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Penalty Reductions 

 Decriminalizes possession of small amounts of controlled substances – reduced from a 
Class A misdemeanor to Class E violation 

Class A Misdemeanor – up to 364 day jail sentence and $6,250 fine 

Class E violation – No jail, $100 fine or completion of a mental health assessment 

 Reduces penalty for possession of larger amounts of controlled substances – reduced from 
Class A, B, or C felony to Class A misdemeanor 

 No enhanced penalties for prior convictions of possession

 Presumption that prior conviction can’t be used against person in professional license 
application

 No changes to penalties for manufacturing, delivery, and commercial drug offense



Impacts on Sentencing

 2019 – 2,139 misdemeanor convictions and 1,918 felony convictions

 2021 Expected – 276 misdemeanor convictions and 102 felony convictions

 Conviction disparity affecting Black and Native American Oregonians 
expected to close

Source:  CJC Racial and Ethnic Impact Statement for Initiative Petition 44

https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/fec/IP44-REI-Statement.pdf


Addiction Recovery Center Grant 
Program
 Savings from drug offense sentence reductions (including reductions in arrests, 

incarceration, and supervision) gets combined with Oregon Marijuana Fund 
revenues in excess of $11,250,000/quarter fund to newly created Addiction 
Recovery Centers (ARCs)

 ARCs must provide:
 24/7/365 triage to determine acute care needs;

 Behavioral health needs assessment, including a substance use disorder screening by 
a credentialed addiction treatment professional;

 Individual intervention planning, intensive case management, and connection to 
services;

 Peer support, including direct engagement with marginalized community members 
who could potentially benefit from the Center’s services; and

 Outreach to clients who are unable to access the Center.



Addiction Recovery Centers

 The Oregon Health Authority (OHA) must establish a statewide temporary 
24/7/365 telephone ARC no later than February 1, 2021

 OHA must form the Oversight and Accountability Council to distribute grant 
funds and oversee the ARCs by February 1, 2021

 At least one ARC must be established and operational within each 
coordinated care organization (CCO) service area by October 31, 2021
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