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A Global Disability Resource and Advocacy Center 

ONTARIO  
P.O. Box 940 

1021 SW 5th Ave. 

Ontario, OR 97914 

Voice/TTY: 541-889-3119 

Fax: 541-889-4647 

Relay Service: 711 

Toll-Free: 1-844-489-3119 

E-mail: eocil@eocil.org  
 

PENDLETON  
322 SW 3rd Street 

Pendleton, OR 97801 

Voice: 541-276-1037 

Fax: 541-276-1125 

Relay Service: 711 

Toll-Free: 1-877-711-1037 

E-mail: eocil@eocil.org 

THE DALLES  
400 East Scenic Dr., Suite 2.382 

The Dalles, OR 97058 

Voice: 541-370-2810 

Fax: 541-296-1471 

Relay service: 711 

Toll-free 1-844-370-2810 

E-mail: eocil@eocil.org 

DATE: March 19, 2019 

TO:   House Committee on Business and Labor 

 
Re:  IDSP POLICY POSITION for HB 3205 

   

ISSUER:   
W. Kirt Toombs, MMDS, Chief Executive Officer, Eastern Oregon Center for 

Independent Living’s (EOCIL) – Institute for Disability Studies and Policy (IDSP)  

 

ISSUER BACKGROUND: 
Eastern Oregon Center for Independent Living (EOCIL) is a global cross-

disability resource and advocacy center that promotes independent living and 

equal access for all persons with disabilities.  EOCIL has two primary functions:  

 

1. To operate the Institute for Disability Studies and Policy (IDSP). 

Through the IDSP's core research and policy officers, the IDSP 

provides original and scholarly actionable research for disability 
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systems change to enhance independent living, equitable access to 

services and resources, and universal human rights;  

2. To provide peer-based services to people with disabilities living in 

eastern Oregon.  Based in Ontario, Oregon, with additional offices in 

Pendleton and The Dalles, EOCIL serves consumers in 13 central and 

eastern Oregon counties: Baker, Gilliam, Grant, Harney, Hood River, 

Malheur, Morrow, Sherman, Umatilla, Union, Wallowa, Wasco and 

Wheeler.  

The IDSP is the location for disability research, education, and advocacy. The 

Institute provides actionable research that is disseminated to centers for 

independent living, other disabled persons’ organizations (DPOs), and non-

governmental organizations (NGOs). 

The IDSP is an integral part of EOCIL and operates as the center's research 

and policy analysis entity. The IDSP intends to provide recommendations on 

behalf of Oregonians with disabilities.   

 

IDSP POLICY POSITION FOR HB 3205:   
HB 3205 expands Telecommunication Devices Access Program to include 
provision of communication facilitators. 
 
EOCIL’s IDSP finds HB 3205 would benefit persons with disabilities.   


