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2019 Legislative Goals

• 1) Expand Services – SB 394

• Local emergency alerts, local TV channel, ATSC 3.0 adoption

• 2) Administrative Reform – SB 393

• Annex cities, include all service charge payers in governance, exempt state 
properties

• 3) Revenue Reform – SB 901

• Permit voters to consider ad valorem property taxes

• Permit property inspection partnerships with cities

• Permit revenue collection partnerships with cities



The Revenue Question

• In 1975, legislation creating translator districts authorized property 
taxes.

• In 1979, the legislature created the service charge system.
• “A district created before May 7, 1979, shall be considered to have received 

elector authorization for imposition of the service charge. ”

• The problem: There was no actual elector authorization. Voters 
were not given the right to choose between property taxes or 
service charges at the ballot box.



Understanding Translator District Revenue
• Direct Service Charge Payments + 

Property Tax Liens = Revenue

• 0.9 * (Delinquent service charges) = 
Property Tax Liens
• County keeps 10% of property tax liens 

as collection fee

• 2019-2020 Projection
• 500 Service Charge Payments
• Delinquent properties total $65,973.67.
• 50,000 + 0.9 (65,973.67) = $109,376.30
• 100% of delinquent property owners 

could return exemption notices by May 
31.

• 50,000 + 0.9 (0) = $50,000

UNDERSTOOD?



Revenue Volatility

• The service charge system is 
extremely volatile and led to the 
dissolution of our only peer 
institution in Oregon, the Maupin 
Translator District.

• From 2002-2008, MTD revenue 
fluctuated between $4,500 
decreases and $2,300 increases.

• Source: Reports-in-lieu of Audit 
filed with OR Secretary of State.



Revenue Volatility

• In 2017, BMTD projected revenue of 
$86,000.

• The FCC’s 2017 Spectrum Auction saw T-
Mobile win 11 of BMTD’s 17 channel 
licenses.

• BMTD was forced to vacate within 90 days 
of T-Mobile’s notice, with an unbudgeted 
price tag of $20,000 to find new channel 
space and purchase new equipment.
• Congress did not allocate repack 

reimbursement funding for any displaced non-
Class A LPTV stations.

• Unexpectedly, BMTD’s revenue jumped to 
$120,000 and repack costs were absorbed.



Revenue Stabilization

• Ad valorem property taxes are predictable.

• BMTD’s Union County properties are approximately valued at $750 
million. A tax of $0.26 per $1,000 would provide $200,000 for the 
year, BMTD’s optimum budget.
• Baker County was unable to provide data on combined property value, but 

an ad valorem tax on properties in both counties would be lowered to 
ensure that BMTD did not exceed approximately $200k in revenue.

• -1 Amendment: Property taxes only decided during Presidential 
election years.



City Partnerships

• SB 901:

• Allows cities to inspect properties for antennas.
• -2 Amendment makes reimbursement for inspection costs negotiable.

• Concern about 10% statutory limit from Baker City Councilor

• Allows cities to collect service charges on utility bills in exchange for 
10% collection fee (same as county tax collectors).

• Certain officials at City of Elgin expressed interest in partnerships. 
Because the text of the bill was introduced so late, BMTD did not 
ask any city to make a formal endorsement or commitment to 
entering into these partnerships.


