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SB 493 A STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY
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Meeting Dates: 5/8, 5/13

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:
Establishes nine-member Oregon Human Rights Commission (Commission) within the Department of Human
Services (DHS), appointed by Governor to safeguard the dignity and basic human rights of individuals with
intellectual or developmental disabilities. Specifies composition of Commission and prohibits appointment for
more than two consecutive three-year terms. Directs Commission to establish a statewide regional advisory
committee system by rule to conduct informational hearings concerning violations of rights of individuals who
have an intellectual or developmental disability. Replaces requirement that DHS promote dispute resolution with
Commission authority to investigate complaints.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:

EFFECT OF AMENDMENT:
No amendment.

BACKGROUND:
The federal Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 provides funding for the creation
of councils at the state level to advocate for and protect individuals with disabilities. In matters of alleged rights
violations, the Oregon Department of Human Services (DHS) is currently required to promote dispute resolution.
In 2017, Senate Bill 834 directed DHS to develop a proposal for the creation of an independent human rights
commission dedicated to the dignity and basic rights of individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities. DHS convened a work group and collaborated on a proposal that included goals and purposes for a
human rights commission distinct from existing work groups, systems, processes, and stakeholder groups, that
resulted in Senate Bill 493.

Senate Bill 493 A establishes the Oregon Human Rights Commission (Commission) within DHS to safeguard the
dignity and basic human rights of individuals who have an intellectual or developmental disability. The measure
specifies membership of the Commission and directs it to establish a statewide regional advisory committee
system to conduct informational hearings concerning violations of the rights of individuals who have an
intellectual or developmental disability. The measure also requires the Commission to receive reports of rights
violations and authorizes it to request and receive information relevant to complaints.


