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Source: APAC data and KFF Insurer Participation on the Marketplace (2014-2020)

Higher Premiums, Fewer Options

https://www.kff.org/private-insurance/issue-brief/insurer-participation-on-the-aca-marketplaces-2014-2021/


Insurance Costs More in Rural Counties
Multnomah (6 ins. 

companies)

Marion (5) Crook (5) Harney (4)

40 y.o., single $402 $461.10 $525.60 $591

% change compared to 

Multnomah

+14.70% +30.75% +47.01%

40 y.o., spouse, 2 children $1393.17 $1440.4 $1641.1 $1705.29

% change compared to 

Multnomah

+3.39% +17.80% +22.40%

60 y.o., spouse $1894.26 $1958.5 $2231.60 $2318.86

% change compared to 

Multnomah

+3.39% +17.81% +22.42%

Source: OR Marketplace Window Shopping Tool (2021)

https://or.checkbookhealth.org/hie/or/2021/


Many on Marketplace are Underinsured

● Annual deductible greater than 

5% of annual household income

● Out-of-pocket medical expenses 

are greater than 5% of annual 

household income for a family 

under 200% FPL

● Out-of-pocket medical expenses 

are greater than 10% of annual 

household income for a family 

over 200% FPL

Source: Oregon Health Insurance Survey (2017)

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/HPA/ANALYTICS/InsuranceData/2017-OHIS-Underinsurance.pdf


Public Option: More Choices & More Competition

● On the Marketplace
○ Direct plan comparison

● More choice

● Encourage private plans to 

lower premiums and/or 

increase quality or value of 

the plans



Public Option: Higher Value 

● Reimbursement set at Medicare rates

● CCOs play a role in administration to encourage value-based payments

● Using Oregon Prescription Drug Program helps bring down drug costs

● Higher Value Plans
○ 2021 Deductibles for Washington’s Public Option  Silver Plans are less than half what the 

average silver plan was in 2020. ($2,000 vs $4,605) 



Public Option: Who Benefits?

● Everyone purchasing insurance on 

Marketplace

● Especially helps solve specific 

problems on Marketplace
○ Ineligible for Subsidies

■ Subsidy Cliff (400% FPL)

■ Family Glitch

● Small businesses

● Medicaid Churn



Other states

● Washington 
o Cascade Care passed in 2019

○ 2021 is first year with public 

option plans available

● Colorado
○ Bill introduced in 2020 session

○ Likely something coming back 

in 2021


