
Legislative Fiscal Office 2019 Joint Committee on Ways and Means 
 

Analysis 

Oregon State Police 

NICS Act Records Improvement 

 
Analyst:  Julie Neburka 
 
Request:  Approve a request from the Department of State Police to apply fora competitive grant of 
$1,444,973 from the US Department of Justice’s 2019 National Instant Criminal Background Check 
System (NICS) Act Record Improvement grant program. 
 
Analysis:  The Oregon State Police maintains the state’s criminal history database and is responsible 
for ensuring its records are complete.  The NICS Act Record Improvement grant program provides 
funding to states to address the gap in information available to the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System (NICS) about mental health adjudications, commitments, and other factors 
that would prohibit a person from receiving or possessing a firearm.  The grant program’s focus for 
2019 is to enhance the completeness, automation, and transmittal of records from state and federal 
criminal history repositories to NICS, and to improve the overall reporting of those persons 
prohibited from possessing firearms for reasons related to domestic violence and/or mental health 
to NICS. 
 
The Bureau of Justice Statistics has not estimated the amount of funding it will award or the number 
of grants it will issue in 2019.  In 2018, the agency awarded $21 million nationwide.  Grant 
applications are due by June 3, 2019, with two-year grants announced by October 2019.  There are 
no match requirements.  If successful, the Oregon State Police proposes to use the grant funds to 
improve the completeness of court records by locating missing court dispositions and case closures 
and updating cases in the Computerized Criminal History file maintained by the Criminal Justice 
Information Services division of the State Police.  Grant funds would extend a limited-duration 
position and pay for contract services to locate and obtain missing court records.  If successful, the 
agency may need to return to the Legislature to request additional federal funds expenditure 
limitation and position authority. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Office Recommendation:  Approve the request. 
 



Department of Administrative Services i May 2019 
 

Department of State Police 
Lisper 

 
 

Request: Authorization to apply for a Federal Fiscal Year 2019 National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System (NICS) Act Improvement Program (NARIP) competitive grant of 
$1,444,973 from the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice 
Statistics.  
 
Recommendation:  Approve the request. 
 
Discussion:  The Department of State Police (OSP) is requesting authorization to apply for a 
$1,444,973 NICS NARIP competitive grant, which has no federal match requirement. The grant 
award is for 24 months with a start date of October 1, 2019 and all projects must be complete by 
September 30, 2021. The deadline to submit the grant application is June 3, 2019. 
 
The Bureau of Justice Statistics NARIP grant program awards provide funding to assist eligible 
states and tribes for the following two purposes: 

• To improve the completeness of automations and transmittal of records from state and 
federal systems to NICS, and 

• To improve the overall reporting to NICS of persons prohibited from possessing firearms for 
reasons related to domestic violence and mental health.   

 
The OSP grant application will include continued funding for one limited duration Operation 
Policy Analyst 3 (OPA 3) position for 12 months and the continuation of third party contracted 
services. The OPA 3 will be used to coordinate and provide technical support for multiple 
projects and efforts to improve Oregon records available in NICS. The contractual services are 
used to obtain statewide missing court dispositions and confirm completeness of court records 
for case closures. The updated information gathered from the courts will be input into the 
Computerized Criminal History files maintained by the Criminal Justice Information Services 
Division within OSP.  
 
The Department received $7.9 million in Federal Funds over the past 10 years. These funds have 
assisted the Department to identify which individuals are prohibited from receiving or possessing 
firearms under both state and federal law; while reducing delays for individuals who are eligible 
to purchase firearms.  
 
If awarded, the Department may need to return to the Legislature to request position authority for 
a limited duration position and Federal Funds expenditure limitation.  
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