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March 27, 2019 
The Honorable Jackie Winters  
The Honorable Carla Piluso  
Co-chairs, Public Safety Subcommittee  
 
Sent by e-mail only: (to iwmps.exhibits@oreqonleqislature.gov) 
 
Re: SB 5513, Oregon Judicial Department budget  
 
Dear Senator Winters and Representative Piluso:  
 
I am writing to ask that you fully fund the Oregon Judicial Department (SB 5513).  
Many people understand the role of the court in the criminal justice system, but I 
wanted to add some information on how it affects me and the attorneys I regularly work 
with in providing trial level indigent defense services in Clackamas County.  
 
Clackamas Indigent Defense Corporation contracts to provide trial level indigent 
defense services to adults in Circuit Court (we currently have 25 full-time attorneys 
under contract for this purpose). In addition to representing individuals accused of 
crimes at the trial level, we also staff the following specialty courts: Community Court; 
Domestic Violence Deferred Sentencing Program; DUII Court, and; Drug Court. 
Collectively, we spend hundreds of hours per week in court. Accordingly, judicial staff 
shortages and crowding on dockets impacts our attorneys and clients directly and on a 
daily basis.  
 
Staff shortages and judicial shortages in Clackamas County mean that we spend too 
much time in court simply waiting to have our cases heard. While criminal cases have 
priority in getting sent out for trial, cases regularly get set over on the day of trial when 
there is a shortage of judges to handle the volume of cases.  Generally, in criminal cases, 
these re-sets are about 60 days out. The impact on our clients is significant since a 
pending criminal case often interrupts housing and employment opportunities.  
 
Please consider these comments in support passing SB5513 and feel free to contact me 
directly for additional information.  
 
 

Regards, 
 
 

Bruce Tarbox 













To the Joint Ways and Means Committee, Subcommittee on Public Safety 

Co-Chairs Sen. Jackie Winters and Rep. Carla Piluso, and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Sandra McLeod Miller. I live in Clackamas County. I have had personal experience with the 
hardships families can endure when there are too few judges to serve the needs of justice in a 
community.  

Our family suffered an incredible tragedy when our pregnant daughter was killed in an accident while in 
her third trimester of pregnancy.  Her child was delivered and survived.  The incident was traumatic for 
all involved.  I took physical custody of the child (now my adopted son, Donovan).  Unfortunately, there 
was a subsequent court action filed by Donovan's biological grandfather. 

I responded to that court action and prepared for trial.  This was a painful and expensive process that 
required me to relive my trauma and put the situation into limbo.   

On the day before trial, my attorney and I spent the entire day at my home to prepare for my 
testimony.  I found myself crying throughout our preparation.  It was very difficult and painful to revisit 
all of the details necessary for the case.   

I also arranged for several experts to be available - some local and others who were traveling from out 
of state. 

At 3 p.m., we received news that there were no available judges and that the case would be set over for 
FIVE months.  I broke down at this news.  Worse yet, the grandfather reacted by literally breaking into 
my home and yelling at me in front of Donovan on the date the news was delivered.  Fortunately, one of 
the witnesses was in town for the trial and stood between me and the grandfather, requiring him to 
leave. 

In the ensuing five months, things went from bad to worse.  The case was a moving target with new 
evidence emerging nearly every day.  Donovan went to therapy because of the stress of uncertainty and 
because there was no rule yet established as to the grandfather's ability to have access to him.   

The entire family became very polarized and by the end of the trial that occurred five months later, our 
family was utterly fractured.  It cost tens of thousands of dollars in the intervening months to manage 
the case and prepare all over again for the trial.   

If the case had resolved as originally scheduled, it would have still been a difficult trial, but the 
intervening events and the delay created a situation that was intractable and far worse (and far more 
expensive).  It is highly likely that some of the fractured family relationships could have been preserved. 

I strongly support the Oregon Judicial Department’s request for adequate funding for judges and staff to 
ensure that justice is timely in Oregon. It’s not just a matter of budget, it has a very real impact on 
peoples’ lives – as it did mine. 

Thank you. 

Sandra McLeod Miller 

April 4, 2019 
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