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Oregon Timber Harvest 

Private Federal St/LocalGov/NA

4/17/2019

Factors Impacting Timber 
Harvest levels:

• 1990: Endangered Species 
Act

• 1994: Northwest Forest 
Plan

• 2007-2009: Economic 
recession

Data retrieved from Legislative Revenue Office
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Factors Impacting 
Timber Tax Revenue:

• 1997: Passage of 
Measure 50

• 1999: HB 3575 phased 
out of severance tax

Post-Measure 50
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Fire Budget
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OR Department of Forestry
(ODF)

• Protects approximately 16 million out of 
Oregon’s 30 million acres of forestland

• Cost associated with Base Fire Protection is 
allocated on a per-acre analysis

• Emergency fire costs are covered by:
• General Fund

• Other public funding

• Federal funding

• Insurance*

• Private landowners

*Insurance only kicked in during the 2013 and 2014 fire season

4/17/2019 8

77%

23%

Acres Protected by ODF
*Based on Per-Acre Analysis

Private Acres Public Acres

Data retrieved from Legislative Fiscal Office



Who Pays What for Base Fire Budget 
2017-2019 Biennium

94/17/2019

44%*

56%

Private Timberland Owners

Cost Allocation Paid by Landowners

Cost Allocation Paid by General Fund

100%

Public Timberland Owners

Cost Allocation Paid by Landowners

Data retrieved from Legislative Fiscal Office

*= 50% of cost allocation minus administrative costs, 
equates to approximately 44% of cost allocation.
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27.9%
$61,303,896 

33.7%
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39.3%
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1.4%
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32.0%
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General Fund
$286,422,308 

36%

Public Other
$35,736,657 

5%

Federal Funds
$243,381,617 

31%

Insurance
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Forest Products Harvest Tax
Per MBF



How Oregon compares to Washington
Similar forests

Similar climate
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2017 Timber Harvest: OR vs WA
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Oregon Washington

Total Forest Acres in the State 8,618,948 6,213,349

Harvest Volume (MBF) in 2017 3,851,000 2,644,425

Harvest Value ($) in 2017 $1,944,755,000 $897,705,614 

MBF – Thousand Board Feet



2017 Cutting Taxes per Thousand Board Feet
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Oregon Washington

$3.77/mbf $16.97/mbf

MBF – Thousand Board Feet



2017 Timber Taxes: OR vs WA
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MBF – Thousand Board Feet
* – estimate
Data is annual

Oregon Washington
Adjusted for 
Volume/MBF

If OR Taxed Like WA
(Value)

Cutting Taxes $14,504,236 $44,885,265 $65,365,119* $97,237,750* 

Property Taxes $23,258,388 $25,800,000 $23,258,388 $23,258,388 

TOTAL Tax in 2017
(Property and Cutting) $37,762,624 $70,685,265 $88,623,507* $120,496,138*

Taxes per acre in 2017 $2.70 $4.15



2017 Timber Taxes: OR vs WA
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MBF – Thousand Board Feet
* – estimate
Data is annual

Oregon Washington Taxing by MBF Taxing on Value

Tax/MBF $3.77 $16.97 $16.97 $25.25

Cutting Taxes $14,504,236 $44,885,265 $65,365,119* $97,237,750* 

Property Taxes $23,258,388 $25,800,000 $23,258,388 $35,768,634* 

TOTAL Tax in 2017
(Property and Cutting) $37,762,624 $70,685,265 $88,623,507* $133,006,384*

Taxes per acre in 2017 $2.70 $4.15 $2.70 $4.15



A new proposal– a Fire Suppression Fund

HB 2495 (with amendments)

- Increases the Forest Products Harvest Tax to $16.00/MBF

- Directs increased tax to a newly created Wildfire Suppression Fund 
within the FPHT

OR

Apply a Severance Tax (while keeping the current FPHT)

- 3% Severance Tax would increase timber revenues by $58.3 million, to 
equal $96.1 million

- Supplements the outrageous costs that our GF is experiencing due to 
the large costs of forest fires 
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The End
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