
 

 

Why the truth matters 

 

As McKinlay and McKinlay warned, if the wrong intervention (like vaccines) is singled out as the 
reason Americans and the rest of the first world experienced such a dramatic decrease in 
mortality in the 20th century, that misinformation can be abused to do things like: 

• Rapidly expanding the number of vaccines given to children 

• Browbeating parents who chose to follow a different vaccine schedule and making them 
feel guilty 

• Making vaccines mandatory 

  
 


