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Well Construction Program



Purpose of Program

Protect Public Health and 
Safety
•Prevent wells from serving as 

a conduit for groundwater 
contamination
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Purpose of Program

Protect Groundwater 
Resources for Existing 
and Future Uses

•Prevent draining of 
aquifers and 
groundwater declines
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Video of Commingling: Depletes the aquifer like 
pumping 24 hours a day every day of the year until fixed



Program Components

• Landowner Permits to Drill

•Start Cards Before Work

•Well Inspections 

•Well Log Upon Completion

•Well Identification Labels

•Exempt Use ap
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•Driller Licensing

•Driller Continuing Education

•Well Construction Standards

• Issuance of Special Standards



Well Inspections

•250,000+ wells in Oregon

•5 inspectors  

•~3,000 new wells each year
• ~30% average inspection 

rate 

•2019: 823 new wells 
inspected
• 10% (79) with deficiencies
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Well Log Reviews

Well Log Reviews

•Not all deficiencies can be 
identified

•Well inspectors estimated to 
review <10% of well logs

2019 Pilot  
•Roughly 6% of logs reviewed 

indicated a potential 
deficiency
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Need for Modernization

•SOS Audit, Integrated 
Water Resources 
Strategy, and 
Strategic Plan 

•Maximize limited 
resources 

•Reduce deficiencies

•Protect the public 
and groundwater 
resources
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Objectives for Improvement

•Prevent deficiencies: Driller skills 
and knowledge

• Identify deficiencies: Improve 
ability to conduct inspections 
efficiently

•Timely Corrective Action: Reduce 
time it takes to address issues
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Video of failed seal due use 
of wrong materials



Objectives for Improvement

•Driller Responsibility: Address concerns while 
considering WRD’s limited resources and impact on 
landowners
•Provide Assistance: Funding to help owners address 

well issues

9



Questions?


