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Founded in 1985, WaterWatch is a non-profit river conservation group dedicated to the 

protection and restoration of natural flows in Oregon’s rivers. We work to ensure that enough 

water is protected in Oregon’s rivers to sustain fish, wildlife, recreation and other public uses of 

Oregon’s rivers, lakes and streams. We also work for balanced water laws and policies. 

WaterWatch has members across Oregon who care deeply about our rivers, their inhabitants and 

the effects of water laws and policies on these resources. 

 

WaterWatch supports full funding of POP 123 as requested in the ARB ($714,600 GF, 

$65,400 OF) 

  

The need for a secure water future that meets Oregon’s instream and out-of-stream needs is a 

widely supported goal.  Governor Brown’s 100 Year Water Vision to prepare for a secure and 

resilient water future for all Oregonian’s recognizes, explicitly, that instream water for fish and 

wildlife must be part of this vision.    

 

Similar support for instream data and instream protections are recognized in the state’s 

Integrated Water Resources Strategy (IWRS), which is Oregon’s blueprint for meeting instream 

and out-of-stream needs now and into the future.  Numerous instream protections are included in 

the IWRS--from developing new instream protections, to working with communities on “place 

based plans” to meet instream and out of stream needs, to building resiliency in the face of 

climate change (see highlights to attached IWRS placemat for POP 123 overlay).    

 

Full funding of ODFW POP 123 is critical to ensuring that Oregon’s goals to protect and restore 

instream flows as articulated in the ISWR and Governor’s 100 Year Water Vision are met.    

 

Specifically, full funding of POP 123 will allow ODFW to fulfill the IWRS goals of 

understanding instream and out-of-stream needs (IWRS Objective 2), understanding coming 

pressures that affect our needs and supplies (IWRS Objective 3) and meeting Oregon’s instream 

and out-of-stream needs (IWRS Objective 4).  Specific actions that full funding of POP 123 will 

allow include determining flows needed to support instream needs (action 3.A), supporting 

continued basin scale climate change research efforts (action 5.A), assisting with climate change 

adaptation and resiliency strategies (Action 5B), planning and preparing for drought resiliency 
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(Action 5.5B), place based planning (Action 9A), coordinating implementation of existing 

natural resource plans (Action 9B), reaching environmental outcomes with non-regulatory 

outcomes (Action 10.D), improving watershed health, resiliency and capacity for natural storage 

(Action 11.A), developing additional instream protections (Action 11.B) and protecting and 

restoring instream habitat and habitat access for fish and wildlife (Action 11.D).  Long story 

short, ODFW’s role is carrying out the instream directives of the IWRS is absolutely critical to 

the success of Oregon’s water future.  No one else is doing this work.  Without POP 123, 

implementation of this statewide plan will continue to be unbalanced, and will not serve the 

needs of all citizens of the state.    

 

In closing, with climate change, increasing complexities and conflicts over water, endangered 

species concerns and other factors putting increasing pressures on our state’s limited water 

resources, full funding of ODFW’s Water Program (POP 123) is vital.   

 

We urge the subcommittee to support full funding of POP 123.   

 

 

Contact:    

Kimberley Priestley, Sr.  Policy Analyst, kjp@waterwatch.org 

Jack Dempsey, Lobbyist, jack@dempseypublicaffairs.com 
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