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ODFW Alternative Funding 
Background

In 1975, approximately 33 
percent of Oregonians 
purchased fishing licenses 
and 20 percent purchased 
hunting licenses. 

Now, 17 percent of 
Oregonians purchase fishing 
licenses and 10 percent
purchase hunting licenses.
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Responsive Management. 2016. 
Oregon Residents’ Opinions on 
and values related to the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
(n=939)

Oregon’s Wildlife Values
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Responsive Manageme  
2016. Oregon Resident  
Opinions on and value  
related to the Oregon 
Department of Fish an  
Wildlife. (n=939)
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Department?

Public Perspectives on Funding
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Recommendations of the Task Force on Funding for Fish, 
Wildlife, and Related Outdoor Recreation and Education

Establish an Oregon Conservation and Recreation Fund 
dedicated to conservation, management, research, habitat 
improvements, administration, enforcement and other 
activities that protect, maintain or enhance the native fish 
and wildlife of the state

Identified funding need ($87 million/biennium) and funding 
mechanisms that are sufficient, sustainable and responsive 
to increasing program costs over time. 
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House Bill 2829: Creating the Oregon 
Conservation & Recreation Fund

Created the Oregon Conservation & Recreation Fund (OCRF)
• Activities that serve to protect, maintain or enhance fish and wildlife resources in Oregon
• Consist of moneys appropriated to ODFW by the legislature and gifts, grants, contributions or 

other donations

Established the Oregon Conservation & Recreation Advisory Committee
• Advise ODFW and the Fish and Wildlife Commission regarding use of the Fund
• Membership number and geographic representation determined by the commission
• Members appointed by the governor
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Appropriated $1 million to the OCRF after the Department deposits at least 
$1 million from non-state and non-federal sources in the Fund

Sunsets the Fund and Advisory Committee on January 2, 2022. 

Reverts remaining funds to the general fund if they are unexpended or 
unobligated by July 1, 2021.

House Bill 2829: Creating the Oregon 
Conservation & Recreation Fund
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Coalition
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OregonIsAlive.org
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FUNDING STATUS

$ 204,902.00 Raised!

Over 12,000 individual 
Oregonians have donated
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* Data as of 12/8/2020
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Dr. Karl Wenner, Chair - Klamath Mountain 
Mauricio Valadrian, Vice Chair - At-Large
Jane Hartline - Willamette Valley 
Maret Pajutee - East & West Cascades 
Tim Davis - Northern Basin & Range
Chris Hager - At-Large
Mark Stern - At-Large
Vacant, Nearshore & Coast Range 
Vacant- Columbia Plateau & Blue Mountains

Conservation & Recreation Advisory Committee

Non-Voting Members

Commissioner Mark Labhart
Cailin O’Brien-Feeney, Office of Outdoor 
Recreation
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First Round of Expenditures
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Project Title Primary Applicant

Succor Creek and Beaver Friends of the Owyhee

Link Creek Trout Unlimited and Caldera

Gilchrist Underpass Wildlife 
Directional Fencing Oregon Hunters Association

Monitoring Efforts for Rare Carnivores Cascadia Wild

Feasibility Study: Restoring Sea Otters 
to the Oregon Coast Elakha Alliance

Applegate Northwestern Pond Turtle 
Project North Douglas Betterment

Crooked River National Grasslands 
Sustainable Trails Project Ochoco Trails

Portland Audubon Backyard Bioblitz Audubon Society of Portland
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Formed an Outdoor Equity Subcommittee
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We are dedicating a significant portion of the available funds to this purpose, and will work 
with these audiences and stakeholders to identify and fund opportunities and projects that 
mutually support the interests, the intersection, and engagement of underserved communities.

Photo courtesy of Trout Unlimited & Caldera

*From the Outdoor Equity Subcommittee’s statement of purpose
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Received 65 applications for over $500,000 
worth of requests, for about $60,000 available.

Recommending seven projects to Commission in 
January

Recommendation includes $25,000 for specific 
outdoor equity projects
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Second Round of Expenditures
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