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Joint Ways and Means Committee on Transportation and Economic Development
Oregon State Legislature

900 Court Street NE

Salem, OR 97301

To the Members of the Committee:

The City of Halsey has directly benefited from the Rural Opportunities Initiative (ROI). In a very short time it has had a
real impact on our community, bringing an essential service to Halsey that we have not had access to in the past. Itis
flexible, innovative and effective, and we are writing to ask you to find the funds necessary to continue the program.

For a small town like Halsey, economic development isn’t about wealth. It is about building a healthy, energetic and
resilient community. It is about having a few more people who can work locally instead of commute. It is about
enabling our citizens to better support their families, and it is also about being able to go out to dinner or get a
haircut without driving to another city.

A little over a year ago, eight small cities from rural Linn and Benton County applied for an ROI grant together, intending
to use this program to work together regionally. The strong partnership that has emerged as part of this experience will
last beyond our work with RAIN. We will do together what each of us could not afford to do alone.

With the help of the Regional Opportunities Initiative and this partnership, Halsey has hosted multiple events for
entrepreneurs and classes for small business owners in our community center. We’ve had two new entrepreneurs
seeking physical space to take their businesses to the next level. We have a new entrepreneurial business growing on a
lot on the corner of Hwy 99 and Hwy 228 that had been empty and weed filled for over ten years. It employs six local
people. We have also created a “Business Development Toolkit” full of local resources to put in the hands of anyone
interested in starting up or needing resources to support their business.

There is no Economic Development Director for rural Linn County. Large, urban centers can afford to offer economic
development services and resources that small, rural communities often cannot.

The ROI doesn’t just level the playing field. It enables small communities to take a “Grassroots” approach to economic
development. We work with local entrepreneurs and entrepreneurial businesses to help them get the support and
resources they need to take their ideas to the next level. It grants needed resources to help small rural communities
build ourselves.

We urge you to fund the Rural Opportunities Initiative, to ensure that rural communities across Oregon continue to
have access to this essential resource.

Yours Respectfully,
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The City 6]Halsey is operated in accordance with federally established policies which prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, sex, age, handicap, religion, or national origin. This institution is an equal
opportunity provider and employer. If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discriminati plete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.go i
filing cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by
mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442, or email at program.intake@usda.gov.




