
Oregon Child Care and COVID-19: 
State Policy Response

March – August 2020

Updated 
Health and 
Safety 
Guidelines for 
child care 
released that 
go into effect 
September 1st

Interested in learning more about child care during COVID-19
Early Learning Division COVID-19 resources - oregonearlylearning.com/COVID-19-Resources

Early Learners Facts and Findings - health.oregonstate.edu/early-learners/
Prepared by Brenda Barrett-Rivera, Asia Thogmartin, Megan Pratt, David Rothwell, Alexis Merculief, and the OSU Family Policy Group.
Questions? Contact the Oregon Child Care Research Partnership at oregonccrp@oregonstate.edu and visit us on Facebook facebook.com/oregonccrp

A reference for policy, practice, and research conversations, this timeline illustrates Oregon’s child care response in the 
context of broader state executive orders across the first six months of the pandemic.  

Employment 
Related Day 
Care (ERDC)
changes:
• Increased 
eligibility 
income limit

•Co-pays 
eliminated

•Providers paid 
for absent 
children 

Non-emergency 
child care facilities 
close until 4/28. 
Executive Order 
20-12

July

Emergency 
Child Care 
Grants 
Phase 2 
begins:
$700-$9,360 
for emergency 
child care  
providers 

Temporary child 
care rules 
changes:  
• Licensing 

exemptions
• Expedited 

training
• Emergency 

background 
checks
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Non-
emergency 
child care 
facility 
closures 
extended 
indefinitely
Executive 
Order 20-19

More than 2,000 
Emergency Child 
Care Facility 
applications 
approved.
• 32,000 total 

child care slots
• 8,000 

vacancies

May

Emergency 
Child Care 
Grants Phase 1 
begins: $900 -
$18,000 for 
emergency 
child care 
providers
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By this date, 
Emergency 
Child Care 
capacity was at 
• 49,328 total 

child care 
slots

• 13,026 
vacancies

30

Other 
Statewide 
Executive 

Orders

March 8th State of Emergency (SOE) Declared (OR 20-03) May 1st SOE Extended (OR 20-24) June 30th SOE Extended (OR 20-30)

March 16th K-12 Schools Close (OR 20-08) April 23rd Continued School Closures (OR 20-20)

March 18th Non-Essential Businesses Close (OR 20-12) May 1st Phase 1 Reopening Begins (OR 20-25)

https://oregonearlylearning.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Health-and-Safety-Guidelines_August-14-2020_English_Web-2.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/dhs/ASSISTANCE/CHILD-CARE/Pages/ERDC-COVID19-Emergency.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/dhs/ASSISTANCE/CHILD-CARE/Pages/ERDC-COVID19-Emergency.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/Pages/eo_20-12.aspx
https://oregonearlylearning.com/early-learning-division-announces-second-phase-of-emergency-child-care-grants/
https://oregonearlylearning.com/early-learning-division-announces-second-phase-of-emergency-child-care-grants/
https://oregonearlylearning.com/early-learning-division-announces-temporary-changes-to-child-care-rules-in-response-to-covid-19/
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/Documents/executive_orders/eo_20-19.pdf
https://oregonearlylearning.com/early-learning-division-announces-emergency-child-care-grant-program/
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/Pages/eo_20-03.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/Documents/executive_orders/eo_20-24.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/Documents/executive_orders/eo_20-30.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/Pages/eo_20-08.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/Documents/executive_orders/eo_20-20.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/Pages/eo_20-12.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/gov/Documents/executive_orders/eo_20-25.pdf
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