
●
●
●

Gun violence is now the second leading cause of death for American children including
Oregon.2
Nearly 82% of gun deaths in Oregon are suicides, that is one every 22 hours.3
Access to a gun triples the risk of death by suicide.4

These statistics highlight the critical need for HB 4005. The effects of gun violence extend far
beyond these casualties as well. Gun violence shapes the lives of millions of Americans who
witness it, know someone who was shot, or live in fear of the next shooting. However, it is simply
too easy for the wrong individuals to get firearms, leading to violence from deadly domestic abuse
to suicide and school shootings.
Research shows that common-sense public safety laws reduce gun violence and save lives. Don’t
wait until this public health crisis affects more Oregonians, even touching your families as it did
mine. My eldest daughter works for a Fortune 500 company in Portland when she was confronted
with a workplace shooting in 2017 ending the lives of two of her co-workers. I decided to get off
the sidelines at that point and joined a non-partisan, grassroots organization advocating for
stronger laws and policies that will reduce gun violence and make our communities safer.
I am grateful to support proposed legislative solutions to help address this public health crisis in
Oregon by a secure storage bill. I hope you’ll join me in getting off the sidelines and supporting
HB 4005. Thank you.
Debbie Lindgren
Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034
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