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I am unable to attend on Tuesday morning. Please accept my testimony attached.
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To: Oregon Senate Judiciary Committee 


Subject: SB978


I am a 79 year old tax paying Oregon resident since 1960, a former business founder/owner, CHL holder, Rod & Gun Club member and firm believer in the second amendment. I obtained my CHL in 2012 prior to a 30 day Route 66 road trip, Portland, Chicago, LA to Sherwood. As a senior who would be no match for a younger thug wanting to harm me or my wife, I simply wish to have a fighting chance of making it out of a bad situation safely. Incidentally, the two states with the strictest gun laws, and (of course) no reciprocity with out of state CHL holders, Illinois and California, have the highest crime rates of those we visited. We avoided LA like the plague. Just lock ‘em in the trunk and pray on the way thru those states. That speaks volumes! I am aware, as are most gun owners, that possessing a firearm carries with it the responsibility to use it safely, only when absolutely necessary, and with good judgment. I have used firearms since grade school, shooting varmints or Deer hunting on our North Dakota farm. I have carried concealed since 2012, and in fact my wife prefers that I be armed wherever we go.


Proposed SB978 is a clear and blatant violation of my second amendment right to keep and bear arms. The bill is clearly not about gun control, but ultimately about CONTROL! It will only serve as a trap to turn law abiding citizens into criminals. It WILL NOT be a deterrent to criminals who obviously have no concern about following the existing laws. Why would SB978 change their behavior? The framers of the Constitution had good sense that has withstood the test of time and maintained our freedom! Let’s follow it and do something worthwhile!

Sincerely, Rod Olsen, Sherwood, OR



