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What We Do

Oregon Recovers is an inclusive statewide coalition 
comprised of people in recovery--and their friends and 

family—uniting to transform Oregon healthcare to ensure 
world-class prevention, treatment, and recovery support 

services for Oregonians suffering from the disease of 
addiction.

Founded September 2017

Elevator Pitch
Our goal is to transform the current fractured and 

incomplete addiction recovery system into a recovery-
based, continuum of care which recognizes addiction as 

a chronic disease requiring a lifetime of attention.



Who We Are
The Alano Club of Portland

Addiction Counselor Certification Board of Oregon (ACCBO)

Bill Dickey/Morel Ink

Oregon Prevention, Education & Recovery Association (OPERA)

Bridges to Change

4th Dimension Recovery Center

Lines for Life

Central City Concern

CODA

Kaiser Permanente

Trillium Family Services

Empowerment Clinic

African American Behavioral Healthcare & Addiction Treatment Coalition

Northwest Instituto Latino de Adicciones

Miracles Club

StayClean

Providence Health

The Meyer Memorial Trust

The Collins Foundation

The Oregon Community Foundation

Northwest Health Foundation (OR PAC)

Walk For Recovery Sponsors
Alkermes

Multnomah County
Oregon Health Authority

Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation
Clackamas County

Cascadia
Serenity Lane

Portland Community College



Oregon ranks 

50th

in access to 
treatment

9.55% 

untreated 
addiction rate

1-2 people die 
daily from

DRUG 
OVERDOSES

5 people die 
daily from 

ALCOHOL

More than 
2100 die 

annually from

ADDICTION 

The Problem



Untreated 
Addiction = 

$5.9 BILLION 
annually

7th highest  
FOSTER CARE 

rate

3rd highest 
YOUTH 

INCARCERATION 
rates

7th highest 
HOMELESSNESS

rate

3rd lowest 

HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATION 

rate

The Consequences



Why?

✓No single point of accountability/authority
✓State Alcohol & Drug Policy Commission (ADPC)

✓No comprehensive, statewide strategic plan

✓No one with lived experience in decision making roles 
at state level

✓Addiction treated as an acute problem and not a 
chronic disease 

✓Lack of political commitment



OREGON RECOVERS 3-YEAR STRATEGY

✓Mobilize the Recovery Community

✓Secure commitment from Governor

✓Secure new leadership in decision making roles

✓Establish & launch strategic planning process



Success to Date

✓September 2017 Recovery Rally

✓Rep. Sanchez strategic planning legislation

✓Addiction recovery policy transferred 
from Public Safety to Public Health advisor

✓Governor: Declaration of Public Health 
Crisis

✓OHA Reorganization

✓New Alcohol & Drug Policy Director

✓Framework for a Strategic Plan



5-year Historic Goals Adopted

✓Lowering addiction rate from 4th highest 
to 10th lowest
✓From 9.55% to 6.82%

✓Establishing a “state recovery” rate for 
the first time and working to increase it by 
25%



1. Lower 
addiction rate 

& 

2. Increase 
recovery rate

Prevention

Intervention

Treatment 
on Demand

Recovery 
Support

Recovery-Based Continuum of Care



QUESTIONS, COMMENTS 
& THOUGHTS?

MIKE MARSHALL, DIRECTOR
Mike@OregonRecovers.org

503.828.7193

Andrew Swanson, Project Coordinator
AndrewS@OregonRecovers.org

760.419.4941
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