
Zoonotic Disease Investigations 
Acute and Communicable Disease 

December 15, 2020

Emilio DeBess, DVM, MPVM (MPH)
State Public Health Veterinarian 

OHA 



Zoonotic 
Disease 
Transmission 

Seventy-five percent of all new infectious diseases originate from nonhuman animals.



Six out of every 10 infectious diseases in people are zoonotic, which makes it crucial 
that the nation strengthen its capabilities to prevent and respond to these diseases 
using a One Health approach



What do we 
track 

• We have rules that 
require the report of 
different conditions 

• Such as but not 
limited to 

• Anthrax
• Rabies
• Plague 
• Avian flu  and other 

infectious conditions 



The zoonotic diseases of most concern 
in the U.S.

• Zoonotic influenza
• Salmonellosis
• West Nile virus
• Plague
• Emerging coronaviruses (e.g., severe acute respiratory syndrome and 

Middle East respiratory syndrome)
• Rabies
• Brucellosis
• Lyme disease
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With animal importation other animals, such as ticks, may also come along.


