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Chlorpyrifos is linked to infertility, diabetes, respiratory 
diseases, developmental disorders and more.

B A C K G R O U N D  I N F O R M A T I O N

Communities are 
exposed to drift from 
nearby fields and golf 
courses in their homes, 
schools and outdoor 
areas.

Children are especially 
susceptible to exposure, 
resulting in brain damage 
and developmental 
disabilities.

Farmworkers and rural 
communities are at 
highest risk of exposure 
from drift. FARMWORKERS AND CHILDREN ARE AT RISK

Chlorpyrifos is very harmful to farmworkers and are l inked 
to developmental disabi l i t ies in chi ldren. ¹  These are highly 
toxic nerve agent pest ic ides that can damage the 
developing brains of babies and chi ldren, leading to lower 
birth weight ,  reduced IQ, loss of memory, and delayed 
motor development.²  I t  is also toxic to farmworkers — 
regularly s ickening them and sending them to the hospital .  
Many farmworkers are afraid to report pest ic ide exposure 
because they’re afraid of being f ired or reprimanded.³

WILDLIFE AND WATER
The National Pest ic ide Information Center (NPIC) l ists 
chlorpyrifos as "highly toxic" to f ish,  aquatic invertebrates 
and bees.  I t  may bui ld up in the t issues of f ish and aquatic 
insects,  poisoning animals up the food chain.  The half- l i fe 
of chlorpyrifos in soi l  is between 60 and 120 days,  but can 
span over 1  year depending on the soi l  type and weather 
condit ions.⁴⁵

Chlorpyrifos is highly 
toxic to birds, fish and 
beneficial insects such 
as bees. ⁵

There is no safe level of 
chlorpyrifos in drinking 
water. ⁵

Chlorpyrifos are 
particularly dangerous 
for pregnant women 
because of their toxicity 
to the developing infant.
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