From: Mark Pearson

To: LRO
Subject: Oppose Surprise Tax Increase in LC 2
Date: Thursday, August 6, 2020 5:20:06 PM

Dear Chair Nathanson,

We are already a struggling business that aren't able to make ends meet. In between the mismanagement of so-called
relief programs and the actual covid crisis. | have found that the state and local governments are not supportive of
small businesses. With the riots in Portland (and yes, that is what they were) | suppose that Portland will raise taxes
to the surrounding areas to pay for the mismanagement of the entire crisis and destruction of the downtown district.

The COVID-19 crisis has impacted my business enormously. My sales are down because of the government-ordered
shut down. I understand why we did that, but the truth is that | have struggled to keep staff and recover from the shut
down. Disconnecting from the federal CARES Act will only make it worse for my family and my business.

Congress passed the bipartisan CARES Act to help struggling businesses, those who adhered to shut down orders or
saw a steep decline in sales. This partisan move by the Oregon Legislature isn't right, and it will make it harder for
businesses to put people back to work.

Like many businesses, my biggest issue right now is liquidity, and disconnecting from the CARES Act harms
businesses like mine who are just trying to make ends meet. What I need right now is help from leaders like you. |
can't believe you are considering something like the CARES Act disconnect in LC 2, which will cost me cash when
I need it most.

Please support local businesses, and maintain the integrity of the federal CARES Act relief in Oregon. My ability to
recover from this pandemic depends on support from the state legislature, and LC 2 will only make it harder to come
back from this crisis.

Sincerely,

Mark Pearson

1700 SE 4th St

Gresham, OR 97080
mark@pacificfitnessandcoaching.com
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