June 30th, 2020

To: The Oregon State Child Care Task Force

From: Joslyn Walker

Re: Impacts of COVID-19 on child care in Oregon

Dear Co-Chairs Senator Taylor and Representative Power,
My name is Joslyn Walker and I live in Bend, Oregon.

Since moving to Bend, OR in 2015, the cost of childcare has always seemed like an
issue in Central Oregon. But it wasn’t until last year (2019) that | felt the personal
struggle of this issue. It was the main determining factor as to why | left my position as a
K-5 reading specialist last summer. | just couldn’t justify the cost of childcare anymore. It
felt like | was working just to put my son in daycare. Without having family here to help
offset the financial burden, | felt forced out of my passion for teaching. But | knew |
wasn’t alone in feeling this. | knew that there had to be other families and moms feeling
the same tension with this sort of financial decision making. In late 2019, | met a few of
these moms. These moms felt the childcare struggle as hard if not harder than | did.
After many conversations, it was clear that in order for some of these families to
continue to provide for their families, they couldn’t afford daycare any longer. In January
2020, these determined mamas and myself came up with a plan. This plan would
involve sharing the work of “villaging” our children. We came up with ReVillage
Cooperative and Coworking. ReVillage takes place at church nurseries around Bend,
Or. We are a nurturing, relationship-centered childcare and co-working cooperative that
utilizes the care and skills of parents and community volunteers to create affordable
childcare and access to low-cost co-working/professional space. Our program soon took
off and has grown out of community organizing efforts to provide an affordable
alternative to full-time/market-rate childcare, and co-working spaces. Basically, you give
a day of childcare and receive the rest of the week with free childcare. Our committed
families are what will keep us going! We were helping 7 families with free to low cost
childcare. As ReVillag’s coordinator, | was crushed to hear we had to close due to
COIVD-19, but knew it was for the health and safety of our families. Thinking it was
temporary, some families took some time off to stay home with their kids. That was in
March. Here we are at the end of June, with the need to continue helping our families
with their childcare needs, but there is still no end in sight. Because we operated out of
church nurseries, we do not have the funding to move ReVillage to another open
location at this time. These families that depended on this free to low cost childcare co-
op movement are being forced to quit their jobs. One mom had to sell her home and is
now living out of an RV. These families don’t have the means to spend their last
paycheck on childcare. They need this option. We need to provide them with this option.
We need more support to make this happen.



Sincerely,

Joslyn Walker



