
Dear Oregon legislators, 

 

At the hearing on Clean Energy Jobs bill HR 2020 in Springfield on February 22, there was strong 

heart-felt testimony against the bill by a number of people employed in the logging and pulp industries 

concerned that a tax on the industry would drive many out of business. There were repeated statements 

that lumber products sequester carbon so logging is good for Oregon, that small fast growing trees are 

the best sequesters of carbon and that forest fires create the majority of our carbon pollution in Oregon 

– implying, so let us continue our businesses without further fees or regulation. 

 

The research does not agree with the story put forth by the lumber industry. Attached is information 

copied from Forest Defense is Climate Defense, a publication of Oregon Wild which sites research 

from Oregon State University which estimates that forest fires account for only 4% of Oregon’s total 

carbon emissions whereas logging accounts for around 35%. 

 

Testimony by those opposed to HR 2020 stated that the plantations of fast growing trees planted after 

clear cuts were the best sequesters of carbon. In fact, research shows that old forests store far more 

carbon. And yes, lumber has carbon storage, but not nearly as high a percentage as a live tree. On top of 

that, lumber shipped out of Oregon does nothing for carbon sequestration in Oregon. 

 

Concern that passage of HR 2020 will be detrimental to the logging industry and the important positive 

role it plays in carbon sequestration, simply does not hold up. 

 

Please do not give in to industry concerns about HR 2020. The world has nearly run out time. We 

cannot put off drastically reducing our carbon emissions. Hold all major polluters accountable with a 

price on carbon. Do not allow exemptions for any polluting industry.  The overall effect on jobs is 

predicted to be a net gain. The cap-and-invest system, set up by Clean Energy Jobs, not only guarantees 

harmful pollution will be reduced, but it will build Oregon’s economy and communities at the same 

time. 

 

And please make it a priority to invest raised revenue in low-income, communities of color and Oregon 

Tribes 

 

Be Bold! Pass a strong HR 2020 Clean Energy Jobs bill. 

 

Sincerely, 

Betty Grant 

840 Jackson Street 

Eugene, OR. 97402 
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