
 

 

An Open Letter from Scientists and Experts Supporting a  
Clean Energy Transition in Oregon 

March 3, 2019 

Dear Governor Brown and Oregon State Legislators, 

As Oregon scientists, researchers, and economists, we are deeply concerned that climate 
change compromises the quality of life of all Oregonians and threatens our state’s—and 
planet’s—future. We need your leadership now more than ever to reduce the risks of a 
dangerously warming climate.  

The nation’s record-breaking extreme weather events of the last few years provide a 
sobering reminder of possible future impacts to Oregon if global warming emissions 
continue to rise. The scope and severity of many of these extreme events will likely 
worsen. Oregonians are already facing changes in water availability brought on by 
smaller snowpack and earlier snowmelt diminishing fisheries and agriculture; our forests 
and related industries are threatened from increasing wildfires, insect outbreaks, and tree 
diseases; and our coastal communities are impacted by rising sea levels and increasing 
ocean acidity.1  

While Oregon must adapt to the inevitable impacts of a changing climate, the state must 
also take meaningful and binding steps to reduce heat-trapping emissions that would 
cause much more devastating consequences in the decades to come. While Oregon has 
goals to reduce heat-trapping emissions, the state is not on track to meet them.2  

We can no longer delay meaningful action. The latest Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change special report shows that to meet global temperature goals, we must 
make large-scale cuts to pollution in the next decade.3 This underscores the pressing 
urgency for action. The emissions choices we make today—in Oregon and throughout the 
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world—will shape the planet our children and grandchildren inherit. We, the 
undersigned scientists and researchers, urge you to pass a strong climate policy in 
2019 to cap and price emissions, invest the funds in Oregon communities to support 
clean energy jobs and climate resilience, and put the state on the path to meeting its 
emission reduction goals.  

Please help create a cleaner, safer, and healthier future for Oregon. Let this be our legacy. 

 

The signers of this letter are scientists and researchers who live or work in Oregon and hold a 
PhD, MD, or a Masters in a field of science, economics, public health, or engineering. All 

signers have expertise relevant to our understanding of climate change, its impacts and costs 
on people, ecosystems, and society, or solutions for clean energy and climate adaptation.  

Institutional affiliations are provided for purposes of identification and  
do not imply endorsement of the letter by those institutions. 

 
Signed by, 
 
Christine Armer, PhD  
Entomology  
Oregon State University 
Hillsboro, OR 
 
Lee Azimi, PhD, PE  
Civil Infrastructure Planning Consultant  
Portland, OR 
 
Dominique Bachelet, PhD 
Biological & Ecological Engineering  
Oregon State University, 
Corvallis, OR 
 
John Bailey, PhD 
Forest Engineering, Resources and 
Management 
College of Forestry 
Oregon State University   
Corvallis, OR 
 
 

Patrick J. Bartlein, PhD 
Geography 
University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR 
 
Sam Bell, PhD 
Applied Economics Department 
Oregon State University   
Corvallis, OR 
 
Scott Bridgham, PhD 
Institute of Ecology and Evolution 
University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR 
 
Nancy Broshot, PhD 
Environmental Studies 
Linfield College 
Oregon City, OR 
 
 
 



Barbara Brower, PhD 
Geography Department 
Portland State University 
Portland, OR 
 
Teresa Bulman, PhD 
Geography 
Portland State University 
Portland, OR 
 
Christopher Butenhoff, PhD 
Physics 
Portland State University 
Portland, OR 
 
Trudy Ann Cameron, PhD 
Economics 
University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR 
 
Kayla Carruth, PhD 
Nutrition 
University of Tennessee- Knoxville (Ret.) 
Portland, OR 
 
Alice Check, MSEE   
Electrical Engineer (Ret.) 
Beaverton, OR 
 
Curtis Clark, PhD 
Biological Sciences (Professor Emeritus) 
California State Polytechnic University – 
Pomona (Emeritus) 
Saint Helens, OR 
 
Peter Clark, PhD 
College of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric 
Sciences  
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
 

Kenneth Clifton, PhD 
Biology 
Lewis & Clark College 
Portland, OR 
 
Daniel T. Colbert, PhD  
North Energy Ventures 
Portland, OR 
 
Eduardo Cotilla-Sanchez, PhD 
School of Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Sharon Delcambre, PhD 
Environmental Studies 
University of Portland 
Portland, OR 
 
Martin T. Donohoe, MD, FACP 
Public Health and Social Justice   
Lake Oswego, OR 
 
Steven Dundas, PhD 
Environmental Economist   
Corvallis, OR 
 
Warren C. Easley, PhD 
Dupont, Technical Director (Ret.)   
Wilsonville, OR 
 
Ryan Frei, PhD, JD 
Chemistry and Patent Law  
Klarquist Sparkman 
Portland, OR 
 
Jerry Freilich, PhD 
Conservation Biology 
US National Park Service (Ret.) 
Bend, OR 
 



Juliane L. Fry, PhD 
Chemistry and Environmental Studies 
Reed College 
Portland, OR 
 
Lee Furlong, MD 
Physician (Ret.)   
Portland, OR 
 
James Gaudino, MD, MPH    
Oregon Public Health Association 
Portland, OR 
 
Jason Glover, MD  
Legacy Health 
Portland, OR 
 
Hannah Gosnell, PhD 
College of Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric 
Sciences 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Frank Granshaw, PhD 
Geology 
Portland State University 
Portland, OR 
 
Chris Guthrie, PhD  
Department of Veterans Affairs 
Bend, OR 
 
Brian Haley, PhD 
College of Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric 
Sciences  
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
David Hastings, PhD 
Physiology and Biochemistry 
Duke University (Ret.) 
Lake Oswego, OR 

Mark Hixon, PhD 
Department of Integrative Biology 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Emilie Hooft Toomey, PhD 
Earth Sciences 
University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR 
 
Robert M. Hughes, PhD  
Amnis Opes Institute & Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Ricardo Ismach, MD 
Emergency Medicine 
Oregon Health & Science University 
Portland, OR 
 
Bart R. Johnson, PhD 
Landscape Architecture 
University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR 
 
Anna Jolles, PhD 
Integrative Biology and Biomedical Sciences 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Gregory Jones, PhD 
Center for Wine Education 
Linfield College 
McMinnville, OR 
 
Alan R.P. Journet, PhD  
Southern Oregon Climate Action Now 
Jacksonville, OR 
 
Sybil Kelley, PhD 
Leadership for Sustainability Education 
Portland State University 
Portland, OR 



Adam Kent, PhD 
College of Earth, Ocean and Atmospheric 
Sciences 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Lisa Kitinoja, PhD  
The Postharvest Education Foundation 
La Pine, OR 
 
Jessica Kleiss, PhD 
Environmental Studies 
Lewis & Clark College 
Portland, OR 
 
Ned J. Knight, PhD 
Biology and Environmental Studies 
Linfield College 
Newberg, OR 
 
Johanna Landsberg, PhD  
US Department of Agriculture, Forest Service 
Research (Ret.)  
Bend, OR 
 
The Honorable Jane Lubchenco, PhD 
NOAA Administrator (2009-2013) 
Distinguished University Professor  
Department of Integrative Biology 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR   
 
Mitchell Lyle, PhD 
College of Earth Ocean and Atmospheric 
Sciences 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
David Lytle, PhD 
Integrative Biology 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 

Marissa Matsler, PhD 
Urban Resilience to Extremes Sustainability 
Research Network 
Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Bruce A. Menge, PhD 
Integrative Biology 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Alan Mix, PhD 
College of Earth, Ocean, & Atmospheric 
Sciences 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Donald Negri, PhD  
Professor of Economics 
Willamette University 
Salem, OR 
 
Matthew Orr, PhD 
Integrative Biology 
Oregon State University – Cascades 
Bend, OR 
 
Paul Ruscher, PhD 
Lane Community College, and 
Fellow, American Meteorological Society 
Eugene, OR 
 
Roger A. Sabbadini, PhD 
Biology 
San Diego State University (Emeritus) 
Bend, OR 
 
Roger Samelson, PhD 
College of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric 
Sciences 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 



Susan Scharffenberg, PhD 
Biology Department 
Walla Walla University (Ret.) 
Lincoln City, OR 
 
Connie Schmidt, DVM  
Veterinarian  
Lebanon Animal Hospital 
Lebanon, OR 
 
Richard Spinrad, PhD 
Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric Sciences 
Oregon State University 
Bend, OR 
 
Su Sponaugle, PhD 
Integrative Biology 
Oregon State University 
Newport, OR 
 
Sheanna Steingass, PhD 
Dept. Of Fisheries and Wildlife 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Christopher Still, PhD 
Forest Ecosystems and Society 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Jeffrey Stone, PhD 
Botany and Plant Pathology 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Pepper W. Trail, PhD 
National Fish and Wildlife Forensics Laboratory 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Ashland, OR 
 
 
 

Maureen Walczak, PhD 
College of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric 
Sciences 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
George Waldbusser, PhD 
College of Earth, Ocean, and Atmospheric 
Sciences 
Oregon State University 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Kenneth Ward,  PhD  
HP Inc. 
Corvallis, OR 
 
Carla Wise, PhD  
Power Up for Climate Solutions 
Corvallis, OR 
 
 
 


