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Bi-State Legislative Committee Engagement
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Program development will involve close coordination with many entities, 
including regional, state and federal stakeholders

• Bi-state legislative committee engagement to provide direction and 
guidance will be a key component of moving the program forward 

The following sections outline the content of three background documents 
provided to committee members for context:

1. Program Action Approval Roles (Approvals Overview)

2. Planning Phase Bi-State Legislative Committee Engagement 
(Work Narrative)

3. Planning Calendar 



Program Action Approval Roles
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Program Action Approval Roles
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This overview is intended to outline the entities with approval authority for 
a sample of official program actions that will be necessary

• Close coordination with federal agencies, state legislatures and local 
partners is essential to support these formal actions 

• Ongoing bi-state legislative committee engagement will be critical to 
build towards formal legislative actions and align the program with 
legislative priorities 



Program Action Approval Roles 
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Official Action Oregon 
Authority

Washington
Authority

Other 
Authority

State funding (program 
development)

OTC or Oregon 
Legislature*

Washington 
Legislature

State funding (right of way and 
construction)

Oregon 
Legislature

Washington 
Legislature

NEPA approvals (Purpose and 
Need, EIS, Record of Decision)

ODOT** WSDOT** FHWA/FTA 

*The Oregon Transportation Commission has authority to allocate discretionary 
funds in the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program, or the Oregon 
Legislature could choose to allocate funding for program development. 
**Via stewardship agreements with FHWA/FTA



Program Action Approval Process
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Official Action Oregon 
Authority

Washington
Authority

Other Authority

Authorization to toll 
for project funding

Oregon 
Legislature/OTC*

Washington 
Legislature

Federal law or 
FHWA

Authorization to 
borrow against toll 
revenue

Oregon 
Legislature

Washington 
Legislature

Coordination b/t 
DOTs and State 
Treasury Offices

Toll rate setting OTC** WSTC**

*OTC has statutory authority to toll state highways in Oregon, but the Oregon 
Legislature may choose to provide direction on tolling in statute.
**Per a toll rate setting agreement between the states



Discussion



Planning Phase Bi-State Legislative Committee Engagement  
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As the program transitions into the planning phase of work, bi-state 
legislative committee engagement will initially include the following 
key topics:

• Identifying the program Vision and Values Statement

• Re-evaluating the Program Purpose and Need

• Developing the program Community Engagement Plan

• Beginning program NEPA work

Planning Phase Bi-State Legislative Committee Engagement  
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Bi-state legislative committee engagement will include several touchpoints 
for each of the key topics to: 

• Review previous work

• Offer feedback on approaches moving forward 

• Provide guidance and direction on critical pathway decisions 

Planning Phase Bi-State Legislative Committee Engagement  
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Planning Calendar 
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August September October November December

Topic Engagement Point and Activity
Vision and Values Review previous planning efforts for each and 

provide feedback on approaches to develop 
new IBRP:

• Vision and Values
• Purpose and Need
• Community Engagement Plan
• Conceptual Finance Plan

Purpose and Need 
Community 
Engagement Plan
Conceptual 
Finance Plan



Planning Calendar 
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August September October November December

Topic Engagement Point and Activity

High Capacity 
Transit Mode Review previous planning efforts for:

• High Capacity Transit alternatives analysis 
• River crossing alternatives

River Crossing
Configuration and 
Type



Planning Calendar 
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August September October November December

Topic Engagement Point and Activity
Vision and Values Provide guidance and direction on draft Vision 

and Values, Purpose and Need, and 
Community Engagement Plan

Purpose and Need
Community Engagement Plan
Conceptual Program Finance 
Plan

Provide feedback and guidance on potential 
funding sources

High Capacity Transit Mode Provide guidance on approaches to identify:
• HCT alternatives to be analyzed
• River crossing configuration and type 

River Crossing Configuration 
and Type



Planning Calendar 
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August September October November December

Topic Engagement Point and Activity

Conceptual Program 
Finance Plan

Provide feedback, guidance and direction on 
Conceptual Program Finance Plan



Planning Calendar 
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August September October November December

Topic Engagement Point and Activity
Vision and Values Endorse final Vision and Values, 

Purpose and Need, and Community 
Engagement Plan

Purpose and Need 

Community Engagement Plan

Conceptual Finance Plan Endorse Conceptual Finance Plan

Legislative Milestones
(ESHB 1160) 

• Complete Conceptual Finance Plan
• Progress report due to governors 

and transportation committees



Discussion
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